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Welcome Back! 
 
After a very tricky year, full of upheaval, we are really pleased to welcome you back and to say a huge first 
welcome to anyone starting this year.  It has been an absolute pleasure seeing the children return to school 
and witnessing their joy as they realise they can play outside of their bubbles and enjoy eating lunch in the 
dinner hall.  I really enjoyed my first hall assembly in nearly 18 months.  We are all really hopeful that our 
new routines will allow us to feel a level of normality, while still keeping everyone as safe as possible. 
 

New Behaviour Policy 
 
For the last few years, staff have been monitoring, analysing and reviewing our approach to behaviour.   
Behaviour at our school is on the whole very positive, but we believe our behaviour system has needed  
updating for a while - it has tended to focus too much on rigid punishments, rather than addressing what has 
actually been done and making things right.  This was particularly evident following the return to school of all 
pupils in March—we began to develop a more inclusive approach focused on restorative action and realised 
we wanted to implement this properly across the whole school. 
 
Last year there was a LA –wide project on developing school behaviour, which many local schools took part 
in.  We have carried out our own research and talked to some of those schools to produce an approach to 
managing behaviour that has been proven in other educational settings and is better-matched to the values 
of a school in 2021. 
 
In many ways our approach to behaviour is the same—we have refreshed our approach as much as  
rewritten it—but we have changed some of the language and systems.  We will no longer be giving out  
Yellow or Red Cards—instead, children will have warnings and time outs.  Rather than sharp, rigid  
punishments, staff will spend time discussing with children what they have done wrong and making sure that 
any damage to relationships is repaired—this is a restorative approach that teaches children what the  
consequences are of their behaviour, particularly if it affects other people. 
 
This does not mean we have lowered our expectations.  We still expect the highest standard of behaviour 
from all children.  To help with this, we have introduced 3 whole school rules, which we have already  
started using to praise those many pupils who are always doing the right thing and remind those pupils who 
are not meeting our expectations.  Our 3 school rules are: 

Be Ready, Be Respectful, Be Safe 

We will be exploring what these rules mean in classes and in assemblies. 
 
We have also introduced new rewards for those children who we see as good role models.  These include 
House Points, a ‘recognition board’ in class for identifying great role models, daily Green Cards and a new 
‘Rainbow Award’ to be given in assembly.  To help you understand these changes, we have included the 
new Behaviour Policy with this newsletter.  If you have any comments to make on this new  
approach, please do email us and let us know. 
 
The priority for us in making these changes is for all adults to be the best role models to children, teach  
children to all be able to manage their own behaviour and use kindness as a focus for improving all  
relationships between adults and children. 

 
Have a lovely weekend! 

Karl Hemmings, Head Teacher 



Welcome to New Staff 
 
A big Emersons Green  welcome to two new members of staff.  Mr Peter 

Marsh as teacher of Year 5 and Mrs Sarah Bishop who is working in Year 

2 as a Resource Base Teaching Assistant. 

 

School Theme 
 
Each year, we have a whole school theme.  This is chosen to link with part of our School Development Plan 

and we always try to ensure it is something that will be most relevant to everyone - staff, children and  

families.  Last year we were thinking about ‘Recovery’.  In 2021-22, after a particularly difficult year for every-

one, we are focusing on ‘Kindness’, which is also one of our new School Values.  We have started exploring 

what this will look like from a staff perspective through our new approach to managing behaviour (see first 

page) and we will be exploring this with children through assemblies and class discussions, as well as 

through how we reward children.  I believe that being kind to ourselves and each other is something that we 

could all do with right now! 

Uniform 
 

We are very aware that parents have placed orders for uniform in good faith with 

Monkhouse and are still awaiting deliveries.  We hope that this week’s second hand 

uniform sale has enabled parents to acquire some spare uniform to tide them over. To place future orders, 

the website is:  https://www.monkhouse.com/c/3962/Emersons-Green 

Entry & Exit  
 

Times—The school gates and entry doors will be open from 8.40am until 8.50am.  The gates will close at 

8.50am.  Any child arriving after that time will be marked as late and must sign in at the office.  Any child  

arriving after 9am will be marked as an unauthorised absence for the whole morning. This is the system that 

was in place prior to Covid. 

At the end of the day, the gates will be open from 3pm for a 3.15pm pick up for all children. 

Any child entering or leaving the school outside of these times (for example, for an appointment) must go 

through the school office and be signed in or out by an adult. Please note that Reception children will not fol-

low these timings until they are in full-time. 

Entry and exit doors—this will revert back to our previous approach.  The one way system will be gone.  All 

children entering school at the start and end of the day must come through the large playground gate.  Chil-

dren in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 must be dropped off through the Infant cloakroom door.  Children in 

Years 3-5 must enter through the Junior cloakroom door.  Children in Year 6 will enter through the Green 

playground door.   

