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Children’s Mental Health Week 

This week is Children’s Mental Health Week (1st-7th February).  At Emersons Green Primary, we know that 

mental health is as important as physical health.  Encouraging children to be aware of their feelings and 

teaching them strategies to manage this is a core part of our curriculum.  This year's event is based on the 

theme of ‘Express Yourself’.  Creativity is one of our School Values and expressing ourselves through  

creativity is an important tool for supporting ourselves and feeling good.  For more information, have a look 

at the Children’s Mental Health Week website, at https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/ 

 

Managing our mental health is even more critical at this exceptionally difficult time.  For most children, simply 

being able to come to school every day provides them with many opportunities to express themselves and 

be supported.  We  are aware that those of you who are supporting your child with remote learning are  

currently not able to access this provision in the same way.  Do not forget that we are always here to support 

you—just let us know if you or your child need any help. 

 

We have been made aware of a really good course available for parents that can help with supporting their 

child while remote learning.  This course is currently free and further information can be found through this  

link : https://www.creativeeducation.co.uk/courses/you-can-support-your-worried-child/ 
 

Pupil Numbers 

We have asked all parents to let us know if their child will need a school space next term, but not all of you 

have let us know.  Even if your child is already attending school this term, you need to let us know what you 

will require next term by the end of next week (Friday 12th February). It is still essential that we keep  

numbers in school as low as possible, so we will not be able to meet everyone’s needs if too many 

people request a place.   

 

Staffing Changes 

Many thanks and congratulations to Sophie Chivers, Teaching Assistant, who is leaving us to undertake a 

Teacher Training course.  A warm welcome to Sally Thacker and Debbie Winter, who have been appointed 

as Teaching Assistants. 

 

Our Wonderful PTFA 

We always really appreciate the work carried out by our wonderful PTFA, who organise events for the  

community and raise money for our children.  Even during school closures and lockdowns, our PTFA have 

produced some wonderfully creative opportunities to bring our community together, including Christmas 

cards, Christmas tree decorations and the community Snowman trail.  The next exciting event is a Hearts 

trail around Emersons Green (see this newsletter for more information). 

 

We will be holding the PTFA Annual General Meeting next term.  The team who have been leading this over 

the past few years will be standing down, so it is really important we have volunteers attend who can help 

keep the PTFA activities and fund-raising going in future years.  I know that parents with young children can 

be reluctant to take on the burden of more work, but your help and support would be gratefully appreciated 

by us all and, without a PTFA, the vital work they do would just not happen.  Keep an eye out for the date of 

the AGM when we publish it in a future newsletter. 

 

Take care and stay safe—Karl Hemmings, Headteacher 

https://www.creativeeducation.co.uk/courses/you-can-support-your-worried-child/


Inset Days 2020/2021 

TERM 5 

Friday 28th May 2021 

TERM 6 

Friday 9th July 2021 

Diary Dates 

Dates below are subject 

to change 

TERM 3 

Week 6 

School open only to  

keyworker or vulnerable 

children. Activities  

suspended. 

Friday 12th February—

Last day of term. 

 

TERM 4 

Week 1 

Monday 22nd February—

First day of term 

School open only to  

keyworker or vulnerable 

children. Activities  

suspended. 

Children’s Mental Health Week, 1
st

 to 7
th

 February 

 

You are likely to already be aware that the mental health of children and young 

people has been affected more than ever over the past year, with the impact of 

the pandemic on top of the usual pressures they face. 

To help raise awareness of Children and Young People’s Mental Health we are 

hosting a FREE webinar series that will launch during Children’s Mental Health 

Week (1st-7th Feb 2021) and continue throughout February 2021. If you are 

based in South Glos, work with children and young people, are a parent/carer, or 

a young person there are webinars for everyone! Please share the info below as 

widely as possible. 

Webinar Presenters Include: 

Nova Associates; Jigsaw Thornbury; Barnardo’s; OTR; South Glos Parents and 

Carers; Creative Youth Network; Attention Seekers; Kooth; Diversity Trust; West-

port; Ace Wellbeing; South Gloucestershire Council Mental Health and Wellbeing 

Team; Local Schools; CAMHS. 

For more information and to book: Webinar Series | Mind you (southglos.gov.uk). 

