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School Opening 

As you may have heard in the press, this week the Department for Education emailed all schools regarding  

the last day of this term.  They informed schools that they could choose to take the last day of term as an 

IINSET day, for staff training.   We have decided to remain open on the final day of this term. 

 

Our rationale behind this is summarised below: 

 We know from communicating with South Gloucestershire schools that many of them are remaining 

open. 

 We have spoken to the schools nearest to us and we know most of them are also remaining open—we  

believe it is important for schools to operate with as much consistency  as possible. 

 While it may be considered that an additional day could help towards reducing transmission, we felt that 

this would not be as significant as, for example, closing for the whole week. 

 From our experience closing schools during the Spring, we were aware that most parents work and a 

significant proportion of our parents are key workers.  We also have a high proportion of pupils who  

require additional support.  We did not want those parents to have to be suddenly organising childcare 

with only one week’s notice, particularly as being in Tier 3 means that houses cannot mix. 

 

I hope you understand our reasoning and will support us with this.  I know that many of you will be very  

concerned that your child might be exposed to Covid or have to self-isolate next week if they are in contact 

with someone with Covid  If you  have any concerns about  this, please do let us know. 

 

Managing Covid Over Christmas 

We have sent information to you with this newsletter, from the Local Authority.  As schools are closed for two 

weeks, it is very important that you let the Local Authority know if your child has a positive test for Covid over 

the Christmas holidays.  This is because it is really important for the Local Authority to track and  manage 

potential outbreaks.  Therefore, can I please ask you to read the information provided with this newsletter 

and contact the  Local Authority immediately if your child tests positive.  Many thanks for your support with 

this. 

 

Messages of Thanks 

Many thanks to those of you who have sent messages of thanks in for specific staff.  If any of you have a 

message of thanks for a member of staff, please email to the school office.  I am so thankful for the work 

staff have done since September and I know many of you have shared this with me—I always pass these 

thoughts on to staff, but a direct message from parents is always gratefully received. 

 

Christmas Festivities Continue... 

Our Christmas continues next week with Christmas discos, whole school Christmas lunch, an online  

pantomime for all the children to watch and the filming of various Christmas assemblies.  Today it was  

wonderful to see children arriving at school in their wonderful Christmas jumpers, to hear Christmas music 

being played across the school and to see the amazing Christmas designs on each classroom door.  It is 

amazing to think we have made it through to this point, since returning in September, and wonderful to see 

that there is so much joy and laughter evident across the school. 

 

Take care and have a lovely weekend 

 

Karl Hemmings, Headteacher 



Disco 
Each class will take it in turns to enjoy the annual Christmas disco each 
afternoon. Your child can wear their disco clothes to school for the whole 
day, bearing in mind the cold weather and the opportunity for outside play 
we do ask they wear warm clothes and sensible shoes. The party days 
are as follows: 
Monday  —  Year 2 and Year 1 
Tuesday  — Year 6* 
Wednesday  — Year 5 and Reception* 
Thursday  — Year 4 and Year 3 
*There will be no PE, please wear your party clothes not PE kit.  
(Reception will not have Forest School either.) 

Cold Weather  
 
In the event that the school needs to close 

due to bad weather, parents will be notified 

by text in the morning.  

Notification will also be given to South Glos & school 

websites and Facebook as normal. 

Please make sure all mobile phone numbers are up to 

date in the Arbor application. 

Christmas Postbox 
 
The post box is currently sat in 

quarantine and no more deliveries 

can be taken.  The cards will be 

distributed early next week. 

Virtual Open Evening—

Reception September 2021 
 
The third and final open evening for pro-

spective Reception children will be held 

on Wednesday 6th January 2021.  The 

deadline to submit your application for 

you child to start school is 15th January 2021.  Apply 

online at http://orlo.uk/PrimaryAdmissions_mz5Rm  

MOOSC 
 
Mangotsfield Out Of School Club are 

hosting a holiday club on the 21st, 

22nd and 23rd of December. The theme is 

“Christmas Party Week”. Please see their web-

site for further information and booking details.  

https://www.mangotsfieldoosc.org.uk/ 

Covid at Christmas 
Throughout the year we have monitored the school 

email over the weekends for updates on Covid-19 

test results in readiness for any action we may 

need to take at school.  At the end of term, South 

Gloucestershire Council will take on this responsi-

bility for the Christmas break.  

