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Spring has Sprung 

It has been lovely to see the weather gradually improving.  Even with the rain today, it has been getting  

warmer and it has been lovely to see classes spending more time outside.  It has also been clear that, now 

children have all been back for a few weeks, we are settling into our new routine.  Even with the IT issues we 

have had teachers have been continuing to teach lessons and, as we have been able to provide laptops for 

them and we now have some WiFi, the learning experiences have improved for our children. 

Key Procedures for Testing 

In terms of the context of the pandemic, there are undoubtedly positives.  Cases continue to drop nationally 

and locally.  The rise in testing and widespread vaccinations has improved everyone's safety.  However, de-

spite this, we are still working under the guidelines set by the Department for Education.  This means that if  

children show symptoms of Covid then they have to go for a test.  It also means that we will have to close 

class bubbles if a child or member of staff tests positive. 

In regard to testing, please remember that there are two types of tests.  There are Lateral-Flow Devices (LFD) 

and Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR).  LFD tests are the ones used by school staff and secondary school 

pupils to self-test - they show an immediate result.  Families can order LFD tests if they have school-age chil-

dren, so I know some of you may have access to these. 

There has been some confusion over these tests and I would like to clarify how this works.  If we ask you to 

book a test, because your child has symptoms, you MUST book a PCR test on the NHS website or through 

119.  We will only allow a child (or member of staff with symptoms) into school if they have a negative PCR 

test.  When someone has a positive LFD test (for example a member of staff who is testing twice a week) 

they then have to book a PCR test and the action we take is defined by the result of the PCR.  In that case, 

the PCR can over-ride the LFD result.  It is really important you are aware of this - we have had to tell a few 

parents their child still could not return to school as they did a LFD test.  In those cases we have asked the 

parent to book a PCR test. 

The return date is key for us.  Please bear in mind that the 10 days of self-isolation starts from the first day 

symptoms appear.  If an individual has no symptoms (they are asymptomatic) then the 10 days self-isolation 

starts on the day of the test. Please remember the 10 days does not include the first day. 

This system unfortunately had to be tested this week, as we have had to ask the Year 5 bubble to self-

isolate.  This is unfortunate for those pupils, parents and staff, but it is essential to avoid an outbreak.  Luckily, 

even though our school IT network is still down, Google Classroom is unaffected, so remote learning for that 

class has continued, although we are currently unable to offer live lessons for those pupils. 

Our priority continues to be that we will closely follow our risk assessment in order to keep everyone 

safe.  We greatly appreciate the way you all support us with this.  However, this pandemic has been an ever-

evolving situation and there have been many changes over the last year in regard to lockdown rules and 

school safety guidelines.  If there is something you are unsure about, please ask and we will let you know 

straight away. 

Have a good weekend, stay safe. 

 

Karl Hemmings, Headteacher 



Diary Dates 
Dates below are sub-

ject to change 

 

TERM 4 

Learning Meetings  

this week 

Monday 29th March—

PTFA AGM 

Thursday 1st April—

Last Day of Term 

 

TERM 5 

Week 1 

Monday 19th April—

First Day of Term 

Y6 Bikeability 

 

 

 

 

 

Inset Days 2020/21 

 

TERM 5 

Friday 28th May 2021 

TERM 6 

Friday 9th July 2021 

Red Nose Day 
 

It was lovely to see all the children dressed in RED last Friday.  

So many children had the official merchandise T-shirts or Red 

Noses. The charity had a successful event and have so far 

raised an amazing £52,025,485. 

We did not collect money on this occasion directly but if you 

would like to donate it’s not too late, text NOSE to 70205 to do-

nate £5 or visit comicrelief.com. 

Changes to Test and Trace Support Payments for Parents 
 

Parents and carers of children who have been advised to self-isolate by their  
education setting or by NHS Test and Trace are now able to apply for a Test and 
Trace Support Payment or discretionary payment of £500, if they meet the eligibility 
criteria. The extension of the Test and Trace Support Payment scheme, which is 
administered by district and unitary local authorities in England, ensures that  
parents receive the financial support they need if they are unable to attend work 
due to childcare responsibilities.  
 
Parents and carers should apply to their local authority to receive a payment.  
Applications for the Test and Trace Support Payment scheme are made via the  
local authority in which the parent or carer resides, not the local authority where the 
setting is situated, if these are different.  
 
