
The Early Years Foundation Stage



Statutory Framework for the Early Years 
Foundation Stage

The Early Years Foundation Stage sets standards for the 
learning, development and care from birth to 5 years 
old.

The ‘goal’ is for children to achieve 17 Early Learning 
Goals by the end of their Reception year.

Similarly to the National Curriculum, there is statutory 
and non-statutory guidance to follow in order to 
support children in achieving these.

Updated in 2021.



Teaching and Learning in Red Class
Whole-class teaching: 
Planned sessions based on curriculum
Around 15mins on carpet
Active participation

Adult-led groups:
Writing activity – Usually 1 per week – Linked to whole-class teaching
Maths follow-up as needed – Consolidate and extend
Other focused activity where appropriate
Objective-led planning 
Intervention groups

Independent learning:
Learning through play
Enhanced provision – things added to the core areas that link to the learning focus for 
the week, children’s next steps or children’s interests
Progression of skills in each area
Adults ‘dive in’ and teach ‘in the moment’



Teaching and Learning in Red Class
Each day, we have a clear focus for the adult-led teaching:

Monday and Tuesday – Communication & Language / Literacy
Wednesday and Friday – Mathematics
Thursday – Physical Development (PE and Forest Schools)

Other areas of learning often link to the whole-class teaching too (e.g. 
looking at feelings whilst reading The Colour Monster; exploring 
different cultures whilst learning about Diwali). 

Daily phonics teaching



Teaching and Learning in Red Class
Some discrete, whole-class teaching of other ‘subjects’ takes place 
where appropriate – for example a music lesson, a circle-time PSHE 
session, a science lesson linked to our topic or theme.

The main idea is that most of the learning comes through play – children 
do not spend long periods of time working with an adult at a table or on 
the carpet.

The environment is set up so that children can independently choose 
and access resources that they wish to take into their play.  Additional 
‘enhancements’ and ‘provocations’ are also set up.

Teaching and learning is adaptable to meet the children’s needs – whilst 
we do have a long-term plan that ensures coverage and progression 
across the year, we also incorporate children’s interests and next steps 
into the teaching and learning.



Teaching and Learning in Red Class
Children’s learning in Red Class is captured as follows:

Floor Books – Our Learning Journey and Our Maths Journey – photographs, 
quotes from children, examples of their work
Evidence Me – electronic portfolio in which experiences are captured ‘in the 
moment’ through photos and notes of what children say and do, and how 
they respond when an adult questions, challenges or models something
Google Classroom – whole-class learning ‘highlights’ will be shared on the 
stream
Writing books – children use these when working on a writing activity in an 
adult-led group
Adults’ observations, interactions and notes
Objective-led planning – children’s personalised next-steps in key areas are 
recorded and developed through adult interaction; children then ‘move on’

This evidence base is used to inform next-step planning of teaching and 
learning opportunities, and to create an assessment judgement 3x per year.



Characteristics of Effective Learning



The Importance of Play
Play is essential for children’s development, building their 
confidence as they learn to explore, relate to others, set 
their own goals and solve problems.

Children learn by leading their own play, and by taking 
part in play which is guided by adults.

Practitioners must stimulate children’s interests, 
responding to each child’s emerging needs and guiding 
their development through warm, positive interactions 
coupled with secure routines for play and learning.







Prime Areas of Learning
•Communication and Language

•Listening, attention and understanding
•Speaking

•Personal, Social and Emotional Development
•Self-regulation
•Managing self
•Building relationships

•Physical Development
•Gross motor skills
•Fine motor skills



Specific Areas of Learning
• Literacy

• Comprehension
• Word reading
• Writing

• Mathematics
• Number
• Numerical patterns

• Understanding the world
• Past and present
• People, culture and communities
• The natural world

• Expressive arts and design
• Creating with materials
• Being imaginative and expressive



Communication and Language
This area is divided into 2 strands – Listening, Attention and 
Understanding, and Speaking – and covers some of the following 
aspects: 

Listening attentively and responding to what they hear 
Vocabulary
Articulating their ideas – well-formed sentences, accurate use of tenses, using 
conjunctions
Developing social phrases and holding back-and-forth conversations
Participating in discussions 
Engaging in story-times, talking about and retelling stories, engaging with non-
fiction texts



Personal, Social and Emotional Development
This area is divided into 3 strands – Self-regulation, 
Managing Self and Building Relationships – and covers some 
of the following aspects: 

