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Red Class Newsletter – Term 2 2020 
Dear Parent/ Carer, 
 
Welcome back to Term 2!  Although we’ve had an unusual first week this term, it’s been lovely to see 
all of the home learning that’s been going on.  However, the Early Years team are really looking 
forward to see you all in person next week. 
 
This term’s learning 
Our main topic this term will be ‘Festivals and Celebrations’.  Each week, we will be focusing on a 
different festival/celebration, including Diwali, Birthdays, Hanukah and Christmas.  We will be 
reading different fiction and non-fiction texts that tell us more about these celebrations, and there 
will be opportunities to deepen our knowledge and understanding in all seven areas of learning and 
across the entire learning environment.  Linked to this, it would be great if you could send in a 
photograph of your child joining in with a family custom, tradition or routine, linked to a 
celebration where possible. 
 
As before, there will be whole-class input each day, focusing on one or two areas of learning, with a 
linked adult-led activity and plenty of opportunities for children to develop their skills through 
independent learning.  The adults will continue to get ‘stuck in’ to the play, supporting, questioning and 
challenging children in order to help them learn.  There will also be a daily phonics session.   
 
The attached topic web outlines the main things we will be focusing on this term, in each of the prime 
and specific areas of learning.   
 
At the end of the term, I will be emailing your child’s electronic learning diary, so that you can see all 
of the learning that takes place between now and Christmas.  If you have not yet received your 
child’s learning diary for Term 1, please let me know via email to the school office.  
 
General Reminders 
We are continuing to operate a staggered drop-off and pick-up this term.  Reception children 
should be dropped off at 9am, unless they have a sibling in an older year group; if this is the case, 
they can be dropped off at the older child’s start time (8:40am or 8:50am).  Pick-up time for Red 
Class remains at 3pm, and you are able to collect older siblings at this time too.  
 
Please can you ensure that your child brings the following to school each day:  

• School book bag and reading book (see below) 
• A named water bottle (please only provide water, not squash or fizzy drinks) 
• Waterproof coat 

 
If you have not yet provided a spare set of clothes in case of any accidents, please could you do this. 
 



PE will continue to take place every Wednesday; children need to wear their PE kit to school on 
this day.  Forest Schools will also continue to take place every Wednesday, so please ensure your 
child brings a change of clothes that they can get wet and muddy, as well as wellies (these can be 
kept in school in our welly-boot box) and hat/scarf/gloves as it turns colder. 
 
We are still unable to use Home-School Diaries for messages, so please send any messages via the 
school office (phone or email).  Please continue to check your child’s book bag regularly, as we 
sometimes send things home in this way.  Please also check your ‘junk’ email regularly in case any 
messages we send drop into there.   
 
If your child has turned 5 since the start of the year, they will no longer be entitled to free 
school milk; please speak to the office if you wish to purchase this for your child to have during ‘fruit 
and milk time’.  A free piece of fruit is provided for all children, but you are welcome to send your 
child with a piece of fruit from home if you prefer.  
 
Please remember to book your child’s lunches, up to 3 weeks in advance, using ParentPay – even if 
you are sending a packed lunch from home.  
 
In terms of school uniform, just a reminder that children must not wear nail varnish to school, and 
hair accessories need to be small, plain and either black, grey or green.  Any earrings must be studs 
only (with earrings removed or covered with tape on a Wednesday) – this is for safety reasons.   
 
Reading and Phonics 
Hopefully you were able to utilise some of the ‘Letters and Sounds’ phonics videos for remote 
learning; these follow a very similar structure to the phonics teaching we do in class.  There is more 
information about this teaching approach within a powerpoint presentation which you can find on 
Google Classroom and on the EYFS page of our website.  
 
Children take home a new ‘phonics’ reading book every Friday.  Before we change their book, an adult 
hears the child read aloud, enabling us to match their reading level to a suitable book.  Their ‘phonics’ 
book will contain the sounds they have learnt so far, so are designed for the child to read to an adult 
by practising their sounding out and blending skills.  Children are only just learning to read, and 
blending is quite challenging at this stage, so please support your child with this as much as possible 
(e.g. repeat the individual sounds they have said back to them, gradually increasing the speed with 
which you do so, in order to support them with blending the sounds together into a word).  Thank you 
for all of your support with this so far – daily reading really does make a huge difference!  
 
Children will also take home a ‘library’ book every Wednesday.  They can look at this book 
independently, with a sibling or with an adult.  Children are unlikely to be able to read the words 
themselves in these books, but can join in with repeated refrains, explore the storyline and the 
pictures, and talk about what they liked/didn’t like about the book.  
 
Please ensure your child has their library book in their book bag on a Wednesday and their 
phonics book in their book bag on a Friday, so that they we can give them new books to take 
home every week.  

 
As before, please don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions or concerns.   
Thank you for your continued support.  
 
Mrs G Leech 


