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Happy New Year to you all 

I hope you all managed to spend some time with family, loved ones or friends over Christmas.  After the ups 

and downs of tiers and lockdowns,  it is really important that all of us have time to connect with other people.   

 

Communication is key 

We know, from previous school closure, how important it is for you and your children to be connected to us 

as much as possible.  We have already received positive feedback from parents that Google Classroom 

works really well.  We are also going to be ensuring that we increase other contact from us to those children 

who are not in.  In addition to Google Classroom, each child who is not in will be rung at least once every 3 

weeks.  Class teachers and school leaders are also available each day to talk to any parent or child who 

needs support.  If you need us to do this, then please let us know. 

 

Open for Vulnerable Pupils and Key Workers 

Many thanks to all of you who have let us know if you are key workers.  As we have previously told you, the 

government’s message is to ‘Stay at Home’ and it is really important you only send your child in if you abso-

lutely have to.  I have had a few parents who are key workers worried they will be criticised if they send their 

children into school.  The simple fact is, if you work in a critical role and you do not have anyone to care for 

your child, you will have to send them to school.  We are all responsible for working together to keep the 

country running and ensure critical services can be maintained. 

 

It is important for you to know that this lockdown is very different to last March.  During that lockdown, we 

only had 6-10 children in each day.  Also, each school is different—they are all different sizes and they have  

very different proportions of key workers. 

 

We have now identified that there are potentially 66% of our children who could be eligible as a vulnerable 

pupil or key worker.  This is a very large proportion, particularly for a school with 7 classes.  This is why it is 

so important to only have children in if absolutely necessary—it helps to keep everyone safe.  Not all of 

those children are coming in and most of them are part-time, which is helping to make this more managea-

ble.  Some schools have insisted only children whose both  parents are key  workers can have a space, or 

have prioritised certain occupations.  We have not had to do that yet and we prefer to support as many criti-

cal workers as possible.  However, this is entirely dependent on available staff and pupil numbers.  We may 

have to review this each week.  If it changes we will of course let you know immediately. 

 

Attendance and Safety 

Now we know who should be in each day our office staff have done an amazing job creating a very complex 

spreadsheet.  We are still responsible for the education and safety of all our pupils—we will be monitoring 

who is in, who should be in and anyone we have not heard from.  Teachers will also be checking Google 

Classroom each day and making sure pupils are in contact.  We will get in touch with anyone we haven’t 

heard from.  In addition, we are here for you if you have any safeguarding or wellbeing concern about any of 

the pupils in our school. 

 

We are in this together and we will continue to support everyone through the current phase of the pandemic. 

 

Take care and stay safe 

Karl Hemmings, Headteacher 



Remote Learning and Google Classroom 

 

We have now established Google Classroom as a system in school, using it when we have closed bubbles,  

when individual pupils have had to self-isolate and for class weekly homework.  We know this works well to 

easily share learning, for children to communicate with staff and for teachers to provide feedback. 

 

We are aware that using Google Classroom effectively relies on access to technology.  Also, for those of you 

with several children at home, there may be an issue with sharing devices.  We can provide paper copies of 

worksheets etc for home learning to those parents who require this.   

 

We will always prepare paper copies for those who need it.  However, our staff capacity is reduced at the 

moment so we would ask you to please consider the following: 

If you need paper copies you will need to inform the office in advance—preferably the week before.  

You will not be able to drop in to pick up paper copies  within the week as we cannot guarantee staff 

are available to do this.  However, if you  suddenly need one  for a legitimate reason e.g. technology 

failing, or you suddenly have problems accessing Google Classroom, please ring and let us know. 

Some parents have ordered packs and then not picked them up.  Please be aware it takes significant time to 

prepare them.  If you do not pick up a pack and do not let us know why, we will take you off the weekly list. 

From next week, paper copies will be ready by Friday 15th January for those parents who have let us know in 

advance. 

