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Clarity about School Closure 

We have mixed feelings about the Prime Minister’s announcement this week that schools will now definitely 

not open until 8th March at the earliest.  We are fully aware that this news will have not been welcomed by 

children and parents who have already missed out on schools being open this term.  We are really aware 

that, even with the additions we have made to our remote learning provision, it can never replace children 

being able to come into school. 

 

However, I do believe it is great that the government have made a clear decision, communicated it well in  

advance, so that all of us - children, parents, staff - know the timescales we will now be working towards.  

Staff are beginning to plan accordingly. 

 

Google Meets and Live Sessions 

We are having ongoing technical issues with our Google Meets, often linked to our school Wi-Fi.  We are 

now timetabling live sessions at different times for each class and we will continue to offer at least two live 

sessions for every year group.  Year 6 will continue with their established provision, which has been planned 

in the context that they will shortly be starting transition to secondary school and therefore have limited time 

to complete their curriculum learning with us. 

 

Pupil Numbers 

Now we know schools will definitely remain closed for at least another four weeks (not including the half term 

break) we need to be able to plan for next term.  It is still essential that we keep numbers in school as low as 

possible.  Up until now we have avoided having to set up priority systems for pupil places in any 

class, so please do not send your child to school unless you absolutely have to.  If you are a key worker and 

require a school place or want to reduce the days your child is coming in, you will need to let us 

know by the end of next week (Friday 5th February). 

 

Staff Testing and Potential Impact on Bubbles 

Staff started Lateral Flow testing this week and we are pleased that this went so smoothly, bearing in mind 

we have 70 or so staff doing this twice each week on Monday and Thursday mornings.  Our first round of 

tests resulted in no positive results.  However, please bear in mind these tests may pick up individuals who 

are asymptomatic, resulting in sudden bubble closure  - it would be sensible to plan ahead for this if you sud-

denly end up with your children self-isolating at home. 

 

Our Caring Community 

We have increased our contact and communication with all parents and children who are not currently  

coming in, but we aware that situations can change.  Our school is founded on the principle of Inclusion and, 

as I always say to prospective parents who look round the school for Reception places, this means including 

everyone - children, parents, staff, our wider community. 

 

It is a mark of the strong community we have at Emersons Green that I know you are all supporting each 

other through this tricky time.  We would urge you to contact us immediately if you require support or advice 

with anything at all.  Sometimes we are able to provide direct  support for you, but sometimes just a listening 

ear can make a difference and we can always provide that for you. 

 

Take care and stay safe, Karl Hemmings, Headteacher 



The Impact of Covid-19 on people from Black, Asian & Minority Ethnic Commu-

nities 
 

I am writing to you because across the UK and beyond, the Covid-19 pandemic has had and continues to 
have a disproportionate impact on people from Black, Asian and minority ethnic communities.  There is no 
one, single cause which can explain this, but contributory factors include such matters as financial hardship, 
where people live, housing, types of job, racism and discrimination, other illnesses and access to health ser-
vices. This brings into sharp focus the importance of proactively tackling these issues. 
 
South Gloucestershire Council has made a commitment to close the inequality gap as a key priority in our 
new Council Plan and we fully intend to follow this commitment up in a genuine and robust way. Through my 
newly created role as Cabinet Member for Public Health and Equality of Opportunity, I am keen to under-
stand issues and improve outcomes across all aspects of life for people from Black, Asian and minority eth-
nic backgrounds in South Gloucestershire. 
 
Your voice and involvement is crucial to the success of those plans and ensuring that real change happens 
and genuine outcomes for people across the area happen. There are a number of ways to share your views 
with us: 
 
Here is a link to a survey (https://southglos.researchfeedback.net/s/YourVoice) 
and I would be very grateful if you would consider completing it and also sharing it 
with friends or family who may wish to complete it. 
 
The survey is also available as a paper version with a pre-paid envelope. If you would like this survey to be 
printed in a language other than English, please do let us know.  Please be assured that all responses are 
strictly confidential and are anonymised – you will not be personally identified by answering the survey.  The 
survey closing date is Sunday 14th February. 
 
I would also like to invite you to an online event on 22 March to have an open discussion about the issues 
which matter to you. The event is being run by the South Gloucestershire Race Equality Network, an inde-
pendent group that champions the needs of Black, Asian and minority ethnic residents and communities who 
live, work or are in education in South Gloucestershire. I will be attending on behalf of the Council and I very 
much hope that you can join.  Details of how to find out more and attend this event are in the survey for you 
to see.   
 
In addition, the South Gloucestershire Race Equality Network is holding an online event in partnership with 
Public Health South Gloucestershire to support people from Black, Asian and minority ethnic communities to 
find out more about the Covid vaccine and provide factual information so that you can make properly in-
formed decisions about the vaccine for yourself.  To register to join this free event visit https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/covid-19-vaccination-bame-community-making-an-informed-decision-tickets-
136978641805 
 
The council also runs a Citizens consultation panel called ‘Viewpoint’, through which local people can share 
their views about the issues which are important to them. I would very much welcome your involvement to 
ensure all people within our population are represented and have influence over the Council’s work. To find 
out more and sign up to the panel, visit our website: https://www.southglos.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/
customer-services/viewpoint-citizens-panel/ 
 
 

https://southglos.researchfeedback.net/s/YourVoice
https://www.southglos.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/customer-services/viewpoint-citizens-panel/


Inset Days 2020/2021 

TERM 5 

Friday 28th May 2021 

TERM 6 

Friday 9th July 2021 

Diary Dates 

Dates below are subject 

to change 

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 20-21 

 

TERM 3 

Week 2—5 

School open only to  

keyworker or vulnerable 

children. Activities  

suspended. 

