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Connecting our Community 

As I am sure you aware, one of our key focuses this term has been connecting our community together.  

This has started through our use of Google Classroom, recorded videos and regular phone calls with  

children who are at home.  We had always planned to begin to use the Google Meet video platform to do this 

and we are really pleased this has begun for each class.  It has been lovely to see so many faces on the 

class screen! 

 

Our Year 6 class have been trialling use of Google Classroom throughout the Autumn term and this informed 

how we were then able to use it when bubbles or the school closed.  Year 6 have also been leading on the 

use of Google Meet to run meetings and live lessons.  Now we have our policy in place, staff have been 

trained and you have all given permission for your child to take part, we have started Google Meets which 

will happen each week.  We are also planning to start live lessons in some form for each class—dependent 

on the age of the children involved. 

 

We know some of you have had some technical issues joining the Meets.  One issue we have identified is 

that iPads or mobiles with the Google Classroom app will not connect.  Instead, you should use Google 

Classroom in the web browser.  Some parents have deleted the Classroom app altogether to ensure this 

works properly.  If you have problems with this, let us know and we will support you with this. 

 

Google Classroom Feedback 

Our teaching staff are doing an amazing job but have the additional challenge, due to the size of our school, 

that they are teaching classes through the day and responding to Google Classroom at the same time.  We 

have put additional systems in place so that teachers will have more cover in the afternoon to enable them to 

respond more immediately to children who are learning at home.  To help with this, please can we request 

that you upload any learning that needs checking by 1.30pm each day.  This will mean that teachers 

are much more likely to respond quickly.  I appreciate this is tricky for working parents, but if you upload 

learning after school, it means teachers are working late into their evenings. 

 

Pupil Numbers 

Many thanks to those of you supporting us with managing pupil numbers.  Please can I remind you that you 

should only be sending children to school if there is no one at home who can support them with 

their learning.  We increasingly having to limit numbers, particularly on Wednesday.  If we get more 

requests fro parents who require their children in we would then have to adopt a system of selecting children 

who can come in based on priority, which we do not want to have to do if possible. 

 

Staff testing 

The government will be providing all staff in Primary schools with tests, which they will be doing twice each 

week  At this time, there will be no testing for Primary school children.  We welcome this as an additional 

measure that will increase safety, particularly for identifying asymptomatic individuals and await the delivery 

of these tests. 

 

I have noticed that more families have contacted us this week, needing support.  We continue to remain 

available at all times.  Please contact us if you need anything. 

 

Take care and stay safe, Karl Hemmings, Headteacher 



Inset Days 2020/2021 

TERM 5 

Friday 28th May 2021 

TERM 6 

Friday 9th July 2021 

Diary Dates 

Dates below are subject 

to change 

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 20-21 

 

TERM 3 

Week 2—5 

School open only to  

keyworker or vulnerable 

children. Activities  

suspended. 

Week 6 

Friday 12th February—

Last day of term. 

Children’s Mental Health Week, 1
st

 to 7
th

 February 

 

You are likely to already be aware that the mental health of children and young 

people has been affected more than ever over the past year, with the impact of 

the pandemic on top of the usual pressures they face. 

To help raise awareness of Children and Young People’s Mental Health we are 

hosting a FREE webinar series that will launch during Children’s Mental Health 

Week (1st-7th Feb 2021) and continue throughout February 2021. If you are 

based in South Glos, work with children and young people, are a parent/carer, or 

a young person there are webinars for everyone! Please share the info below as 

widely as possible. 

Webinar Presenters Include: 

Nova Associates; Jigsaw Thornbury; Barnardo’s; OTR; South Glos Parents and 

Carers; Creative Youth Network; Attention Seekers; Kooth; Diversity Trust; West-

port; Ace Wellbeing; South Gloucestershire Council Mental Health and Wellbeing 

Team; Local Schools; CAMHS. 

For more information and to book: Webinar Series | Mind you (southglos.gov.uk). 

If you have any questions please contact the Mental Health and Emotional Well-

being Team at MentalHealth@southglos.gov.uk  

Remote Learning Permissions 
 
Thank you to everyone for giving consent for the live lessons permissions.  
These started this week with an introductory “google meets” session.  It is a 

great opportunity for the children 
at home to connect with the chil-
dren in school. 
For google meets please leave 
your cameras ON and your mi-
crophone OFF until teacher calls 
upon you to say anything. 
For live lessons please leave 
your cameras and microphone 
both OFF for you to view only the 
teacher and their lesson. 
 

Monkhouse/Initially Yours 
 
As previously communicated, Ini-

tially Yours have been taken over by Monkhouse 

Schoolwear Specialists.  The current store at Ham-

brook will be closing this week and transferring to their 

store in Stoke Gifford. Due to lockdown restrictions the 

store is open for Click & Collect services from 23rd Jan-

uary onwards. 

The website is open for parents to use 24/7 and their 

dedicated customer service team is available to help 

with queries on 0161 476 7216.  Further information 

from Monkhouse is attached to this newsletter. 