At the end of the day: 

 Reception will exit out of their classroom door.  Parents should come through the back (kitchen) gate, 

pick up their child and then go round to the main playground gate to pick up older children. 

 Years 1 and 2 will exit out of the Infant cloakroom 

 Years 3, 4 and 5 will exit out of the Junior cloakroom 

 Year 6 will exit out of the Green playground door 



Inset Days 2021/2022 

TERM 3 

Monday 28th February 

2022 

TERM 5 

Friday 27th May 2022 

TERM 6 

Monday 11th May 2022 

Diary Dates 

Dates below are subject 

to change 

TERM 1 

Week 2 

Tuesday 14th September– 

Year 6 bikeability 

 

Week 3 

Tuesday 21st September– 

Year 6 bikeability 

 

Week 4 

Monday 27th Septem-

ber—RED Class first full 

day 

Tuesday 28th September– 

Year 6 bikeability 

 
School Attendance 

 

Our school attendance policy is also attached to this newsletter.  

Any child absent for an unknown reason is a safeguarding  

concern, please don’t just tell an adult on the door—you must 

also email or ring the office to let us know, or come to the office 

to tell us. 

 

Medical Appointments 

If you wish to take your child out of school for medical appointments, please 

email the school office in order for us to record their absence.  Where appropri-

ate please include a copy of the appointment letter for our records. Please note 

the office is closed for lunch 12.15 to 13.20 so please collect or drop off your 

child outside of these times. 

 

Holiday 

If you wish to take your child out of school for holiday, for any length of time, 

please submit your request via email. Term time holidays are actively  

discouraged but may be authorised in exceptional circumstances. We will then 

log your child’s absence as either ‘authorised holiday’ or ‘unauthorised holiday’. 

 

Illness  

If your child is ill, please call 01454 867474 after 8.30am or 01454 867475 for the 

answering machine outside of 8.30am-4.30pm.  

Cars and Kids Don’t Mix 
 

Please plan your journey to school carefully—see this 

video prepared by South Glos Council  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oLU2GrleEXI 

Please try to walk or cycle to school and if you must 

drive, park sensibly and be courteous to our neighbours. 

PE Days 

 

We will continue to ask children to come into school on their PE days in their PE 
kit. This has worked really well having children come into school all day in their 
kit, particularly for our younger pupils. It allows us to maximise learning time  
instead of changing and we have far fewer lost socks! 

PE days for each class are: 

Reception: Wednesday (starting Wednesday 6th October) 
Year 1: Thursday and Friday 
Year 2: Every Wednesday and alternating Monday/Friday 
Year 3: Every Tuesday and alternating Friday/Monday 
Year 4: Tuesday and Friday 
Year 5: Monday and Tuesday 
Year 6: Wednesday and Thursday 

Please note that Year 2 and Year 3 have alternating PE days, following a 2 week 
cycle.  Your child’s class teacher can further clarify this, if required. 



Google Classroom 
 

Due to the cyber attack we have had to change IT providers which in turn means we have had to start a new 
Google domain.  This means that your child’s old Google Classroom login details will no longer work and it 
may appear the account has been deleted. 
 
A letter detailing your child’s new login has been given to your child this week and an email has been sent to 
all parents detailing the new login procedures. Please contact the school office if you have any problems  
logging on or any questions related to Google Classroom.  
 
If you have recently joined our school (since June 2021) you may not receive a letter with your child’s login 
information. Please do not worry, we have requested these logins from our IT provider and a letter will follow 
shortly. Please do contact the office if you have not got a login and we will chase this for you. Many thanks 

Resound Foodbank 
 
Our local foodbank are ever so grateful for our continued support. 

Additional 
School Holiday 
 
The government has 

now regulated for a 

reduction in the 2021-

22 school year of one teaching day 

from 190 days to 189. This is to com-

pensate for the fact that the additional 

Platinum Jubilee Bank Holiday will fall 

in the already agreed midterm break.  

 

It has been decided that the school 

year in South Gloucestershire will end 

one day earlier, on Thursday 21st July 

2022 rather than Friday 22nd July 

2022.  This also means we will now be 

in school on Thursday 26th May 2022. 

After School Clubs 
 

Sports clubs are returning after school, 

now hosted by BW Sports Coaching. 

Mr Bradley Wilson, our in-school sports 

coach is well known by our children 

from their PE lessons and lunchtime 

activities. 

Clubs available include Dance, Foot-

ball, Playrangers, Gymnastics and 

Dodgeball. 

Please drop your order and money in a 

sealed envelope to the school office or 

book online. 

Letters about the clubs are attached to 

this newsletter. 