Week 6 

Friday 12th February—

Last day of term. 

Children’s Mental Health Week, 1
st

 to 7
th

 February 

 

You are likely to already be aware that the mental health of children and young 

people has been affected more than ever over the past year, with the impact of 

the pandemic on top of the usual pressures they face. 

To help raise awareness of Children and Young People’s Mental Health we are 

hosting a FREE webinar series that will launch during Children’s Mental Health 

Week (1st-7th Feb 2021) and continue throughout February 2021. If you are 

based in South Glos, work with children and young people, are a parent/carer, or 

a young person there are webinars for everyone! Please share the info below as 

widely as possible. 

Webinar Presenters Include: 

Nova Associates; Jigsaw Thornbury; Barnardo’s; OTR; South Glos Parents and 

Carers; Creative Youth Network; Attention Seekers; Kooth; Diversity Trust; West-

port; Ace Wellbeing; South Gloucestershire Council Mental Health and Wellbeing 

Team; Local Schools; CAMHS. 

For more information and to book: Webinar Series | Mind you (southglos.gov.uk). 

If you have any questions please contact the Mental Health and Emotional Well-

being Team at MentalHealth@southglos.gov.uk  

The Impact of Covid-19 on people from Black, Asian & Mi-

nority Ethnic Communities cont’d 
We commit to ensuring we are taking real action to positively promote and ad-
vance race equality across all communities of South Gloucestershire and I very 
much hope you will be able to find some time to engage with us or the South 
Gloucestershire Race Equality Network so that genuine and lasting change hap-
pens both now and into the future. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Councillor Franklin Owusu-Antwi 
Cabinet Member for Public Health and Equality of Opportunity 

Cold Weather Procedures 
 
We hope your children enjoyed playing in the snow last week-

end. In the event the school needs to close due to snow, par-

ents will be notified on the 

morning using the Arbor app 

and text service. Notifications 

will also be given via South 

Glos & school websites and 

Facebook as normal. 

 

Please make sure all mobile 

phone numbers on the Arbor 

app are up to date. 

Reception Class– Hot Wheel 

Cars! 
If any parents/carers have any Hot Wheel 

cars (or something similar) that are no 

longer being used, Reception Class would 

be very grateful to receive any donations! 

 

Spare Clothes 
In the cold and wet weather, we often need 

more frequent changes into dry clothes. If 

you have any tights for girls age 4 to age 9 

these would also be most gratefully  

received. 

https://southglos.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=d80523c882d7ac64e89f5e037&id=c0757f0b5f&e=daea31e68f
mailto:MentalHealth@southglos.gov.uk


PTFA 
 

Half term Hearts! 
 
After our successful Snowman trail we are running a Heart Trail for half term.  We are  
asking for families to design a heart and display it in their window from 9am Sat 13th Feb 
until 5pm Sunday 21st Feb.   Please email ptfa@egps.org.uk by Friday 5th February with 
your address and name of your heart to be included in the trail.  We are hoping to have a 
large number of hearts displayed for children to find.  There is a heart template included 
with this newsletter but please feel free to design your own if you prefer.  To support our 
currently limited fundraising efforts there will be a donation for this event via ParentPay if you feel able.   
 
AGM 
 
Whilst we are unable to hold our AGM in our usual way this year it will still go 
ahead after half term.  Most committee members have now served 3 years on 
the PTFA committee which is the recommended maximum time meaning 
there will be LOTS of opportunities for new members to come forward for 
roles.  If you would like to find out more information about becoming Chair, 
Vice-Chair, Treasurer, Vice-Treasurer or Secretary please email 
ptfa@egps.org.uk We look forward to hearing from you. 

10 Bake Challenge 
 
This is a new virtual baking event.  This 
is the chance for you to put your baking 
skills to the ultimate test through up to 
10 exciting challenges and raise some dough for your local NHS in Bristol.  
Sign-up via their website: 
https://www.southmeadhospitalcharity.org.uk/events/bake-well-10-bake-challenge/ 
 
Access the full challenge pack through the welcome email that follows—including helpful tips, colourful cake 
flags and everything needed for recipe success! 
 
Whether brand new to baking or master cake makers, your support will come at a critical time to our NHS. 
With your help they can continue to fund state-of-the-art equipment, pioneering research and other vital pro-
jects that will have a huge impact our dedicated staff and the patients in their care during these incredibly dif-
ficult winter months. 

Fundraising for Physio 
 
The family of one of our students, Amber, are fundraising for life-

changing physio. A target of £20,000 is set for ten sets of physio-

therapy at a centre in Oxford which specialises in neurological 

disorders. The hope is that Amber will regain some of the  

independence she lost due to a virus at age 14 months. Read 

more about her story https://www.gazetteseries.co.uk/

news/19045292.amber-fights-ability-walk-alone/ and if you are 

able to donate please visit https://www.justgiving.com/

crowdfunding/amberb 

mailto:ptfa@egps.org.uk
mailto:ptfa@egps.org.uk

