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A Challenging Week 

This has been a challenging week for many of us at Emersons Green Primary School.  This week we have had a 

number of positive  cases in school, one involving a member of staff and two of our pupils.  We have also been 

informed by a few people already self-isolating that they have tested positive, as well as staff or parents who 

have let us know members of their family have tested positive, meaning they need to self-isolate. 

 

It is understandable that some of you may be concerned.  Please rest assured that we are reporting all cases to 

the Local Authority Public Health Team, who have provided excellent support and advice.  I have spoken to them 

directly and they have let me know they will be in contact if they believe we have an actual outbreak of Covid in 

our school.  I have not been contacted by the Local authority Public Health Team, I am aware other local schools 

have cases—we are not alone in this situation.  We will monitor the cases we have, communicate with Public 

Health and respond swiftly with action as required. 

 

All actions we take are in order to prioritise the safety of everyone in our school community.  I know it has been 

frustrating for some of you having to pick children up with short notice when bubbles are closed, but please re-

member that test results can come back at any time of day and this is out of our control. Thankfully, due to the 

rigorous bubble approach operated in our school, as well as our detailed staff track and trace system, we have 

only had to close the Reception and Year 1 bubbles.  I think it is worth reminding you that all schools have at 

least a few staff who work across bubbles, which is permitted by the government guidelines.  The bubble system 

is designed to keep children separate as tracking their interactions would not be possible.  We timetable staff as 

carefully as we can to minimise bubble-crossing and our internal track and trace system is used to monitor staff 

movements. 

 

I know  this will have been challenging for many parents who now find themselves with children at home, either 

not well or self-isolating.  As I have stated in previous newsletters, we are here to support any of you.  We do not 

want remote learning to become a chore or to be stressful for you, or your children. 

 

Google Classroom 

I have access to Google Classroom and I have really enjoyed seeing the amazing learning children have been 

uploading.  Please do this with your child, if you can.  We have had positive feedback from parents about this 

system as it provides such a simple link to the class teacher.   We are also beginning to explore some of its addi-

tional features and I know Reception and Year 1 teachers are beginning to upload videos to engage children with 

their learning.  Google Classroom has a lot of potential, but I  am aware some of you may still continue to find it 

tricky to access, for example  because of the technology required.  If this is the case,  let us know and we will do 

all we can to  help you access home learning. 

 

Following National Lockdown Guidelines 

We have had a complaint from a  local neighbour of parents congregating  in the street at drop off or pick up.  I 

know it is lovely to see other people at those time, but please remember the rules of the national lockdown mean 

this should not be happening.  Please support us in following lockdown rules and keeping us all safe. 

 

School Vision and Values Competition 

I have received some lovely entries from pupils redesigning our school vision and values poster.  This competi-

tion is still open, so if your child wants to enter, please follow  the instructions on the attachment with this newslet-

ter.  The completed entries can be emailed or brought to school for the attention of Mr Hemmings. 

 

Take care and have a lovely weekend 

Karl Hemmings, Headteacher 



Learning Meetings 
At this time of year the school corridor is normally full of parents and siblings attend-
ing the learning meetings. This week the learning meetings were via phone calls 
direct from the class teacher. Please can we have feedback as to how the system 
worked for you—this will help us plan these events in the future . 

Virtual Open Evening  
 
We hosted the first of three virtual open evenings this 
week via Microsoft teams. A large number of viewers 
logged into see Mr Hemmings lead a presentation 
that outlined the school’s educational philosophy and 
curriculum.  Parents had opportunity to ask questions at the end of the session and feedback so far has 
been positive. 

“Absolutely LOVED your virtual open evening and your school values & ethos.“ 
 
Future dates for Virtual Open Evenings have now been announced as follows: 
Tuesday December 1st at 6pm and Wednesday January 6th at 6pm 
Information and links to connect to this virtual event via Microsoft Teams will be posted to the school website 
nearer the time. 
 
Recently we had a videographer in school filming the school day as part of our online prospectus. The video 
is in the final stages of editing and will be shared to the school website soon. Watch this space! 

Parent Governor— 
 

NEW GOVERNORS WANTED 
 
We are looking for two new parent governors to join our governing body.  Attached to this newsletter is the 
letter formally inviting nominations, a nomination form and a guide to becoming a governor. 

Cold Weather  
 
In the event that the school 

needs to close due to bad 

weather, parents will be notified by text in 

the morning. Notification will also be given 

to South Glos & school websites and Fa-

cebook as normal. 

Please make sure all mobile phone num-

bers are up to date in the Arbor applica-

tion. 



Foodbank 
 
We will be hosting a collection for the local food bank. If you are 

able to contribute, please put any donations into boxes in the 

school foyer. 

General items requested include: 

Minced beef & onion, tinned mushrooms, tinned potatoes, jelly, 

angel delight, fruit juice (long life), sponge puddings, milk (long 

life), toilet rolls and tinned fruit (all types & sizes). 

