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Autumn has arrived! 

After a thankfully warm and dry start to the school year, Autumn is definitely here.  We welcome the change 

of seasons through the school year, but there are of course practical implications for this.  Please ensure 

your child brings a water-proof coat every day and is wearing shoes that they can play in whatever the  

weather.  We will also do PE outside as much as possible (within reason) so please remember tracksuit  

trousers and a hoodie will be essential on PE days. 

 

New ways of working 

While we all accept there have to be changes to the way we work, in order to keep everyone safe, we also 

want our school community to continue with the cultural traditions and key events that usually mark the 

school year.  We cannot invite parents in for Harvest assembly this year, but we are planning to use Google 

Classroom to facilitate online assemblies.  We are also planning the best way to run Learning Meetings 

(Parents Evening).  Technology is not always running efficiently and has caused us some issues, so please 

bear with us while we work out the best way to continue to provide you and your children with the provision 

we know you have valued in the past. 

 

Covid Testing Update—some good news! 

As we reported in our previous newsletter and national press, there has been a country-wide issue with the 

availability of tests.  We will continue to follow our policy that anyone with Covid symptoms must remain off 

school and get a test immediately.  Some parents have queried why their child cannot just self—isolate for 14 

days and then return.  Apart from the fact that could involve unnecessarily missing weeks of school, it is  

essential we know about confirmed cases as soon as possible, so that individual’s bubble can all immediately 

self-isolate, in order to contain any potential outbreak. 

 

We have noticed that in the last week or so people seem too have been able to access tests more quickly.  

Also, we have been informed this week that a new local testing centre has opened at Blackberry Hill, which 

we hope will help the situation for any of you requiring a test. 

 

Remote Learning Parent Feedback 

Many thanks to those of you who have responded to the Remote  Learning Feedback consultation.  The 

Google Form for this can be found at:  

https://forms.gle/AWhZcbVcK5BhvLQ39 
 

Please complete this form as soon as you  can.  Teachers have already started using Google Classroom for 

Home Learning and for several pupils who been required to self-isolate.  Reception Class Google Classroom 

is in the process of being set-up by our IT Provider. 

 

In these unusual times, it has also been wonderful to be able to greet so many of you in the morning and  

welcome you into school.  Many thanks to you and your families for all the positivity and support you have 

shown to us—it is really appreciated by our staff. 

 

Take care and have a lovely weekend 

Karl Hemmings 

Headteacher 



School Meals 

Our kitchen staff wish to extend a big thank you to everyone 

who ordered a school lunch today.  125 hot dinners were 

served across the school allowing us to test our processes.  

We will use this experience to determine the menu we hope 

to offer in future. 

 

As always, all meals should be booked in advance on ParentPay to avoid accru-

ing debt. Meals can be booked up to 3 weeks in advance and 

on the day before 8.30am. Please do remember to pre-book 

meals however it is possible to book in the classroom on the 

day as a last resort. 

Inset Days 2020/2021 

TERM 3 

Monday 4th January 2021 

TERM 5 

Friday 28th May 2021 

TERM 6 

Friday 10th July 2021 

Diary Dates 

Dates below are subject 

to change 

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 20-21 

Week 6 

Monday 5th October—

Reception -First full day of 

school  

Week 7 

Wednesday 14th October- 

Year 6 Camp meeting  

Friday 16th October—

Christmas Card Artwork 

to school 

Week 8 

Tuesday 20th October—

Flu Vaccinations 

Friday 23rd October—Last 

Day of term 

 

TERM 2 

Week 1 

Mon 2nd November– First 

day of term 

Week 2 

Tues 10th November—

Virtual Open Evening 

Christmas Cards 

 

The children are bringing home their Christmas Card artwork today.  

The artwork is attached to a form to enable you to order directly 

with the supplier. Simply login and fill in the school code and the 

unique code to your child’s form.  Please return the original artwork and form to 

school for us to collate and send to the supplier. 

Please place your order before Thursday 15th October and return to school by 

Friday 16th October at the very latest.   

If your child has siblings who would also like to create a Christmas card, we do 

have extra forms in the school office.  We would be delighted to facilitate this  

opportunity. Please email or phone in and we can give an extra form to your child 

in school. 

Contacting School 

To contact school regarding pupil absence, please 

phone the office on 01454 867474 or 01454 867475 as 

soon after 8.30am on the day. Please contact the school 

via email on admin@egps.org.uk at anytime.  

Please do not use the in-app message service on Arbor as these messages are 

checked sporadically through the day and may be missed if time sensitive. 

Books & Uniform 

 

We are very lucky to have such generous parents and carers at Emersons 

Green Primary School.  A lot of you have donated some lovely books to school 

after the summer break.  At this time, please can we ask for no further donations 

as our library is quite full. Many thanks 

 

We recently held a second hand sale of uniform to off-load some of our stock in 

school.  As we need to ensure clothing is quarantined before then selling on, 

please can we ask that any donations are kept at home until we announce our 

next second hand sale. Many thanks 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=school+meal+image&view=detailv2&qpvt=school+meal+image&id=33014A1CDCE739143AB6963429C0BFBDCF75E73C&selectedIndex=3&ccid=YCWXBuML&simid=608009018668484822&thid=OIP.M60259706e30be5181fddff1f9147df12o0


Learning Meetings (Parents Evening) 

This year we will be carrying out Learning Meetings over the telephone.  Based on 

what we have trialled already it seems to be the most reliable way to do it.  Each 

teacher has a phone in their classroom and will be able to ring you directly.  We will 

use Arbor to set up slots for you and the class teacher will ring you in that slot.  

Each meeting will last 10 minutes, although we may allocate 15 minutes for each 

slot to allow for the time it takes to dial etc.  I am sure you will understand that 

teachers will have too strictly stick to allotted times. 