 

Google Classroom  Access 

Google Classroom can be accessed on mobile phones, tablets or laptops. I know some children are using 

mobile phones to look at the presentations/videos and then recording their learning on paper.  We can pro-

vide workbooks for pupils to write in—ask if you require  this.  You can then photograph the learning and 

post it on Google Classroom using a phone and the Google Classroom  app. 

 

We have discovered that children can access Google Classroom through Xbox or Playstation.   

Children can attach a mouse and keyboard to the console to help access this.  The instructions for doing this 

are on the next page. 

 

We have set up systems so that each class has an adult who can cover, so the teacher can check Google 

Classroom through most days.  However, this is dependent on ongoing staffing.  Larger schools have some 

teachers teaching children while other teachers manage the remote learning full-time.  Because of the 

amount of children we have in and only on class per year group, our teachers are teaching children through-

out the day and managing remote learning at the same time.   

 

Our teaching staff are committed to responding to Google Classroom as often as they can, but please bear 

in mind, if they are teaching in school, there may be a delay. 

 

Please also think about when you are uploading work.  Teachers are keen to provide feedback, but if you 

upload work too late in the day, this may not be possible.  Teachers are only required to respond to remote 

learning during working hours.  Although I know our amazing teachers have been doing this at other times of 

the day, we do also need to consider staff wellbeing in this regard. 

 

We hope you can understand that all of these requirements are necessary so that all children can equitably 

receive ongoing education and contact with their class teacher.  We are particularly mindful of those children 

not in school, who do not have the benefit of seeing their teacher face-to-face.  To  the parents of those chil-

dren, we would say: let us know immediately if you need support. 

 

The most important thing with remote learning is that you and your child are able to do it without  

becoming stressed or feeling any pressure.  Please do what you are able to do! 



Inset Days 2020/2021 

TERM 5 

Friday 28
th
 May 2021 

TERM 6 

Friday 9th July 2021 

Diary Dates 

Dates below are subject 

to change 

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 20-21 

 

TERM 3 

Week 2—5 

School open only to  

keyworker or vulnerable 

children. Activities  

suspended. 

Week 6 

Friday 12th February—

Last day of term. 

How to use Google Classroom on Xbox One & Xbox Series X/S 
 
The Xbox consoles each have access to Microsoft Edge - the web browser that 
comes reinstalled as part of the Xbox user experience. This can be used to  
access Google Classroom: 
 
1. Plug a wired keyboard into your Xbox One, Xbox Series X or Xbox Series S 
via one of the USB ports on the front or back. 
2. Press the Xbox button top-centre of a game controller and head to "My games 
& apps" in the side menu. 
3. Click on "See all", scroll down to "Apps" and you will see Microsoft Edge in the 
icons on the right-hand side. Open it. 
4. Type classroom.google.com into the URL bar at the top and log in as you 
would on a PC using your school Google Classroom account. 
5. You can either use an Xbox controller to move the cursor or a separate USB 
mouse plugged into one of the other ports. 
 
How to use Google Classroom on Playstation 4 & Playstation 5 
 
The PlayStation 4 has its own web browser that is easy to find on the PlayStation 
4 (in the content menu as an icon with WWW written on it). However, it's  
currently a bit trickier on PS5, as there is no way to open the browser. 
 
Instead, you can open the System Settings, then the User Guide. This will open 
up an online user manual inside a web browser page so you only have to change 
the URL at the top. Otherwise, the rest of the steps are the same. 
 
1. Plug a wired keyboard and/or mouse into the USB ports on the PS4 or PS5 - 
each console should recognise them. 
2. In the URL bar of the browser, type classroom.google.com and then log in 
using the details provided by the school. 
3. You can now access Google Classroom. 
In some cases you might not be able to do everything you can on a laptop or PC, 
but you can, at the very least, access Google Classroom and see what work your 
teacher has assigned for you to do. 

Oscar’s Fundraising Chart Song 
 
Thank you from Oscar and family—they hit their fundraising target! 

https://classroom.google.com/
https://classroom.google.com/

