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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back to Term 2!  We hope you all had a restful and enjoyable half-term break.  
 
Dates for your diary 
Monday 30th October – PTFA Halloween Disco 
Wednesday 1st November – Individual photos 
Thursday 9th November – EYFS Curriculum Workshop for parents (9am) – Your chance to 
find out more about the teaching and learning that happens in Reception 
Monday 13th November – Odd Socks Day to mark Anti-bullying Week 
Thursday 16th November – Library visit 
Friday 17th November – Children In Need 
Friday 24th November – INSET Day, school closed to all children  
Friday 1st December – Stay and Read (9am) – Your chance to learn about our approach to 
reading and to share a book with your children in school 
Tuesday 5th December – Nativity Performance (9:30am) 
Wednesday 6th December - Nativity Performance (1:45pm) 
 
Also, look out for other important Christmas dates coming up later this term! 
 
This term’s learning 
The attached topic web outlines the main things we will be focusing on in each of the prime 
and specific areas of learning, through both adult-led activities and child-led play. 
 
Our key question this term is ‘What do people celebrate?’  Each week, we will be focusing 
on a different festival/celebration, including Diwali, Birthdays, Hanukah and Christmas.  We 
will be reading fiction and non-fiction texts that tell us more about these celebrations, and 
there will be opportunities to deepen our knowledge and understanding in all seven areas 
of learning and across the learning environment.  If you and your family celebrate any 
festivals in a special way, it would be lovely to hear about your traditions and to see any 
photographs of these.  
 
Here are some of key texts we will be using this term:  
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Our maths learning follows the White Rose scheme of learning and focuses on developing 
depth in children’s number sense.  This term, we will be focusing on numbers to 5 – 
subitising, recognising different representations, comparing numbers, finding one more and 
one less, and composing with these numbers – as well as 2D shapes.  There will be plenty of 
opportunities for children to be challenged and to develop their reasoning and problem 
solving skills too – it’s not as simple as counting to 5 or recognising numbers to 5!  The 
attached overview outlines the key knowledge that we will be covering in maths each week.  
 
General Reminders 
Please can you ensure that your child brings the following to school each day:  

• School book bag, containing phonics book and reading record 
• A named water bottle (please only provide water, not squash or fizzy drinks) 
• Waterproof coat 

 
Please ensure children’s names are clearly written in their clothes – particularly clothing 
they are likely to take off during the day such as cardigans, jumpers, hoodies, coats and 
gloves.  It makes it much easier to return items to their rightful owner if they are named!  
 
PE will continue to take place every Thursday; children need to wear their PE kit to school 
on this day.  Forest skills sessions will also take place every Friday, so please ensure your 
child brings Wellies (these can stay in school) and additional layers/hat/scarf/gloves as the 
weather turns colder.  Unless it is dangerous, we aim to go out in all weathers!  
 
Mrs White and Mr Wilson will continue to teach the children every Thursday afternoon and 
we are fortunate this term to have two student teachers from UWE joining us for a short 2-
week placement. During this time they will be supporting the class in their learning and play, 
as well as focusing particularly on how we teach early reading in our school.  
 
Please remember to book your child’s lunches, up to 3 weeks in advance, using ParentPay – 
even if you are sending a packed lunch from home.  
 
Reading and Phonics 
Thanks again to everyone who attended the phonics information session at the end of last 
term.  The slides from this are available on Google Classroom and on the school website. 
 
The attached overview outlines the GPCs and Harder to Read and Spell words that we will 
be learning each week, along with some example words that children will practise their 
blending with.  
 
Children take home a new ‘phonics’ reading book every Thursday.  We use children’s phonic 
knowledge to match books to their level, meaning their book will only contain the sounds 
they have learnt so far and are confident with recognising.  Children are only just learning to 



read, and blending can be difficult at this stage, so please support your child with this as 
much as possible.  Please try to write a short comment in your child’s reading record when 
you hear them read aloud, so that we can see how they are getting on at home.  We will 
also comment when we have read with your child in school.  Thank you for all of your 
support with this – daily reading really does make a huge difference! 
 
Children will also take home a ‘library’ book every Thursday.  They can look at this 
independently or with a sibling or an adult – these books are designed to foster a love of 
reading in children and they are not expected to be able to read any of the words in these 
themselves.  
 
Please ensure your child has their phonics book and library book in their book bag every 
Thursday, so that we can give them a new book each week.  
 
Strengthening links between home and school learning 
Thank you so much to those of you who sent in ‘Wow’ certificates for us to share in school 
last term. These are all on display in our classroom for everyone to see and celebrate. Please 
continue to send in ‘Wow’ certificates and let us know if you require any more.  

 

As before, please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions or concerns.   

Thank you for your support.   

 

Mrs Bishop and Mrs Sandiford 

 
 


