
Geography Curriculum  

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Rec 

 TOPIC: Natural World.  
1. Comments and asks 
questions about aspects of their 
familiar world such as the place 
where they live or the natural 
world. 
2. Can talk about some of the 
things they have observed such 
as plants, animals, natural and 
found objects. 
3. Talks about why things 
happen and how things work. 
4. Developing an understanding 
of growth, decay and changes 
over time. 
5. Shows care and concern for 
living things and the 
environment. 

 TOPIC: Maps  
1. Comments and asks 
questions about aspects of their 
familiar world such as the place 
where they live or the natural 
world. 
2. Can talk about some of the 
things they have observed such 
as plants, animals, natural and 
found objects. 
3. Developing an understanding 
of growth, decay and changes 
over time. 
4. Shows care and concern for 
living things and the 
environment. 
5. Looks closely at similarities, 
differences, patterns and 
change. 

TOPIC: Africa. 
1. Comments and asks 
questions about aspects of their 
familiar world such as the place 
where they live or the natural 
world. 
2. Can talk about some of the 
things they have observed such 
as plants, animals, natural and 
found objects. 
3. Talks about why things 
happen and how things work. 
4. Developing an understanding 
of growth, decay and changes 
over time. 
5. Shows care and concern for 
living things and the 
environment. 

 

Year 1 

Locational Knowledge  
- Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  
- Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas.  

 TOPIC: Seasonal Change  
Identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the 
United Kingdom and the 
location of hot and cold 
areas of the world in relation 
to the Equator and the North 
and South Poles.  

   
 

TOPIC: Local area study – 
Emersons  
understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through studying the human 
and physical geography of a 
small area of the United 
Kingdom 
 
CC/PD: Explore the local area 
/ Road safety 

Year 2 

Locational Knowledge  
- Name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans  
- Name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. 

TOPIC: Mexico  
understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through studying the human 
and physical geography of a 
small area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a small area in 
a contrasting non-European 
country  
 
CC/PD: Links with children 
around the world (Mexico) 

 TOPIC: Where I live – 
BRISTOL  
geographical similarities and 
differences through studying 
the human and physical 
geography of a small area of 
the United Kingdom, and of a 
small area in a contrasting non-
European country 
 

   TOPIC:  
Identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the United 
Kingdom and the location of hot 
and cold areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and the 
North and South Poles  
 

Year 3 

Location Knowledge:  
locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities  
name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and 
rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time  



Geography Curriculum  

TOPIC: Mighty Mountains 
Describe and understand key 
aspects of:  
Physical geography including: 
climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes and the water 
cycle.  
 

TOPIC: Volcanoes and 
Earthquakes 
Describe and understand key 
aspects of:  
Physical geography including: 
climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes and the water 
cycle.  

    

Year 4 

Location Knowledge:  
locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities  
name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and 
rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time  
 TOPIC: Local area 

Understand geographical 
similarities through the study of 
human and physical geography 
of a region of United Kingdom.  
 

TOPIC: Brazil 
understand geographical similarities and differences through the 
study of human  and physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North 
or South America 

  

Year 5 

Location Knowledge:  
locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities  
name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and 
rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time  
identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
and time zones (including day and night) 

 TOPIC: Marvellous Maps 

understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region 
of the United Kingdom, a region 
in a European country 

 
 

TOPIC: Arctic and Antarctic 
Describe and understand key 
aspects of: Physical geography 
including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts, 
rivers, mountains, volcanoes 
and earthquakes and the water 
cycle. 

TOPIC: Rivers and Coasts  
Describe and understand key 
aspects of:  
Physical geography including: 
climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes and the water 
cycle. 

  

Year 6 

Location Knowledge:  
locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities  
name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and 
rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time  
identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian 
and time zones (including day and night) 
  TOPIC: Water World 

describe and understand key 
aspects of: 

physical geography, including: 
climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water 
cycle 

human geography, including: 
types of settlement and land 
use, economic activity including 
trade links, and the distribution 
of natural resources including 

TOPIC: The Grand Canyon 
understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region 
of the United Kingdom, a region 
in a European country, and a 
region within North or South 
America 

describe and understand key 
aspects of: 

human geography, including: 
types of settlement and land 

 TOPIC: Natural resources 
 
human geography, including: 
types of settlement and land 
use, economic activity including 
trade links, and the distribution 
of natural resources including 
energy, food, minerals and 
water 
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energy, food, minerals and 
water 

 

use, economic activity including 
trade links.  

 

CC/PD: Links with children 
around the world (USA)  

 


