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A Warm Welcome to Reception Pupils 

I have been so thrilled this week to see our pupils walking into school and wishing so many of you a ‘good 

morning’.  After the difficult period of school closure, I am so glad to have us all return.  It has also been es-

pecially wonderful to see our new Reception pupils start with us.  They are already settling in and getting to 

know how it all works.  A warm welcome to these children and their families—we are really pleased to have 

you join our school community. 

 

Covid Testing 

As I am sure you are aware, the national testing system is causing real problems at the moment.  The service 

appears quite random, with some parents not able to get a test for days, some being sent off on an hours 

drive and others somehow getting tests at Bristol Airport on the same day. 

 

Please remember that any pupil with symptoms will not be allowed to return to school unless they have a 

negative test.  Even more critically, it is extremely important your child is tested as soon as possible, as if 

they have confirmed Covid we need to send the whole class bubble home to avoid a local outbreak. 

 

A couple of tips for getting a test: 

 Even if the test offered is some distance away, I suggest you take it (as long as you can get there).  Even 

Bristol Airport is a 40 minute  drive from here, so if you get offered South Wales, Somerset or Wiltshire, it 

is worth doing. 

 When you log in to get a test, you do have to keep refreshing the web page and try throughout the day.  A 

number of parents appear to have made it work this way. 

 Please remember that the whole family must self-isolate until the test result is negative. 

 

We know this is frustrating, but it is exceptionally important for all our safety that your child gets a test if they 

have symptoms.  Please do not get a test if there are no symptoms and do not go to A&E to get a test. 

 

Remote Learning Parent Feedback 

We have created a Google Form for you to provide feedback for remote learning.  Please do this by Friday 

25th September.  We are interested in: 

 The devices/Wifi you have at home to ensure your child can access remote learning. 

 Any feedback parents have regarding last term’s remote learning.   

Going forward, remote learning will be very different to that period, but we want to be sure we are considering 

how it can work best and only parents who have done it can let us know that. 

 

The Google Form is done once for all your children and can be found here:  

https://forms.gle/AWhZcbVcK5BhvLQ39 
 

There is information on the following pages to help you to access our new Google Classroom system. 

 

Take care and have a lovely weekend 

Karl Hemmings 

Headteacher 



Introduction to Google Classroom 

 

We now use Google Classroom as our online learning platform and this has been 

set up for this year.  From next week, teachers will begin to share home learning 

in this way and it will underpin our remote learning if children have to self-isolate.  

Please see our Remote Learning Policy (on the website) for an  

explanation of how this remote learning will work. 

 

Google Classroom is one of the online learning platforms recommended by the Department for  

Education.  As it is run by Google all data is secure.  The only data stored in regards to pupils is 

their name, login and any home learning they upload, although this does constitute personal  

information for data protection purposes. 

 

 

IMPORTANT - Login and Password 

All children who were with us in Term 6 were set up with a login and temporary password, which will 

stay with them throughout their time at Emersons Green.  Reception will be allocated logins and 

passwords once full-time.  Children who have joined us since September have also been added. 

 

Please be aware – when you change the temporary password you must make a note of the new  

password.  If you forget it, it can be reset, however there is a delay as we will need to request it from 

our IT Provider.  Please make sure your child is aware of what the password is, as they may be us-

ing google classroom in school as well as at home. 

 

 

How does my child log in? 

Go to classroom.google.com 

Click to login 

Each child’s login follows the same format: 

Year of starting school (e.g. if a child started in 2018, it is 18) 

Your child’s surname (starting with a capital letter) 

Your child’s first initial (capital letter) 

The @ sign 

emersonsgreenprimary.co.uk 

 

Therefore, if Bob Smith is in Year 4 (who started school in 2016) his login would be: 

 

16SmithB@emersonsgreenprimary.co.uk 

 

Please be aware that if you are already logged onto that device with a google account, you will need 

to select ‘add account’ to enter your child’s account, instead of using your account. 

 

The first time you log in, you have to accept the terms and conditions before you are able to see the 

class page. 



Google Classroom, continued… 

 

To find the login, what year did my child start school? 

Reception = 2020 (20) 

Year 1 = 2019 (19) 

Year 2 = 2018 (18) 

Year 3 = 2017 (17) 

Year 4 = 2016 (16) 

Year 5 = 2015 (15) 

Year 6 = 2014 (14) 

 

What does Google Classroom look like? 

Each class has a homepage, which has the following sections: 

Stream – this contains messages from the class teacher or other staff, key documents and remind-

ers of important events (e.g. home learning that is due).  The children can post messages to the 

stream, including uploading home learning in the form of files or photos. 

