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Reading 
Helping your 
child to read 

 

Readi ng a t  
Home 

As parents and carers, you play a vital role in 
supporting your child to become a fluent 
reader who is confidently able to apply their 
skills across all areas of their lives. 

 

Class teachers will include an outline of the 
reading expectations for each year group in 
their termly newsletters and/or homework 
documents.  

 

How you can support 

your child at home 

Reading should be enjoyed. Find a 
comfortable place to read, be patient and 
praise often.  
• Make reading a daily routine: 
• Listen to your child read aloud 

daily, aiming for 10+ minutes.  
• Also read to your child, enjoying 

books together and modelling to 
them how an expert reads. 

• Remember praise is a great 
motivator! Always remind your child 
how well they are doing. 

Need help or have any 
questions? Just ask your 
child’s teacher. You are not 

alone! 

What does the data say? 

There is a difference in reading performance  
equivalent to just over a year's schooling  
between young people who never read for  
enjoyment and those who read for up to 30 
minutes per day.  

Children who often read books at age 10 and more 
than once a week at age 16 gain higher results 
in maths, vocabulary and spelling tests at age 16 
than those who read less regularly. 



Listen to your child 

read 
You can: 
• Praise and encourage often. 
• Support children in sounding out and blending 

as they apply their phonic knowledge to reading. 
• Check understanding of unfamiliar words and 

explicitly teach new vocabulary. 
• Encourage them to re-read words and sentences 

to improve accuracy and expression. 
• Model reading with expression and ask your 

child to copy. 
• Ask questions to check for understanding. 
They can:  
• Sound out and blend unfamiliar words. 
• Re-read words and sentences to build fluency, 

automaticity, expression and understanding. 
• Talk about what they are understanding from 

the text, and their inferences and predictions.  

Discuss the text 
New book: Look at cover. What is it about? 
Who is the author? What is the title? What type 
of book is it? 
Partially-read book: What has happened so 
far? Who are the main characters?  What are 
you enjoying about this book?  

The ability to read fluently, expressively, with 
automaticity and with comprehension (understanding) is 
the most fundamental skill that children will learn. 
Children will first need to ‘learn to read’ in order to be 
able to ‘read to learn’.  Re-reading texts is essential in 
developing the various reading skills, particularly when 
children are first learning to read..  

Question for 

understanding 
Ask a question or two (don’t make it a chore!) 
See some example question stems below. 

Discuss the text 
Finished book: 
• What did you like about it? 
• Was there anything you disliked? Why? 
• Were there any parts that confused you? 
• Did it remind you of anything else? 
• What would you like to read next? 