As you will not be able to come into school we will be sending home information to 

help you to be aware of how your child is progressing in school.   This will include a 

written report, a sample of your child's writing, a sample of your child’s mathemat-

ics.  The meetings will take place in the middle of Term  2—look out for information 

on how to book a slot in a future letter. 

Harvest Assembly 

Harvest assembly is one of the first school events of 

the year. It’s the first time the children are all in the 

hall performing to each other and singing together. 

This year, due to Coronavirus and the  

restrictions to keep the class groups separate  

Harvest assembly as we know it will not take place. 

Unfortunately, this also means we are unable to in-

vite parents into school to celebrate with us.  All is not lost as plans are afoot to 

still celebrate assembly within each class and we are intending to share it with 

you through Google Classroom.  Watch this space! 

Year 6 

Secondary school applications must be submitted by 31st October 2020.  Applications received after the clos-
ing date of 31st October will be dealt with as late applications and will be considered after the 1st March 
2021.  This means that you will are less likely to receive an offer at one of your preferred schools. 

Offers of secondary school places are made to parents/carers resident in South Gloucestershire on 1st March 

2021.  You must reply to offers made no later than 15th March 2021. 

Please see https://find-information-for-adults-children-families.southglos.gov.uk/kb5/southglos/directory/

advice.page?id=12VIUlCdFLs&amp;familychannel=2-2&amp;channel=family for more information. 

Resound Food bank 

Even though our harvest assembly will take a different format this year, we know how 

generous our parents can be. If you are able to donate to the local foodbank there 

are a number of ways you can do this.  They accept direct donations on Friday  

mornings between 10 and 12 or  alternatively, there is a donation box at the local 

Sainsburys store. 

The shopping list for Autumn 2020 includes: 
Tinned Mince Meat & Onions, Tinned Chicken in White Sauce, Packet/Cuppa Soups, Potted Meat/Fish 
Spreads, Tinned Green Beans, Smash – Packets/Boxes , Jam, Marmalade, Tinned Rice Pudding, Custard – 
Tinned or Sachets, Tinned Fruit, Biscuits, Fruit Juice (Long Life) – Orange, Apple etc, Squash – Small Bot-
tles, UHT Milk, Washing Up Liquid, Washing Tablets, Deodorants – Ladies and Mens, Soap, Shower Gel, 
Toothpaste, Tooth Brushes – Adult & Children, Feminine Hygiene  

Reception Entry 2021 

Virtual Open Evening 

 

We are looking forward 
to hosting a Virtual 
Open Evening on 
Tuesday 10th   
November. Please reg-
ister your interest by 
filling in the form be-
low: 
https://forms.gle/

NcYGxDnTHSJDrPFb
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Flu Vaccination Form 

 

Please return forms by 

October 5th. The team 

will collect the forms and 

review prior to giving the 

vaccinations on October 

20th. Many thanks 

https://forms.gle/NcYGxDnTHSJDrPFb9
https://forms.gle/NcYGxDnTHSJDrPFb9
https://forms.gle/NcYGxDnTHSJDrPFb9


CONTACT INFORMATION & ARBOR 

 

Further to our article in the previous school newsletter, we will be sending out 

the children’s student profile.  Please review this document to ensure all infor-

mation we hold is correct. If possible please login to Arbor and update your 

child’s contact information. We appreciate that whilst parents are able to update 

their own information, it is not possible to update the contacts of grandparents and extended family and 

friends who are emergency contacts for your children.  If an update is required, please correct the information 

and return the paperwork to the school office where we will update the information for you. 

 

Article Previously Published below: 

 

It is very important that we keep our student and guardian contact information up to date. In the past we have 

sent out paper forms to facilitate this process however this year we are using the Parent Portal App of the 

Arbor system.  

If you have not already, please download the app (for free) and sign in using the email address we use for 

school communications.  When you login, you will be asked to verify your child’s date of birth as part of the 

security process to access your data. 

 

Guardian Information 

Every parent should be able to login and update their own contact information which should include the fol-

lowing: 

Name, email, postal address, relationship to student, mobile telephone, home telephone, work telephone, 

primary guardian (parental responsibility), legal guardian and if they are authorised to collect student. 

 

As a GDPR security feature, it is not possible for parents to access contact information for anyone other than 

themselves. Parents can input information for guardians who are emergency contacts (such as grandparents 

or other family members), however once added the information is no longer accessible other than to see the 

guardian’s name. When adding a new guardian, please input as much information as possible. 

 

Guardians without parental responsibility, will not have access to the contact information to update for them-

selves. We would be grateful therefore, if parents would check the guardians appended to your child’s record 

and email in the correct information for us to data capture on your behalf. Please let us know if they have au-

thorisation to collect your child from school in your absence. 

 

Medical Information 

The information we are asking you to verify includes: 

Medical Information—medical practice, medical conditions, dietary requirements, sight test and hearing test. 

If your child needs to receive medicine in school, please do ask the office for a Red Medical form as before. 

 

Consent 

We ask parents to tick boxes on Arbor to give consent for photography or confirm they have read policies. All 

this information is now on Arbor, please do check and tick the relevant boxes. 

Year 6 Camp Meeting 

 

A camp meeting will be hosted on Google Classroom on Wednesday 14th October starting at 3.30-3.45pm. A 

link will be posted within the google classroom for parents to click ‘Join Meeting’.   



Student Absences 

If your child is unwell it is possible to contact the school office on  01454 867474 or 01454 867475 outside of 

school hours as there is an answering machine on this line. Please  let us know each time your child will not 

be in school, for any reason. 

Please see the flow charts below for further advice, regarding concerns around Covid: 

 