Alternatively, donate something for the Christmas shopping list. 

 

Please check the best before date to ensure that the items will 

last into the New Year. 

Please donate by the 4th December 

OUR PTFA  PTFA Email: ptfa@egps.org.uk  

 

 
 
 
 

Christmas Cards 
Huge thanks to all the parents who have supported our Christmas cards. The cards, mugs, 
wrapping paper and labels arrived in school this week and Years 2-6 have been sent home. 
For children in Reception and Year 1 your goodies are waiting for you.  If you would prefer 
to collect your items before children return to school please email the office to arrange a  
collection time. 
 
Tea towels  
This year we will also be selling tea towels printed with the children’s self portraits. These will be on sale be-
fore Christmas, details to follow.  

 
Snowman trail 
This year we thought it would be a fun idea to hold a Snowman Trail. With 
events being restricted this is an opportunity for families to Snowman ‘hunt’ in a 
socially distanced way. If you would like to make a snowman to display in a 
window or in a garden please email ptfa@egps.org.uk by Monday 30th  
November. Your snowman must be ready to display from 9am Saturday 12th 
December.  Snowmen can be any size or material and be as creative as you 
like! Please give your Snowman a name so that hunters can find them all.   
Maps will be on sale, £1 a map, from Friday 11th December. There will be  

prizes for the top 3 entries as voted for by Snowmen hunters.   

 

Fundraising 

Mynametags.  You can help raise funds for the school with every purchase 

from mynametags.co.uk  If you use this site to purchase labels for clothes and acces-

sorises simply enter our school ID 59636 and we receive a small percentage of the 

sale for school fundraising. 

mailto:ptfa@egps.org.uk


A Real Assembly 
 
Mr Hemmings was so excited to present a ‘real assembly’ this afternoon to all the children.  Year 2 were the 

audience, sat in the hall (socially distanced of course) while other classes watched from their classrooms. 

Children who are self-isolating at home were able to login to google classroom and view the assembly from 

home. 

Many thanks to all who were able to join in and well done to all those children who received Green cards to-

day. 

 

 

School Values Competition 
 

Over the last year or so we have been carrying out a community-wide consultation on our school values.  

This has culminated in a new set of School Values being produced and a new school vision statement.  The 

school vision statement is now Learning, Achieving and Growing Together, while our 7 new School values 

are: Inclusivity, Kindness, Respect, Enthusiasm, Curiosity, Creativity and Perseverance.  We are really 

pleased that these values will help to support the launch of our revised school curriculum this year. 

 

As part of this process, we are holding a competition for all children.  Our current values poster is a 9-piece 

Jigsaw, with a piece for each Value.  We are asking children to design a new Values poster, using our 7 new 

School Values.   

 

The closing date for this competition is Friday 4th December. 



Inset Days 2020/2021 

TERM 3 

Monday 4th January 2021 

TERM 5 

Friday 28th May 2021 

TERM 6 

Friday 10th July 2021 

Diary Dates 

Dates below are subject 

to change 

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 20-21 

 

TERM 2 

Week 4 

Wed 25th November— Y2 

Great Fire of London  

Week 5 

Tues 1st December—

Virtual Open Evening 

Week 6 

Wed 9th December—Y6 

Victorian Day 

Fri 11th December—

Christmas Jumper Day 

Week 7 

Mon14th December—

School Disco 

Tues 15th December—

KS1 Christmas lunch 

Wed 16th December—

KS2 Christmas lunch 

Thurs 17
th
 December—

School Disco 

Fri 18th December—

School Disco 

Friday 18th December—

Last Day of Term 

Children In Need 
Crazy Hair Day in school was a colourful affair with staff and chil-

dren alike colouring their hair. We had some imaginative hair-

styles and extra curls too.  

The children all enjoyed joining Joe Wicks for a morning workout.  

Thank you for your donations via ParentPay, we have raised 

£269.09.  

Christmas Lunch 
This year Christmas lunch will take a slightly dif-

ferent format where we offer the festive fun 

across two days. KS1 will enjoy lunch on Tues-

day and KS2 will have their turn on Wednesday. 

The menu will be set up on ParentPay for par-

ents to book in advance. Children who opt to 

have a packed lunch should book this option on 

ParentPay and bring to school as usual. 

Christmas Jumper Day 

We will be celebrating Christmas jumper day on Friday 11th December. Please 

do not feel you need to go out and buy a new jumper— get one from a charity 

shop, borrow from a friend or reuse one from previous years. Some of the most 

festive jumpers are ones children have decorated themselves.  

 

Please wear your normal school uniform plus a festive 

Christmas jumper and donate a suggested minimum dona-

tion of £1 for Save the Children via ParentPay. This will be 

set up on ParentPay closer to the day.  