 

If your child develops symptoms over the first weekend of the holidays and goes on to test positive, it can 

impact on others in their class who will also need to isolate because they are contacts of a positive case. It is 

therefore important that you email the Early Years-Schools Coivd-19 Incident Mailbox. The email address is 

ey-schoolscovidincidents@southglos.gov.uk. In your email please provide the following information: 

Name of the School, Year Group/class your child is in, when your child’s symptoms started, when they were 

tested and when they were last in school.  

 

The staff at the council will email you with any additional advice and if necessary will contact us at school so 

we can take further action if required. Further information is provided at the end of this newsletter. 

http://orlo.uk/PrimaryAdmissions_mz5Rm?fbclid=IwAR1lzsG0UxO735cl_cIYMzcnWEymCRgZ3DIeFnXAZocI2NTrMXsanAcd8uw


Inset Days 2020/2021 

TERM 3 

Monday 4th January 2021 

TERM 5 

Friday 28th May 2021 

TERM 6 

Friday 9th July 2021 

Diary Dates 

Dates below are subject 

to change 

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 20-21 

 

TERM 2 

Week 7 

Mon14th December—

School Disco 

Tues 15th December—

KS1 Christmas lunch & 

School Disco 

Wed 16th December—

KS2 Christmas lunch & 

School Disco 

Thurs 17th December—

School Disco 

Friday 18th December—

Last Day of Term 

 

TERM 3 

Week 1 

Mon 4th January– Inset 

Day 

Tues 5
th
 January—First 

day of term 

Wed 6th January—Virtual 

Open Evening at 6pm 

Christmas Panto 
 

An opportunity for the children to see 

a Christmas pantomime with their 

classmates, streamed to the class-

room. Featuring Blue Peter's Peter 

Duncan, we plan to show Jack and the Beanstalk.   

With promise of boos, cheers, “he’s behind yous”, a sing-a-long and all the  

classic panto antics we’re sure the children will enjoy this treat. 

We would be grateful for a £1 donation towards the cost of the performance, 

please see the “Pay for other items” tab on ParentPay. 

Christmas Lunch 
This year Christmas lunch will take a slightly  

different format where we offer the festive fun 

across two days. KS1 will enjoy lunch on  

Tuesday and KS2 will have their turn on 

Wednesday. The menu will be set up on 

ParentPay for parents to book in advance.  

Children who opt to have a packed lunch should 

book this option on ParentPay and bring to 

school as usual. 

Christmas Lights for Charity 

There is a charity Christmas light display in aid of the National Autistic Society 

(NAS) South Glos branch. NAS South Glos is volunteer led by parents with 

young people on the autistic spectrum. The main focus of the branch is to  

provide accessible activities for youngsters from the age of 6 into adulthood, to 

support social interaction and help build confidence and self esteem. 

They also provide support and assistance to parents and carers on their journey 

from pre diagnosis. Their branch motto is "happy child, happy parent". 

 

There will be a full size, fully functional bridge for families to walk across, where 

they can take photos and become part of 

the display. There’s a treat tree as you exit 

the bridge. Bring the children for festive fun 

to 23 & 25 Tunbridge Way, Emersons 

Green, BS16 7EW  

 
Donate to the charity via the donations 
bucket or online at https://
www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
AliClifford?utm_term=JV24p4rMk  
   

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/AliClifford?utm_term=JV24p4rMk
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/AliClifford?utm_term=JV24p4rMk
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/AliClifford?utm_term=JV24p4rMk


Year 6—Victorian Day 
Year 6 stepped back into the 1870s for their Vic-
torian day. Children and staff were dressed for 
the occasion and brought a penny to pay for their 
education.  They had writing inspections, were 
not allowed to talk in class, had to stand every 
time an adult 
walked in and 
were expected to 
pass fingernail  
inspections. 

 

Parking 

 

 

 

Please park sensibly and legally on the neighbouring 

streets.  Where possible avoid parking across drive-

ways and on corners.   

