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A New Lockdown 

We are now in national lockdown, which, despite the clear rise in Covid cases nationally, still felt like it came  

suddenly and unexpectedly.  It has clearly unsettled many of us and we are aware that many of you or your  

children may be worried about this.  It is really important that we pull together and look after each other.  If you or 

your child need any support or reassurance at this time, please let us know.  It is a key part of our ‘Recovery’  

approach this year to prioritise the mental health of our school community. 

 

Updated School Safety Plan 

As part of the national lockdown, the government released updated guidance for  schools this week.  While very 

little had changed for Primary schools, we have updated the original safety plan which we sent out to you all in 

September.  The two changes are: 

 The lockdown clearly states that you can only meet one person outside at a time.  This means that parents will 

not be able to drop off or pick up each other’s children, unless they have formed a support bubble with 

that family or the child is with a childminder.  I know this is going to be tricky for you, but it is our  

responsibility to support the national lockdown rules.  If this ever makes it tricky for any of you to drop off or 

pick up, let us know and we will take action to help you with this. 

 We are not asking all adults who drop off and pick up  to wear masks at this time,  as the vast  majority of you 

are having very little contact with each other through our one-way system.  However, we are aware that some 

of you occasionally want  to talk privately to a member of staff, either in the car park, on the classroom door or 

at the office.  In order to make sure everyone is as safe as possible, we are now asking you to wear a mask if 

you talk to  a member of staff. Also remember that only urgent messages should be shared in this 

way—most messages should be via phone or email. 

 

While we have not yet imposed mask-wearing on all adults coming into school,  this is totally dependent on you all 

remaining socially-distanced on our site.  We will have to challenge any adults who are not socially-distancing and, 

if we believe this is becoming an issue, we may later impose a mask-wearing requirement. Can I also remind you 

that only one person should be picking up and dropping off.  Now there is a national lockdown we intend 

to be more strict about this, in order to reduce the number of people on site at any one time.  The updated School 

Safety Plan has been emailed with this newsletter for your information.  Please do re-read it to check you 

understand what we are doing to keep everyone safe. 

 

Remote Learning 

This week we had to ask a number of pupils and staff to self-isolate due to contact with a confirmed case.   I know 

this must have ben very difficult for some of you with children at home.  This decision was not taken lightly and 

was made fully  under the direction of Public Health England and the Local Authority.  The period of self-isolation 

and the date it ended were decisions made by Public Health England—it was based on a range of  detailed  

information we provided  to them from our school track and trace system.   Public Health England recognised that 

we had carried out all our duties in this matter properly and appropriately—they also said our track and trace  

system was the best they had seen. 

 

This then meant many of you had to undertake remote learning with your child, through our Google Classroom 

system.  While there is government requirement to have this in place and we have to have an expectation you will 

do this, the last thing we want is for you to have a stressful time at home with your child.  Just do as much as you 

can—focusing on what you and your child are enjoying.  Contact us immediately if you need any help or advice 

while remote learning—we are always here to help make it a positive experience for you and your child. 

 

Take care and have a lovely weekend 

Karl Hemmings, Headteacher 



Learning Meetings 

We have Learning Meetings planned for 17
th
 and 19

th
 November.  Normally, these 

are an opportunity for parents and carers to come into school to see the classroom 
and talk to their child’s  class teacher to see how their child is settling in.  Due to 
current restrictions we are unable to invite you into school.  We had hoped to carry 
out Learning Meetings online, using Microsoft Teams or Google Meet.  However, we have already  
encountered some technical issues using these systems.  The meetings are so important that we do not 
want a technical fault to affect them on the day.  Therefore, we have opted for telephone consultations. 
 
The school office have set up 10 minute appointment times for your child’s  class on Arbor, between 3.30-
6.30pm on 17th and 19th November.  To make an appointment, go into the Arbor App  and scroll up to  
Guardian Consultations section which can be found under statistics. Click on “Parents Evening Autumn 
2020” which will show you that it is possible to make a booking up to and including the 16th November—after 
this date please contact the office. Please select a day and time slot from the drop down which will then take 
you to the meeting page where we ask you to please put a message in the Notes field with instructions as to 
which phone number is best to contact. Then click the green “book time slot” confirm your time slot, af-
ter which you will receive an email confirmation of your meeting. 
 