To be eligible applicants must meet all of the criteria that: 

• they are the parent or guardian of a child or young person in the same house-
hold and need to take time off work to care for them while they self-isolate. This is 
limited to one parent or guardian per household for the child or young person’s self-
isolation period 

• they are employed or self-employed 

• they cannot work from home while undertaking caring responsibilities and will 
lose income as a result 
they meet all the other means-tested eligibility criteria for a Test and Trace Support 
Payment or locally determined criteria for a discretionary payment 
 
That their child or young person: 

• is aged 15 or under (or 25 or under with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHC)) 
and normally attends an education or childcare setting 

• has been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace or by their education or childcare 
setting because they have been identified as a close contact of someone who has tested 
positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) 
 



Learning Meetings w/c 29
th

 March 2021 
 

In the last week of term there will be an opportunity to have a telephone meeting with your child’s class 

teacher. In normal times this would be a discussion on recent assessments. This year the teachers can  

discuss how your child has settled back into school after the lockdown and is an opportunity for you to raise 

any particular concerns.  

All learning meetings are booked via the Arbor app or website under “Guardian Consultation” and availability  

for each teacher displayed below. Please note which parent/guardian the teacher will be calling and the  

telephone number to use. There are enough slots that separated parents can book individual appointments  

if required. If you are fortunate to have multiple children attend our school, please keep a break between  

appointments to allow for delays to the schedule. It will be possible to book meetings on the Arbor app or 

website upto and including Sunday 28th March after which time, please contact the office to arrange.  

Class Staff 
Afternoon Session 

1.15-3.05 and 3.30-4.50 

After School Session 

3.30-5.50 

Red/Reception Mrs Leech Wednesday 31st March Tuesday 30th March 

Orange/Year 1 Miss Wood Monday 29th March Wednesday 31st March 

Yellow/Year 2 Mr Poole Wednesday 31st March Tuesday 30th March 

Green/Year 3 
Mrs Sheldrick 

Mrs Thorn 

Thursday 1st April 

- 

- 

Tuesday 30th March 

Blue/Year 4 Mrs Foley Tuesday 30th March Wednesday 31st March 

Indigo/Year 5 
Mrs Morson 

Mrs Adams 

- 

Monday 29th March 

Wednesday 31st March 

- 

Violet/Year 6 Miss Mountford Tuesday 30
th
 March Wednesday 31

st
 March 

Improvements to Red Class Outdoor Area 
 

Red class have made some lovely improvements to their outside  

area.  A huge thank you goes to Bristol Artificial Grass Company for 

their generous donation of astroturf, www.bristolgrass.co.uk 

 



PTFA 
 

Hello from the PTFA! We are normally busy this time of year organising an egg hunt, unfortunately we won’t 

be able to run that event this year. We were planning to run an Egg Trail over Easter weekend, very similar 

to the Snowman and Heart trails we have run previously. Unfortunately, this event has been cancelled due to 

the low number of entries.  

 

We are registered for EasyFundraising so before any online purchases please check through the EasyFund-

raising website to see if the company would support the PTFA from your purchase. There is no additional 

cost to you. 

 

AGM—Monday 29th March 2021 5.30pm 

The current committee will be standing down this term. Being on the PTFA is a very rewarding role, offering 

you the opportunity to create fun events for the whole school community. If you have ever thought, ‘this 

would be better if’ or ‘I’ve got an idea for an event’ then this is the time to step forward and share 

your ideas. The committee meetings usually take place in a local pub to ena-

ble as many people as possible to attend and the workload is shared so you 

can contribute as  

much as you like. If you would like to join in and be a part of the committee 

please complete the form below and return it via email to pfta@egps.org.uk  

 

The roles of the PTFA are: 

Chair and Vice-Chair 

Secretary and Vice-Secretary 

Treasurer and Vice-Treasurer 

 

EMERSONS GREEN PRIMARY SCHOOL PTFA  

I would like to know more about how I can get involved with the PTFA. 

 

Name: __________________________________________________ 

 

 

Name of Child/ren: ________________________________________ 

 

 

Class/es: ________________________________________________ 

 

 

It would be lovely to see as many parents as possible at the AGM, even if 

you’re not intending to volunteer for one of the roles. Whilst we are unable 

to hold our AGM in our usual way this year it will still go ahead at the end 

of this term via Microsoft Teams. Please click this link Click Here to join 

the meeting to join.  We look forward to hearing from you. 

The role/s I am interested in 

are: 

 Chair  

Vice-

Chair 

 

Secretary  

Vice-

Secretary 

 

Treasurer  

Vice-

Treasurer 

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3aae2d4266a9434c648a38309cd83e50c8%40thread.tacv2/1615558267357?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%227c2b4b25-e322-4ab0-9354-b0298b90cc47%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22479e7fd9-0a5f-47f3-b484-262495d35269%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3aae2d4266a9434c648a38309cd83e50c8%40thread.tacv2/1615558267357?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%227c2b4b25-e322-4ab0-9354-b0298b90cc47%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22479e7fd9-0a5f-47f3-b484-262495d35269%22%7d