Building constructive and respectful relationships
Working and playing collaboratively with others
Expressing and moderating their feelings and considering the 
feelings of others
Learning to wait for what they want and to control their impulses 
Setting their own goals and showing resilience and perseverance
Explaining the reasons for rules and trying to behave accordingly
Managing their own basic needs (e.g. dressing, toileting, healthy 
food choices) 



Physical Development
This area is divided into 2 strands – Gross Motor Skills and 
Fine Motor Skills – and covers some of the following 
aspects: 

Fundamental movement skills (e.g. rolling, jumping, running, 
hopping, skipping, climbing) and moving energetically
Developing overall body strength, co-ordination, balance and agility
Developing ball skills
Using a range of tools competently, safely and confidently
Developing the foundations of a fast, accurate and efficient 
handwriting style, using a tripod grip
Showing care and accuracy when drawing





Literacy
This area is divided into 3 strands – Comprehension, Word 
Reading, and Writing– and covers some of the following 
aspects: 

Retelling stories and narratives, anticipating key events in stories
Using newly-acquired vocabulary
Saying sounds for each letter of the alphabet and for diagraphs
Reading by using their phonic knowledge
Writing recognisable letters
Spelling and writing words, phrases and sentences using the GPCs 
they know





Mathematics
This area is divided into 2 strands – Number and Numerical 
Patterns – and covers some of the following aspects: 

Counting with 1-1 correspondence 
Subitising (recognising an amount without the need to count)
Linking numerals with their cardinal value
Exploring the composition of numbers
Recalling number bonds
Exploring number patterns such as evens/odds and doubles





Mathematics
Whilst there are no Early Learning Goals or curriculum 
objectives for shape, space and measure, these key areas 
will still be taught:

Developing spatial reasoning skills
Copying, continuing and creating patterns
Exploring the properties of 2D and 3D shapes
Comparing length, weight and capacity



Understanding the World
This area is divided into 3 strands – Past and Present, People 
Culture and Communities, and The Natural World – and 
covers some of the following aspects: 

Talking about, describing and naming people who are familiar to 
them in their family and their community
Understanding the past through settings, characters and events in 
stories and by identifying how things were different in the past
Recognising that people have different beliefs and celebrate special 
times in different ways
Recognising similarities and differences between life in this country 
and life in other countries
Exploring the natural world around them and understanding 
seasonal changes





Expressive Arts and Design
This area is divided into 2 strands – Creating with Materials 
and Being Imaginative and Expressive – and covers some of 
the following aspects: 

Using and exploring a variety of materials, tools and techniques
Sharing their creations and explaining the processes they have used
Inventing, adapting and recounting narratives and stories and 
developing storylines in their pretend play 
Learning and performing rhymes, songs and poems
Engaging in music-making and dance









Changes to the EYFS for 2021
In 2019, the government proposed changes to the EYFS. 
These changes have now been made and all early years 
settings and schools have followed the new EYFS from 
September 2021. 

The aim of the changes is to improve the learning for all 
children and better prepare them for the move into year 
1. 

There are some key changes:
- Reducing the amount of unneeded evidence and assessments
- Emphasising the importance of developing communication and language skills
- Focusing on reading stories to help development in all areas of learning
- Encouraging healthy choices and an understanding of oral health



Assessment
Children will be assessed as ‘On track’ or ‘Off track’ 
throughout the year, and will be judged as to whether they 
have achieved the ELGs at the end of the year.

‘Exceeding’ judgements have been removed.  Children are 
encouraged to have a deeper understanding (‘mastery’) 
rather than being moved on to new learning. 

The ELGs are not the curriculum – we have developed our 
own term-by-term progression and ‘curriculum goals’ for our 
school.



EGPS Curriculum Goals

In addition to the statutory Early Learning Goals, we have devised our 
own ‘EGPS Curriculum Goals’ – things that we want our children to 

achieve by the end of their time in Reception.


	The Early Years Foundation Stage
	Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage
	Teaching and Learning in Red Class
	Teaching and Learning in Red Class
	Teaching and Learning in Red Class
	Teaching and Learning in Red Class
	Characteristics of Effective Learning
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Prime Areas of Learning
	Specific Areas of Learning
	Communication and Language�
	Personal, Social and Emotional Development�
	Physical Development�
	Slide Number 16
	Literacy�
	Slide Number 18
	Mathematics�
	Slide Number 20
	Mathematics�
	Understanding the World�
	Slide Number 23
	Expressive Arts and Design�
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Changes to the EYFS for 2021
	Assessment
	Slide Number 30

