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A Community with Strong Values 
 
As I have mentioned previously in letters and emails, we are aware that there may be some nerves amongst 
children, staff and parents about school reopening.  However, one of the key ways of ensuring this is positive 
is to focus on celebrating the pride we have  in our community for all that they have achieved through this 
tricky time.  In considering how best to represent this, I would like to reflect on all that we should be proud of, 
in relation to our new school values: 
Perseverance—in terms of this school value, we are unbelievably proud of the perseverance shown by  all 
our children in managing to live through this tricky time.   We also know that our staff have had to show  
fantastic resilience by being flexible enough to adapt to new ways of working.  We are also really proud of 
our parents and carers, who have all had a very tricky time throughout this period and have been so  
amazingly supportive of all that we have done. 
Creativity—being a teacher takes creativity and having to learn to lead remote learning has required lots of 
this!  In addition, parents supporting their children at home have had to find increasingly creative ways to 
keep their children interested.  As a result of all this, our pupils have had some amazing opportunities to  
develop their own creativity. 
Inclusivity—it is much harder to include everybody when we have all been separated.  However, I have 
been constantly amazed by so many examples of children reaching our to their peers, often on Google 
Classroom, by parents supporting each other and by staff taking steps to make sure everyone can be  
included as much as possible. 
Curiosity—we know it essential for our children to develop enquiring minds in order to be great learners.  
The amazing activities planned by our teachers have focused on stimulating children’s brains rather than dull  
worksheet activities.  I have been so impressed with the ways parents at home have worked to ensure   
children’s learning is stimulating them and always blown away by the different ways our pupils express  
curiosity with their learning ,whether it is in person, through Classroom messages or on a Google Meet. 
Enthusiasm—maintaining enthusiasm throughout this tricky time has not been easy,  but if there is one 
thing you can say about the Emersons Green community, it is that they have LOTS of Enthusiasm.  Children 
have been a delight when enthusiastically sharing their learning, parents at home have kept their children 
excited about their learning and staff, knowing how important this is, have made sure they communicate  
enthusiasm to all of our children, wherever they are, to help keep everyone motivated. 
Kindness—as our community has been fragmented and we have all had our own worries throughout the 
pandemic, kindness has become an  essential part of all of our lives.  I am aware of so many times when 
staff have been kind to each other or to families and children.  We have been able to celebrate so many 
times when children have been kind and I have been so thankful to those parents and carers who have been 
so kind supporting each other.  What a caring community we have! 
Respect—this value  is so important in our community.  At Emersons Green we believe it is essential to  
celebrate how we are all different and respect those differences.  We are aware that, throughout this  
pandemic, each individual at our school has had different needs and experiences.  I know that everyone in 
our community has worked really hard to make sure everyone’s individual needs were met as much as  
possible and everyone was given a voice, which is an important part  of any community. 
 
Our School Values are not just words. They form the core of what we believe is essential for our community.  
Life is never perfect and there are always challenges in life, but in a community  with such strong, shared 
values, I believe we can work together and support each other in overcoming obstacles and building towards 
a better future for us all. 

Take care and stay safe,  

Karl Hemmings, Headteacher 



Inset Days 2020/2021 

TERM 5 

Friday 28th May 2021 

TERM 6 

Friday 9th July 2021 

Diary Dates 

Dates below are subject 

to change 

TERM 4 

Week 3 

Monday 8th March—All 

students return to school 

Week 4 

Friday 19th March—Red 

Nose Day 

Week 5 

Week 6 

Thursday 1st April—Last 

Day of Term 

TERM 4 

Week 1 

Monday 19th April—First 

Day of Term 

A Wonderful World Book Day 

 

Yesterday was World Book day, an important event in the school calendar.  

Reading is an essential part of children’s learning and we know the joy that can 

come from reading a great book,  so we wanted to make sure this day was as 

special as possible.  In planning for this day, we felt it was very important for it to 

be as equitable as possible.  With so many children at home, simply having  

children dress up and holding events in school would not allow out community to 

share in this experience.  Therefore, we planned the whole day as a ‘screen-free’ 

day to allow everyone an opportunity to take break from Google Classroom and 

focus  on activities planned by our teachers that everyone would be able to take 

part in.  It was wonderful to walk around the school yesterday and see the lovely, 

creative activities being undertaken in each class.  Equally, it has been fantastic 

to see that everyone at home has been doing for World Book day.  Many thanks 

to all staff and to all parents at home for making this such a special day for our 

children. 

 

Red Nose Day 
 
As in previous years we are supporting Red Nose Day on Friday 19th 

March.  Children are welcome to WEAR RED to school on that Friday.  

If you wish to donate to this charity event please visit comicrelief.com or 

text NOSE to 70205 to donate £5. Please note we are NOT collecting 

funds in school on this occasion. 

Cars and Kids Don’t Mix 
 

Please plan your journey to school carefully—see this 

video prepared by South Glos Council  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oLU2GrleEXI 

Please try to walk or cycle to school and if you must 

drive, park sensibly and be courteous to our neighbours. 