Classwork – this contains files and folders set up by the class teacher and other staff.  It can in-

clude home learning, assignments, quizzes, questions and other posts. 

People – this shows the people who are linked to that class, including staff and pupils. 

What can my child do now on Google Classroom? 

From next week, teachers will start to post home learning a range of activities on their Google Class-

room pages for children to look at.  We suggest you regularly look at the page with your child to see 

if there is any home learning there. 

How does my child share learning on Google Classroom? 

If the teacher has created an assignment, quiz, question etc then children simply need to complete 

that activity online.  If this is not possible, or if the class teacher has asked for something else (e.g. a 

picture) then children can take a photo of what they have done and upload it on the class stream.  

This is done in the following way: 

Click on the Stream 

Click on ’share something with your class’ 

Type a message 

If you want to add a picture etc, click on ‘Add’ (which has a paperclip next to it) and you can 

browse your device for the correct file or photo 

Please contact the school office if you have any problems logging on or any questions related to 

Google Classroom 



CONTACT INFORMATION & ARBOR 

It is very important that we keep our student and guardian contact information 

up to date. In the past we have sent out paper forms to facilitate this process 

however this year we are using the Parent Portal App of the Arbor system.  

If you have not already, please download the app (for free) and sign in using 

the email address we use for school communications.  When you login, you 

will be asked to verify your child’s date of birth as part of the security process to access your data. 

 

Guardian Information 

Every parent should be able to login and update their own contact information which should include the fol-

lowing: 

Name, email, postal address, relationship to student, mobile telephone, home telephone, work telephone, 

primary guardian (parental responsibility), legal guardian and if they are authorised to collect student. 

 

As a GDPR security feature, it is not possible for parents to access contact information for anyone other than 

themselves. Parents can input information for guardians who are emergency contacts (such as grandparents 

or other family members), however once added the information is no longer accessible other than to see the 

guardian’s name. When adding a new guardian, please input as much information as possible. 

 

Guardians without parental responsibility, will not have access to the contact information to update for them-

selves. We would be grateful therefore, if parents would check the guardians appended to your child’s record 

and email in the correct information for us to data capture on your behalf. Please let us know if they have au-

thorisation to collect your child from school in your absence. 

 

Medical Information 

The information we are asking you to verify includes: 

Medical Information—medical practice, medical conditions, dietary requirements, sight test and hearing test. 

If your child needs to receive medicine in school, please do ask the office for a Red Medical form as before. 

 

Consent 

We ask parents to tick boxes on Arbor to give consent for photography or confirm they have read policies. All 

this information is now on Arbor, please do check and tick the relevant boxes. 

GOING HOME ARRANGEMENTS 

For safeguarding reasons, we cannot release your child to any adult or older sibling unless we have been 

informed first. Please do excuse us if we contact you to check these arrangements. 

 

As part of the Arbor system we are able to keep electronic notes to know the going home arrangements for 

the children. For example, if a parent is running late they may give authorisation for a classmates mum to 

collect. For our younger children we may note which days they go to MOOSC or for our older children, we 

note if they are allowed to walk home alone on certain days. 

 

If you have notified the teacher this term of any arrangements, they will have passed these to the office. For 

guardians on Arbor please check the “authorised to collect” box. For any one else, please do email the office 

and we can update the system and notify class teacher. Please do not assume any arrangements that have 

previously been in place have been passed on from last year.  



School Meals 

Our kitchen staff are keen to offer hot food in the very near 

future. To enable us to test our lunchtime system we are 

planning to trial a school favourite of Fish and Chips on 

Thursday 1st October.  It will also be the first chance for our  

Reception children to try a hot school dinner. To help us fully test our processes 

we would appreciate it if as many children as possible book a hot meal on this 

date. 

As always, all meals should be booked in advance on 

ParentPay to avoid accruing debt. Meals can be booked upto 

3 weeks in advance and on the day before 8.30am. Please do 

remember to pre-book meals however it is possible to book in 

the classroom on the day as a last resort. 