Year 6 Elves 
 
Boris, Shane and Donald have been causing all sorts of 
mischief in Year 6. This week they have had an art  
lesson and created self-portraits of themselves, they 
wrote rude messages in chalk on Victorian Day so had to 
wear the Dunce’s cap, they have played with food but 
their most impressive trick was to decorate the classroom 
door. Though the children are disappointed they “Didn’t 
make Santa jiggle”. 

Oscar’s Fundraising Chart Song 
 
A Christmas single is being released on Friday 4th  

December to help raise money for a potentially life chang-

ing operation for Oscar, one of our reception children. 

The song is called ‘Put the Fairy on the Tree’ by Daz and 

will be available on iTunes and Amazon Music etc.  We’re 

asking folks to download the song and recommend it to all 

your family and friends. The more downloads, the higher 

chance of getting it into the Official UK Chart which raise 

further awareness. 

All funds will go towards not only the operation but ongo-

ing physio, rehabilitation, equipment needs such as 

splints etc. 

You can read about the story so far and donate to their 
JustGiving page in the following link  
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/shaun-cridge-5?
utm_term=kpBr4GEeV   

Christmas Jumper Day 

It’s not too late to donate a suggested minimum 

donation of £1 for Save the Children via the 

JustGiving page we have set up. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/

cjd200020158 

Arbor 
 
Have you recently moved house 

or changed mobile phone?  

Please ensure your contact  

details are up-to-date on the Arbor Application.  

If there is any dietary information such as vegetarian 

or vegan diets please ensure this is also noted on 

Arbor.   

If you have any queries about the information held, 

please contact the school office admin@egps.org.uk 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/shaun-cridge-5?utm_term=kpBr4GEeV
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/shaun-cridge-5?utm_term=kpBr4GEeV


OUR PTFA  PTFA Email: ptfa@egps.org.uk  

 

 
 
 
 

 
Snowman trail 
The snowman trail is THIS WEEKEND. Trail maps were sent out from school during the 
week for you to find 25 snowmen around Emersons Green. Vote for your favourite 
snowman by returning your map to school and the top 3 entries will win prizes to be an-
nounced next week.  Please make a donation of £1 via Parent Pay for this event.  We 
have really missed running all of our usual Christmas events this year and are restricted 
with many of our fundraising activities so we are hoping this event will be a huge fund-
raising success.    
 
Fundraising 

Mynametags.  You can help raise funds for the school with every pur-

chase from mynametags.co.uk  If you use this site to purchase labels for 

clothes and accessorises simply enter our school ID 59636 and we receive a 

small percentage of the sale for school fundraising. 

Easyfundraising.  We are registered with Easyfundraising, please visit their website and cre-

ate a free account selecting Emersons Green Primary School as your 

cause.  We receive a small % of sales made through this website.  
http://efraising.org/0is551MfQL  

Healthy Start helps you give your family 

the very best start in life 
If you’re pregnant or have a child under 4, you could get 

Healthy Start vouchers to help buy some basic foods. 

This important means-tested scheme provides vouchers 

to spend with local retailers. Pregnant women and children over 1 and under 4 can get one £3.10 voucher 

per week. Children under 1 can get two £3.10 vouchers (£6.20) per week. 

The vouchers can be spent on: 
 plain cow’s milk – whole, semi-skimmed or skimmed. It can be pasteurised, sterilised, long life or UHT 

 fresh, frozen and tinned fruit and vegetables including loose, pre-packed, whole, sliced, chopped or 
mixed fruit or vegetables, fruit in fruit juice, or fruit or vegetables in water, but not those to which fat, salt, 
sugar or flavouring have been added 

 fresh, dried and tinned pulses, including but not limited to lentils, beans, peas and chickpeas but not 
those to which fat, salt, sugar or flavouring have been added 

 infant formula milk that says it can be used from birth and is based on cow’s milk 

For more information please visit https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/ 

Children In Need 
Many thanks to all those who donat-

ed to our Crazy Hair day in aid of 

Children In Need, the final total 

raised was £305.27 

Foodbank 
Many thanks to everyone who has supported the 

foodbank this year. The last donation date of the 

year is Wednesday 16th December at the Resound 

Centre or Sainsbury’s collection point. Thanks 

http://efraising.org/0is551MfQL