For further information from Arbor see 
https://support.arbor-education.com/hc/en-us/articles/203792102-Booking-Guardian-Consultations-Parent-s-
Evenings-on-the-Parent-Portal 
 
If parents are separated and require separate appointments, each parent will need to login to Arbor to ar-
range. If you have any difficulties making a booking please contact the school office.  
 
Teachers will ring your mobile number or the number you have specified at the allotted time.  While the ap-
pointment times are ten minutes, the intention is for the meetings to last for 7-8 minutes, to give teachers 
time to ring the next person.  To help with this, before the meeting we will be  sending home a written report 
for your child, along with a photocopy sample of their Writing and Maths.  This will contain a lot of infor-
mation which would otherwise have been communicated verbally.  It would also really help if you came to 
the appointment knowing exactly what you want to say to the teacher.  If the meeting has to end and the dis-
cussion needs to continue, class teachers can make a further appointment with you at another time. 
 
For those of you with several children in the school, we recommend that you book appointments that are not 
next to each other, in order to allow you to disconnect the call and then be rung by the next teacher. 

Virtual Open Evening  

 
This is a meeting for prospective parents to find out 
about the school, for pupils being admitted into Re-
ception for September 2021.  The meeting will be led 
by Karl Hemmings (Headteacher) and Soraya Young 
(Deputy Headteacher and Special Needs Coordinator). 
  
Mr Hemmings will lead a presentation to outline the school's educational philosophy and curriculum .  There 
will be opportunities for parents to ask questions through the chat facility.  Alternatively, parents can email 
questions to the school office, following the meeting. 
  
We are having a promotional  video filmed this term, which will be added to our website, so prospective  
parents can take a virtual tour and get a  feeling for what it is like to be a pupil at our wonderful  school. 
 
Please visit our school website to click the link to connect to the Microsoft Teams meeting at 6pm on Tues-
day 10th  November.  



Year 5 and Year 6 Remembrance Assembly 

The pupils in Year 5 and 6 are in the process of filming their 

Remembrance assembly in readiness for publishing to 

Google Classroom. Parents in Year 5 and 6 will be able to 

login to view this production from Wednesday 11th Novem-

ber.  We are retelling the story of War Horse by Michael 

Morpurgo. We are also exploring how  Remembrance day 

traditions started out. Please note that we have not included 

a 2 minutes silence into the production, but invite you to take 

a moment of reflection at some point in your day. 

Inset Days 2020/2021 

TERM 3 

Monday 4th January 2021 

TERM 5 

Friday 28th May 2021 

TERM 6 

Friday 10th July 2021 

Diary Dates 

Dates below are subject 

to change 

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 20-21 

 

TERM 2 

Week 2 

Mon 9th November—

Filming in school 

Tues 10th November—

Virtual Open Evening 

Friday 13th November— 

Children in Need 

Week 3 

Tues 17th November—

Photographer, postponed 

see below. 

RED Class—Bristol Evening Post 

 

The Bristol Post "First Class" special edition 

pullout goes on sale this Friday. It will feature 

almost 70 photos over 20 pages, including the 

image we submitted. Please note this edition is 

only available on sale on Friday. Due to the  

lockdown, there is no way Bristol Post can pro-

vide extra copies from the office and usual meth-

ods for back copies are unavailable. They have 

sent increased supplies to newsagents and su-

permarkets to ensure there are plenty of copies 

out there for you all to get a copy. It's a great 

keepsake.  

Video Permission 

With the restriction on visitors due to Covid-19 our Open Days 

will take a new online format this year. We are hosting a videog-

rapher to produce a virtual tour of the school, showcasing our 

lovely school and children within. This video will be posted to the 

school website. 

A new consent has been set up on Arbor “Video Student”, please login to Arbor  

to give consent if you are happy for your child to be included.  

Photographer 

Due to the restrictions on 

visitors to school during 

the second national lock-

down, we have had to 

postpone the visit from 

the photographer for the 

children’s individual pho-

tos. We hope to be able 

to host the photographer 

in February 2021.  

Children In Need 

Children In Need this year is on Friday 

13
th
 November.  We are hosting a Cra-

zy Hair day—this is not a non-uniform 

day just an opportunity to wear your 

hair in a crazy and unique way. 

After the stress and worry of the coro-

navirus pandemic, Children in Need are making children’s mental health the 

number one priority. Within school we will look at the Five To Thrive programme 

of wellbeing activities which include a whole range of fun ways for your children 

to feel better about themselves. 

There will be opportunity to donate to this cause via ParentPay towards the end 

of the week. 