Inset Days 2020/2021 

TERM 3 

Monday 4th January 2021 

TERM 5 

Friday 28th May 2021 

TERM 6 

Friday 10th July 2021 

Diary Dates 

Dates below are subject to 

change 

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 20-21 

Week 4 

Monday 21
st
 September—

Second hand uniform sale 

Friday 25
th
 September—

Second hand uniform sale 

Week 5 

Wednesday 30
th
 Septem-

ber—Year 5 Camp meeting 

(details to follow) 

Thursday 1
st
 October—Fish 

& Chip Day  

Friday 2
nd

 October—

Christmas Card Artwork 

home 

Week 6 

Monday 5
th
 October—

Reception -First full day of 

school  

Week 7 

Wednesday 14
th
 October- 

Year 6 Camp meeting 

(details to follow) 

Friday 16
th
 October—

Christmas Card Artwork to 

school 

Week 8 

Tuesday 20
th
 October—Flu 

Vaccinations 

Friday 23
rd

 October—Last 

Day of term 

PE DAYS 

 

Children will not be getting changed for PE and should now wear PE kit for the 

whole day on which they have PE.PE kit requirements are: 

 Green t-shirt (ideally with school logo) 

 Green hoodie (ideally with school logo) 

 Dark jogging bottoms or leggings (black or dark grey) 

 Dark shorts if weather allows (black or dark grey) 

 Trainers (any colour)  

 

Team Emersons hoodies for PE days and all other 

school uniform is available from Initially Yours  

http://www.initiallyyours.co.uk/schools/emersons_green_primary_school/

uniform_and_sports_kit.htm 

 

PE days for each class bubble are: 

Reception: Wednesday only at this time (once children are in full time) 

Year 1: Wednesday & Friday 

Year 2: Tuesday & Friday 

Year 3: Tuesday & alternating Mondays/Thursdays (this will start on Monday 7th 

Sep) 

Year 4: Tuesday and Friday 

Year 5: Wednesdays & alternating Thursdays/Mondays (this will start on Thurs-

day 10
th
 Sep) 

Year6: Tuesday and Thursday 

Contacting School 

To contact school regarding pupil absence, please 

phone the office on 01454 867474 or 01454 867475 as 

soon after 8.30am on the day. Please contact the school 

via email on admin@egps.org.uk at anytime.  

Please do not use the in-app message service on Arbor as these messages are 

checked sporadically through the day and may be missed if time sensitive. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=school+meal+image&view=detailv2&qpvt=school+meal+image&id=33014A1CDCE739143AB6963429C0BFBDCF75E73C&selectedIndex=3&ccid=YCWXBuML&simid=608009018668484822&thid=OIP.M60259706e30be5181fddff1f9147df12o0


PTFA 

Hello from your PTFA.  It’s been a long time since we have shared our news but we have been working away 

in the background both spending and raising money!   

Thanks to all the fantastic support we receive at our events we have been able to support the school to buy 

new phonics books and some new texts for the library.  These books will make a huge difference to all the 

children as they progress through their reading journey – so Thank You.  

 

Secondly a huge thanks to a couple of parents for helping to create 

some new resources for the outside EYFS area.  Thanks to a dona-

tion of pallets from Rachel Cole, Neil Jameson was able to create this 

fantastic mud kitchen for the new Reception class to use.  It looks ab-

solutely fantastic and is an amazing resource. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

Christmas…. 

We do know it’s September, honestly, but we are already thinking about how we can continue 

some of our Christmas celebrations during these unusual times.  We have been able to safely arrange 

Christmas Cards.  As in previous years your child will make a Christmas card in school and bring it home on 

Friday 2nd October, attached to a form.  The form will include all the details you need to place an order.  Once 

you have ordered you must return your child’s artwork on the sheet to school by Friday 16th October so we 

can process it and send it for printing.  Cards should be delivered to school by 1st December. 

 

We will also be creating a school tea towel this year.  This tea towel will include a picture of all the children in 

school and be available to purchase for £5 each.  Details to follow.   

 
We are unable to hold large meetings at the moment but we are always encouraging of new members, ideas 
or support so please get in touch via ptfa@egps.org.uk  

Flu Letters 

Letters were sent home with children this 

week regarding Flu vaccinations. The vac-

cinations will take place on Tuesday October 

20th.  We require 100% of these forms to be 

returned to school, before 25th September.  

Information relating to these vaccinations is 

attached. 

Second Hand Uniform Sale 

We have a large amount of school uniform that has been do-

nated to school. This will be sold at two sessions  as follows: 

Monday 21st September  - sizes 3/4 up to 7/8 

Friday 25th September—sizes 8/9 and up. 

This clothing has already been quarantined for a few days in 

readiness for the sale. Please hold any further donations of 

uniform at home until we announce a future second hand 

sale. 

Y5 and Y6 Camps 

At this time we are investigating ways to proceed with the year 5 and year 6 camps.  To this end we hope to 

host a virtual meeting for each year group to discuss camp.  Information about how to sign in remotely will be 

supplied by your class teacher nearer the date. Please save the following dates: 

Year 5—Wednesday 30th September 

Year 6—Wednesday  14th October 

mailto:ptfa@egps.org.uk