If you have any questions please contact the Mental Health and Emotional Well-

being Team at MentalHealth@southglos.gov.uk  

Remote Learning Survey  
 

After a whole term of remote learning for most pupils, 
we are very keen to get feedback from parents whose 
children have been learning remotely. Please  
complete the questionnaire in as much detail as  
possible. We are aware all children are coping differently with remote learning, 
so please complete a form for each child in your family if necessary. The Google 
Form link is https://forms.gle/XYLY9PU2uvTU3s7r8. Many thanks. 

Foodbank 
 
During these uncertain times the foodbank is needed more than ever before. If you are 

able to donate to them, their February shopping list is as follows: 

Washing up liquid, shaving foam, small shampoos, small bottles of squash, tomato 

based pasta sauce, pesto, UHT milk, packets of smash (dried potato), chicken in white 

sauce, meatball in gravy or tomato sauce, super noodles (but not pot noodles), small 

tins o f spam, tinned fish, tinned carrots and mushrooms, macaroni cheese, rice pudding, small bottles of 

tomato ketchup, soaps, savoury biscuits/crackers. Please NO pasta, rice or baked beans as they have lots. 

 

They are open for donations every Friday between 10am-12pm at the Resound Centre, Blackhorse Road, 

Mangotsfield, BS16 9BP 

Thank you very much to all your kind support. 

Home Learning Packs 

 

Paper copies of the home learning packs for the first week of next term will be 

ready for collection from Monday 22nd February.  Please do not collect before 

9.30am to reduce the foot traffic on school site. 

https://southglos.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d80523c882d7ac64e89f5e037&id=c0757f0b5f&e=daea31e68f
mailto:MentalHealth@southglos.gov.uk
https://forms.gle/XYLY9PU2uvTU3s7r8


PTFA 
 

Half term Hearts! 
 
After our successful Snowman trail we are running a Heart Trail for half term.  We are  
asking for families to design a heart and display it in their window from 9am Sat 13th Feb 
until 5pm Sunday 21st Feb.   Please email ptfa@egps.org.uk by Friday 5th February with 
your address and name of your heart to be included in the trail.  We are hoping to have a 
large number of hearts displayed for children to find.  There is a heart template included 
with this newsletter but please feel free to design your own if you prefer.  To support our 
currently limited fundraising efforts there will be a donation for this event via ParentPay if you feel able.   
 
AGM 
 
Whilst we are unable to hold our AGM in our usual way this year it will still go 
ahead after half term.  Most committee members have now served 3 years on 
the PTFA committee which is the recommended maximum time meaning 
there will be LOTS of opportunities for new members to come forward for 
roles.  If you would like to find out more information about becoming Chair, 
Vice-Chair, Treasurer, Vice-Treasurer or Secretary please email 
ptfa@egps.org.uk We look forward to hearing from you. 

10 Bake Challenge 
 
This is a new virtual baking event.  This 
is the chance for you to put your baking 
skills to the ultimate test through up to 
10 exciting challenges and raise some dough for your local NHS in Bristol.  
Sign-up via their website: 
https://www.southmeadhospitalcharity.org.uk/events/bake-well-10-bake-challenge/ 
 
Access the full challenge pack through the welcome email that follows—including helpful tips, colourful cake 
flags and everything needed for recipe success! 
 
Whether brand new to baking or master cake makers, your support will come at a critical time to our NHS. 
With your help they can continue to fund state-of-the-art equipment, pioneering research and other vital pro-
jects that will have a huge impact our dedicated staff and the patients in their care during these incredibly dif-
ficult winter months. 

Fundraising for Physio 
 
The family of one of our students, 

Amber, are fundraising for life-

changing physio. A target of £20,000 

is set for ten sets of physiotherapy at 

a centre in Oxford which specialises 

in neurological disorders. The hope is that Amber will regain 

some of the independence she lost due to a virus at age 14 

months. Read more about her story https://

www.gazetteseries.co.uk/news/19045292.amber-fights-ability

-walk-alone/ and if you are able to donate please visit https://

www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/amberb 

Future Bright 

 
Future Bright is a 1-1 mentoring and coach-
ing project which supports people to pro-
gress in their careers. 
Future Bright can offer: 
 Individual support of a career progres-

sion coach. 
 Advice and signposting to other support 

organisations 
 Funding towards removing barriers to 

career progression. 
A leaflet with further information is attached 
to this newsletter. 

mailto:ptfa@egps.org.uk
mailto:ptfa@egps.org.uk