Surge Testing 
 

You will all be aware that Public Health England and NHS Test and Trace have announced that South 
Gloucestershire will be providing additional community testing for Covid-19, following the identification in the 
area of the Variant of Concern first identified in Manaus, Brazil (P.1). 
  
Additional community testing, also known as surge testing, will follow the same process that was in place in 
parts of South Gloucestershire earlier this month.  
  
It will invite residents who live in five postcode sectors (BS32 0; BS32 8; BS32 9; BS34 5; BS34 6), who are 
aged 16 and over and who are asymptomatic (without symptoms of Covid-19), to come forward for testing, 
as well as people who travel into that area for work or to visit someone they are in a support bubble with. 
  
The P.1 variant has been designated ‘of concern’ as it shares some important mutations with the variant first 
identified in South Africa.  It is possible that this variant may respond less well to current vaccines but more 
work is needed to understand this. Public Health England have stressed that these cases have been identi-
fied thanks to the UK’s advanced sequencing capabilities which means we are finding more variants and 
mutations than many other countries and are therefore able to take action quickly. So, by coming forward for 
this surge testing you will help us continue to drive down cases in the community. 
  
There are no instructions for education settings to close in areas where new variants have been identified 
and we are not expecting a change in the government plan that all students return to school from Monday 8 
March. South Gloucestershire Council is committed to the return of our children and young people and we 
want to reassure you that we are working with school leaders to ensure this is undertaken safely.  We are 
following the DfE guidance and have produced our own local guidance to support the return, including infor-
mation around testing, risk prevention measures and how schools can further enhance safety inside and out-
side the classroom.  At the heart of our approach is what is best for our children and young people and how 
they can re-engage with their peers and receive the in-school live teaching that is so important to their learn-
ing and wellbeing.  
   
The surge testing is a short-term exercise in addition to any other testing you have in place and you are en-
couraged to have both. You can collect multiple surge testing kits for family members over 16 and neigh-
bours who aren’t able to. You only need to carry out one surge test per person.  
  
You do not need to self-isolate while waiting for the results of a community surge test and you only need to 
carry out this test once.  
  
Do not have a ‘surge’ test if you have any reason to believe you may be unwell. If you are experienc-
ing symptoms of Covid-19 you should instead book a coronavirus test (GOV.UK) https://www.gov.uk/get-
coronavirus-test 
  
The important thing to remember is that Covid-19, no matter what variant it is, spreads in the same way. 
That means the measures to stop it spreading do not change. Please continue to stay at home as much as 
possible and if you do need to go out for essential reasons, cover your nose and mouth, wash your hands 
thoroughly and keep your distance. 
  
For further info, including the community surge testing sites you can visit and the venues you can ‘collect 
and drop’ kits to take a surge test at home, visit: www.southglos.gov.uk/surgetesting  
  
For full details of the additional community testing and all other testing: Testing, self-isolating and vaccination 
| BETA - South Gloucestershire Council (southglos.gov.uk) https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/testing/#community
-testing-additional-covid-19-surge-testing 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fget-coronavirus-test&data=04%7C01%7C%7C8ecb76787e2c46435e9f08d8cadd7b45%7C6378a7a50f214482aee0897eb7de331f%7C0%7C0%7C637482399887208852%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAi
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/surgetesting
https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/testing/#community-testing-additional-covid-19-surge-testing
https://beta.southglos.gov.uk/testing/#community-testing-additional-covid-19-surge-testing


PTFA 
 

 
AGM—New Committee Members 
The current committee will be standing down this term.  Being on the PTFA is a very rewarding role, offering 
you the opportunity to create fun events for the whole school community.  If you have ever thought, ‘this 
would be better if’ or ‘I’ve got an idea for an event’ then this is the time to step forward and share your ide-
as.  The committee meetings usually take place in a local pub to enable as many people as possible to at-
tend and the workload is shared so you can contribute as much as you like.  If you would like to join in and 
be a part of the committee please complete the form below and return it via email to pfta@egps.org.uk 
 

The roles of the PTFA are: 
Chair and Vice –Chair 
Secretary and Vice-Secretary 
Treasurer and Vice-Treasurer 

 
It would be lovely to see as many parents as possible at the AGM, even if you’re not intending 
to volunteer for one of the roles.  Whilst we are unable to hold our AGM in our usual way this 

year it will still go ahead after this term—date to be announced shortly.   We look forward to hearing from 
you. 

EMERSONS GREEN PRIMARY SCHOOL PTFA 

I would like to know more about how I can get involved with the PTFA. 

 

 

Name:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Name of child / ren: ___________________________________________ 

 

 

Class / es: ___________________________________________________ 

The role/s I am interested 

in are: 

Chair  

Vice Chair  

Secretary  

Vice-Secretary  

Treasurer  

Vice-Treasurer  

SUGGESTIONS / IDEAS FOR PTFA EVENTS / FUNDRAISING / PURCHASES: 

Please let us know if you have any ideas or suggestions for the PTFA. 

mailto:pfta@egps.org.uk

