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What is Phonics?
Phonics is a way of teaching reading.

At EGPS, we teach Systematic Synthetic 
Phonics.

This means that sounds for each letter of 
the alphabet are learnt systematically in 
isolation and blended together 
(synthesised) to read.  



Phonics Basics

• A phoneme is the smallest unit of sound in 
speech (the noise).

• A grapheme is the written letters that represent 
a phoneme.  These can be single letters, or 2 or 
more letters together.

• Children need to learn how to blend for reading 
and segment for spelling.

• Over 80% of words in English can be ‘decoded’ 
using phonics, so it is a really great tool for helping 
children to become fluent and confident readers.



In Reception, children 
learn these letters and 
sounds – mainly just 
one representation for 
each sound in English.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V3
2pB2lposo

This video shows the 
correct pronunciation of 
each sound.  It is really 
important that we don’t 
add an ‘uh’ to the end of 
the sound as this makes 
blending very tricky!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V32pB2lposo


Teaching Phonics
We teach phonics through the government-published 
Letters and Sounds, supported by Jolly Phonics actions. 

Before we learn any sounds we work on our listening skills as 
well as our auditory memory and discrimination skills.  We learn 
the following:

• How to listen well
• How to make different noises with our mouths and 

bodies
• How to listen to and identify the sounds in our 

names
• Picking up and joining in with rhymes



Teaching Phonics

• Beginning in Reception and continuing throughout 
Year 1 and Year 2, phonics is taught through a daily 
15-20 minute whole-class session. 

• The phonics lesson is designed around short, 
repetitive, multi-sensory activities, to allow all 
children to access and learn the phonics curriculum 
at an appropriate rate.



• Within every phonics lesson, children have the 
opportunity to read and write.  They learn how to 
pronounce each sound correctly, how to form each 
letter, and how to blend for reading and segment for 
spelling.

• A phonics lesson follows this structure: 
• Review – an opportunity to reinforce and practise the sounds 

we’ve already learnt
• Teach – teaching a new letter/sound – we teach one per day
• Practise – practise reading and writing the new sound, both in 

isolation and within simple words
• Apply – practise reading and writing simple captions and, later, 

sentences.

Teaching Phonics



• In Reception, children are taught one grapheme for 
each sound in English (with a couple of exceptions 
such as ‘f’ and ‘ff).

• Some are individual letters (e.g. ‘s’) and other are 
represented digraphs, represented by two letters 
(e.g. ‘ss’, ‘th’ or ‘ai’).

• Initially, children learn how to read and write CVC 
words with three sounds, such as ‘cat’, ‘top’, ‘big’.

• Later, we move on to CVCC words (e.g. ‘lost’) and 
CCVC words (e.g. plan). 

• The goal is for children to have a way to represent 
every sound when they write  – they use the 
graphemes they have learnt even though this might 
not be the ‘right’ spelling (they will learn alternative 
spellings in Year 1 and Year 2). 

Teaching Phonics in Reception



Alongside blending to read children are taught to 
sight-read common words.  Some of these words 
cannot be blended and are called Tricky Words.

Examples include

we to I be

are said you me

Tricky Words



Home- School Links
• What do we send home?

– An overview of the sounds and words we are learning each 
week

– Workbooks for each phase (letters and words)
– A phonics reading book

• What can parents do?
– Read regularly to and with your child – use the phonics 

books and reading for pleasure books (see separate letter 
about reading at home)

– Model good handwriting – lower case letters
– Model correct use of phonics – sounds not letter names
– Use available resources (e.g. sound mat, booklets, 

websites)
– Support your child at their own pace
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Useful Websites

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V32pB2lposo

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zf2yf4j

https://www.phonicsbloom.com/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/alphablocks

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V32pB2lposo


Assessment

• We have a ‘Phonics Tracker’ where we record and 
track each child’s individual ability to identify letter 
sounds and to blend and segment.  

• We regularly assess in Reception, both formally and 
informally.  

• The assessment information is passed to each child’s 
next teacher.

• Assessment information is also used to identify 
pupils who exceed expectations or those that may 
require some extra support.



Finally…

Remember that phonics only represents the 
mechanics of reading.  The ultimate goal of 
learning to read is comprehension and 
enjoyment.
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