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A Challenging Time for Our Community 

 

This has certainly been a challenging time for us all.  Whether children have been learning in school or  

learning at home, another change has been thrust upon them which has affected the continuity of their  

learning.  Staff have found this period tricky, juggling the teaching of children in school with the commitment 

to also supporting those pupils who were not able to come into school.  Despite this, I am really proud of how 

staff have risen to this  challenge.  A big thank you and recognition of a great job under difficult  

circumstances also goes to our parents.  All of you have been affected by this current lockdown, at home, in 

your workplace, with your childcare arrangements or if you are having to home-school your child.  You all 

have my respect for how you have managed this. 

 

We have been told by the government that schools would open 8th March at the earliest, which is the third 

week after half term.  They have also told us they would give us two weeks warning so we could prepare.  

We are anticipating and hoping that this means they will announce in the first few days of term when and 

how  schools will reopen.  We have not been given any advance notification of this, but, as Covid cases and 

deaths continue to fall nationally, we really hope this means schools will be able to reopen in March. 

 

Whatever the outcome, we remain here for you.  Please do contact  us immediately if you have any con-

cerns.  During school closure, our teaching staff are able to ring you to talk to you or your child,  so let us 

know if there is anything you need to talk about and we will quickly get back to you. 

 

Remote Learning Parent Survey 

 

We have been pleased with many of the additions and improvements we have made to our remote learning 

package.  However, only parents and carers will really be able to know how effectively it is working.  Last 

week we sent out a link to a Google Form survey to get feedback from you about this.  Please do complete 

this survey by Wednesday 17th February if you have not already done so. The survey will close on this 

day to enable us to report on the results. 

 

We aware that the first link to this survey did not work, but this has now been sorted. Please click on the link 

below to complete the survey: 

 

https://forms.gle/XYLY9PU2uvTU3s7r8 

 

I hope you all manage to find some time to spend with your family and loved ones over the half term break. 

 

 

 

Take care and stay safe 

 

Karl Hemmings, Headteacher 

https://forms.gle/XYLY9PU2uvTU3s7r8


Inset Days 2020/2021 

TERM 5 

Friday 28th May 2021 

TERM 6 

Friday 9th July 2021 

Diary Dates 

Dates below are subject 

to change 

 

TERM 4 

Week 1 

Monday 22nd February—

First day of term 

 

School open only to  

keyworker or vulnerable 

children. Activities  

suspended. 

Return to school to be 

announced after half 

term. 

World Book Day—4
th

 March 

 

To celebrate World Book Day we are planning a 

“SCREEN FREE” day*. The children will be set a  

series of book-related activities to do that day  

instead.  There will be a “pick and mix” set of activities 

for all children to choose from, enabling siblings to 

work together on the same projects/activities.  Each 

class will then have a Google Meet on Friday 5th 

March for the children to share their World Book Day 

activities.  Look out for more news about the planned 

activities after half term. 

 

A book token is attached to this newsletter which is redeemable against any of 

the range of £1 books released for World Book Day or for any other book or  

audio book costing £2.99 or more in participating bookshops and supermarkets. 

 

*There will be no Google Meets or Google Classroom on Thursday 4th March. 

Remote Learning Survey  
 

After a whole term of remote learning for most pupils, 
we are very keen to get feedback from parents whose 
children have been learning remotely. Please  
complete the questionnaire in as much detail as  
possible. We are aware all children are coping differently with remote learning, 
so please complete a form for each child in your family if necessary. The Google 
Form link is https://forms.gle/XYLY9PU2uvTU3s7r8 and will be available until 
Wednesday 17th February. 

Year 1 Superhero Day 
 

Nothing can stop Orange class from having superhero 
meetings! It has been an appropriate topic this term from 
celebrating past superheroes (Florence Nightingale) to 
present superheroes (NHS). However, we HAD to  
celebrate non-fiction style by writing comics, going on  
special missions, building a super city and reading  
Traction Man's adventures!  
 
Just remember...if you ever need a superhero...you know 
where we are! 

CBBC on YouTube 

Just like Blue Peter, CBBC can now be found on 

YouTube. Daily videos suitable for 5-11 year olds are 

uploaded with a wide range of genres from factual 

shows, news, dramas, comedy to entertainment. 

https://forms.gle/XYLY9PU2uvTU3s7r8


Winter Grant Scheme 
 

The Winter Grant scheme aims to help meet immediate needs and really support those families who are 

struggling to afford food and utility bills (heating, cooking, lighting) and water for household purposes 

(including drinking, washing, cooking, central heating, sewerage and sanitary purposes), or other related es-

sentials.  

The financial support could include more practical items such as purchase of blankets or more expensive 

items such as boiler / oven repairs or perhaps even a replacement oven if the existing one is broken beyond 

safe use / repair.  

Parents and carers contact CAB on 03444 111 444 or the Council on 0800 953 7778 Quoting Winter 

Grant funding.  

