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Red Class Newsletter – Term 5 2021

Dear Parents/Carers,

Welcome back!  I hope you all had a lovely Easter break and were able to enjoy the sunshine and some

outdoor activities now restrictions allow.  I hope you find the information in this newsletter useful.

This term’s topic

This term we are going to focus on the theme of ‘growing’ - this theme has a strong focus on the

Understanding the World area of learning, but we will use it as a vehicle to inspire and teach children

in all seven areas of learning.  As we move into the summer terms, and the end of children’s time in

the EYFS, we will be working hard to ensure children meet as many of the Early Learning Goals as

they are able to - an overview of the ‘I can’ statements we will be targeting is attached.

We will begin our topic by looking at how plants grow and simple plant life cycles, as well as looking at

the parts of different plants.  We will then look at some simple animal life cycles, mainly focusing on

the changes that happen in insects (e.g. caterpillar to butterfly), before finally looking at some

‘minibeasts’ in more detail.

Linked to this topic, we will be using these core texts this term, whilst continuing to develop a love of

reading through daily story-time of both fiction and non-fiction texts:

We will also read some alternative versions of the Jack and the Beanstalk story and compare them to the

‘traditional’ tale.

Literacy and Phonics

We have now learnt and revised all of the phoneme-grapheme correspondences for Phase 3 of the

Letters and Sounds phonics programme, meaning children have at least one way of representing every

sound in English.  The main focus for our Literacy this term will be for children to apply this

knowledge in order to decode words for reading and segment words for writing, using the

representations that they know.  In our discrete phonics lessons, we will be moving on to Phase 4 of

Letters and Sounds, focusing on applying children’s knowledge of graphemes in order to read and

write words containing adjacent consonants, and polysyllabic words. Examples of the types of words

we will be reading and writing are attached.  Word mats of all of the ‘tricky’ words we will be

learning this term are also attached.



The children have made fantastic progress with their reading and it has been so lovely to hear about

the attempts they are now making to read things at home. The most important learning that

children can do at home is to read regularly, so please make time to hear your child read their

phonics book every day.  It is also important to foster a love of reading by sharing your child’s

school library book or another ‘reading for pleasure’ book as a family. Library books will continue to

be changed on a Wednesday and phonics books will continue to be changed on a Friday, so

please ensure that your child has these books in their bag.

As before, we will be encouraging children to write as part of their play, as well as asking them to

write one ‘formal’ piece in their writing book each week, working with an adult to do so.

If you find that your child is finding blending or segmenting difficult, or you feel that they are less

secure with some of their sounds, please support this wherever possible at home.  The Letters and

Sounds videos (https://lettersandsounds.org.uk/for-home/reception) provide excellent phonics

lessons to practise individual sounds, as well as word reading and writing, and there are also some

great ‘Learning to Blend’ video lessons here

https://lettersandsounds.org.uk/for-home/learning-to-blend. Some of the games on Phonics Play

(https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/resources) remain free and are a fun way to practise those phonics

skills too.  Please let me know if you would like more advice about this.

Mathematics

This term we are going to focus some more on ‘teen’ numbers, ensuring children understand how these

numbers are composed, what they look like when written down and how to order and compare these

numbers.  We will consolidate addition and subtraction, and are going to begin to look at doubling and

halving.   As before, we are always looking for opportunities for children to use numbers and counting

incidentally in their learning and play – if possible, please look out for opportunities for dealing with

numbers at home too.

Reminders

● Children need to bring a water bottle (water only please, not squash or fizzy drinks) to school

every day.

● Every child is entitled to a free piece of fruit at snack time - you are welcome to provide your

own but this must be a piece of fruit, not a wrapped snack.

● Milk is provided for children under the age of 5 - if you’d like your child to continue to receive

milk once they turn 5, please speak to the office regarding ordering and payment.

● School lunches need to be pre-ordered on ParentPay, even if your child is having a packed

lunch from home.  This can be done up to 3 weeks in advance.

● We like to learn outside whatever the weather so please ensure your child has a suitable coat

every day.

● Our PE day continues to be Wednesday - this term we are hoping to do PE outside as we are

being taught by a cricket coach, so please dress appropriately.

● Forest skills also continues on Wednesdays, so please bring Wellies to school if they are not

already in the box.

● If the weather is particularly sunny, please send your child into school with a sun hat and

wearing sun cream - we are unable to apply this for them but they can reapply themselves if

you wish.

As always, please get in touch if you have any questions, queries or concerns.  Thank you.

Mrs Leech
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