CSET PE 
 
During lockdown there are many less opportuni-

ties for children to develop their physical health. 

We believe this is really important for all children 

and understand that this would be tricky for those 

of you at home. To help with this we are sharing  

resources with you, the links to real PE which we 

use at school. Also please find attached an  

information sheet for activities from CSET. 

https://southglos.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d80523c882d7ac64e89f5e037&id=c0757f0b5f&e=daea31e68f
mailto:MentalHealth@southglos.gov.uk


School Values Competition 
 

Over the last year or so we have been carrying out a community-wide consultation on our school values.  

This has culminated in a new set of School Values being produced and a new school vision statement.  The 

school vision statement is now Learning, Achieving and Growing 

Together, while our 7 new School values are: Inclusivity, Kind-

ness, Respect, Enthusiasm, Curiosity, Creativity and Persever-

ance.  We are really pleased that these values will help to sup-

port the launch of our revised school curriculum this year. 

As part of this process, we held a competition for all children.  Our 

current values poster is a 9-piece Jigsaw, with a piece for each Val-

ue.  We asked children to design a new Values poster, using our 7 

new School Values.   

Many thanks to all the children who submitted a competition entry. 

The children discussed and voted upon the entries in class and the 

poster with the most votes declared the winner. 

Our winning entry, submitted by Lois Brown in Year 6 will now go to 

a graphic artist. They will digitise into an image we can reproduce in 

posters around the school.  

Sustrans Outside In 
 
Get weekly inspiration and resources for kids' activities, 
games and challenges. 
Sustrans Outside In activities include videos, games, weekly 
challenges, themed activities and more.  

Designed by our knowledgeable, experienced and fun-loving Schools Officers. The four-week activity pack is 
full of cycling, walking and scooting themed fun.  

Outside In weekly updates are packed with creative, active and interesting indoor and outdoor activities for 
all the family. www.sustrans.org.uk/OutsideIn  

Virtual School Library | Oak Academy 
 
Welcome to the Virtual School Library, brought you by Oak National Academy in partner-
ship with the National Literacy Trust.. Every week a popular children's author or illustrator 
will provide you with free books, exclusive videos and their top three recommended 
reads.  More information available in the attached pdf. 
https://library.thenational.academy/ 

Office Hours 
 

There are a myriad of reasons you may contact the school office including student absence, google class-

room password reset, access to ParentPay or Arbor, to leave a message for teacher or to talk to the head 

teacher. Our office number is 01454 867474 and is manned 8.30-4.30 during the week; outside of these 

times please leave a message on 01454 867475. The office is unmanned between 12.15 - 13.30, an answer-

ing service will take phone messages and we would be grateful if you could avoid this time if you need to pop 

into school to collect or drop off anything or anyone to school. 

https://sustrans-info.org.uk/6EB-772QK-V97ZOK-4BEMQ8-1/c.aspx
https://library.thenational.academy/
https://library.thenational.academy/


PTFA 
 

Half term Hearts! 
 
After our successful Snowman trail we are running a Heart Trail for half term.  We are  
asking for families to design a heart and display it in their window from 9am Sat 13th Feb 
until 5pm Sunday 21st Feb.   Please email ptfa@egps.org.uk by Friday 5th February with 
your address and name of your heart to be included in the trail.  We are hoping to have a 
large number of hearts displayed for children to find.  There is a heart template included 
with this newsletter but please feel free to design your own if you prefer.  To support our 
currently limited fundraising efforts there will be a donation for this event via ParentPay if you feel able.   
 
AGM 
 
Whilst we are unable to hold our AGM in our usual way this year it will still go 
ahead after half term.  Most committee members have now served 3 years on 
the PTFA committee which is the recommended maximum time meaning there 
will be LOTS of opportunities for new members to come forward for roles.  If you 
would like to find out more information about becoming Chair, Vice-Chair, 
Treasurer, Vice-Treasurer or Secretary please email ptfa@egps.org.uk We look 
forward to hearing from you. 

A Message from 6th Kingswood (Emersons Green) Rainbows 
 

Throughout the pandemic 6th Kingswood (Emersons Green) Rainbows have been meeting via Zoom and 

continue to follow the Girlguiding Rainbow Programme.  Last week’s activity—part of the Take Action 

Theme—was called ‘A big thank you’ and the aim is ‘to put a big smile on somebody’s face’! We discussed 

who the girls would like to thank, people who work hard for our communities, and you were chosen! 

The girls drew their pictures and their families photographed them and sent them to me via email. I have 

printed them, but to be honest my printer is not doing the girls work justice! Nevertheless, I do hope they will 

give you a lift today and indeed make you smile to know you’re being thought so highly of. 

We really do appreciate all that you do for our community. THANK YOU.  

Yours in Guiding, Lindsey Naldrett (Unit Guider) 

mailto:ptfa@egps.org.uk
mailto:ptfa@egps.org.uk