Joy of Moving Winter Games 2021 
 

The English Football League Trust have launched the Joy of Moving Winter Games 
- a physical activity pack filled with simple games and activities for children and fam-
ilies to play at home during the winter months. The aim is to inspire active lifestyles 
in children and to teach them how to enjoy moving through play and to help them 
develop positive habits for adulthood. All that is needed for the activities is a small space, some willing partic-
ipants and a small amount of equipment – which can even be made from every day household items! We 
hope you enjoy this resource and that it helps you to get moving!  The pack is attached to this newsletter. 

New Wellbeing course: The Portable Relaxation Toolkit 
 
A six week Wellbeing Course for parents and carers, with thanks to funding from South Gloucestershire Council. 

We all need to have the energy to care so it’s important to look after our own health and wellbeing needs. Learn-
ing how to practise self-care and relaxation techniques will help enable us to keep going, supporting and caring for 
our families. 

Helena Dawson of Chessel Bay Therapies will be leading weekly online workshops on a Thursday evening 8-9pm 
via Zoom, and invites you to learn and practice self-relaxation techniques.  Helena is a local complementary thera-
pist, who has experience in working with groups and individuals who are suffering from anxiety, stress and pain. 
Her aim is to support people feeling better, in their journey to wellbeing. 

Helena believes in self-care and so will be offering a range of portable relaxation techniques through the next few 
weeks. She hopes that you will find a calmer and more relaxed you with an increased sense of wellbeing! 

Introduction & Stress     GROUP 1 
Sleep       https://www.jigsawthornbury.org.uk/event/wellbeing- 
Hand Reflexology     the-portable-relaxation-toolkit-3/2021-02-25/ 
Mindfulness      GROUP 2 
Indian Head Massage     https://www.jigsawthornbury.org.uk/event/wellbeing-
Toolkit Review     the-portable-relaxation-toolkit-4/2021-04-20/ 

Thanks for the Pizza!  
 

Recently we were offered pizza from Dominos: “Since the pandemic began 
back in March last year, Domino’s has been privileged to be able to stay open 
and serve its communities. As a way of saying a huge thank you to all those 
incredible heroes keeping the UK going, we’d like to offer a complimentary 
pizza order to all the staff who are currently teaching onsite, and keeping schools open at this difficult time”.  
Today our staff thoroughly enjoyed pizza for their lunch—a much appreciated treat! 

https://www.jigsawthornbury.org.uk/event/wellbeing-the-portable-relaxation-toolkit-3/2021-02-25/
https://www.jigsawthornbury.org.uk/event/wellbeing-the-portable-relaxation-toolkit-4/2021-04-20/
https://www.jigsawthornbury.org.uk/event/wellbeing-the-portable-relaxation-toolkit-4/2021-04-20/


PTFA 
 

Hearts Trail 
We have been so pleased with the success of our hearts trail so far.  We have many  
fabulous hearts for you find over the holidays, we are really hoping everyone will enjoy their 
lockdown walks a little more looking for these.  If your child is in school, the map will be 
coming home with your child tonight, and an electronic version is attached to this newsletter. Please let us 
know which heart is your favourite.  We really hope you enjoy the trail and if you feel able please make a do-
nation via ParentPay to the PTFA, all funds are used by school to enhance your child’s education  
experience.   
 

AGM—New Committee Members 
The current committee will be standing down next term.  Being on the PTFA is a very reward-
ing role, offering you the opportunity to create fun events for the whole school community.  If 
you have ever thought, ‘this would be better if’ or ‘I’ve got an idea for an event’ then this is the 
time to step forward and share your ideas.  The committee meetings usually take place in a 
local pub to enable as many people as possible to attend and the workload is shared so you 
can contribute as much as you like.  If you would like to join in and be a part of the committee 

please complete the form below and return it via email to pfta@egps.org.uk 
 
The roles of the PTFA are: 

Chair and Vice –Chair 
Secretary and Vice-Secretary 
Treasurer and Vice-Treasurer 

 
It would be lovely to see as many parents as possible at the AGM, even if you’re not 
intending to volunteer for one of the roles.  Whilst we are unable to hold our AGM in our usual way this year 
it will still go ahead after half term.   We look forward to hearing from you. 

EMERSONS GREEN PRIMARY SCHOOL PTFA 

I would like to know more about how I can get involved with the PTFA. 

 

 

Name:  ______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Name of child / ren: ___________________________________________ 

 

 

Class / es: ___________________________________________________ 

The role/s I am interested 

in are: 

Chair  

Vice Chair  

Secretary  

Vice-Secretary  

Treasurer  

Vice-Treasurer  

SUGGESTIONS / IDEAS FOR PTFA EVENTS / FUNDRAISING / PURCHASES: 

Please let us know if you have any ideas or suggestions for the PTFA. 

mailto:pfta@egps.org.uk

