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A Warm Welcome to our Whole School Community 

We know it is possibly a little early to say this, but we have had a smooth start to the year.  It has been wonderful to  

welcome all children back into school.  I absolutely loved being on the gate today and yesterday, saying good morning 

to you and your children.  Many thanks to all adults who dropped children off - you were on time, flexible, cheerful and 

you made our day brighter as a result.  Lunchtime, which is now very complex, went really well.  I would like to thank all 

staff, who were outstanding in making this work for everyone on these few days.  I also believe a huge amount of credit 

must go to our children, who are working really hard to learn and follow the new expectations.  Well done, Team  

Emersons! 

 

Our entry and exit systems worked well on the first day and everyone was in their class, ready to learn, in good time.  

Teaching staff then met after school to discuss what had gone well and what needed improvement.  We have already 

made some small, but important, changes for the second day.  Parents with Year 1 pupils can walk along the path next 

to Reception straight into the Year 1 outdoor learning area.  All other families walk over the bridge and then Year 2   

parents can take their children into the Year 2 classroom.  Our caretaker is building a temporary path today,  so that  

parents with children in Years 3-6 can safely walk across a small section of the field.  This will really help to avoid this 

spot becoming a bottleneck—do let us know if there is any other feedback you need to tell us in order to make sure 

these systems work safely. 

 

You can  help us by making sure your child is arriving at the correct time—not too early or late.  At the moment we have 

staff on every door and we will endeavour to continue this for the near future.  However, bear in mind that this may not 

always be possible, for reasons such as staff absence.  Myself and Mrs Young will be outside monitoring this, so we can 

assist at those times.  Please also remember that you should be socially distancing from other families and not  

congregating in groups—for example, by the school gates. 

 

Communication 

Please remember that it is not always possible now to give messages as you drop off and we are not using Home-

School diaries.  Please avoid the office as  much as you can, although you can drop in if it is essential.  Emails and 

phone calls are the preferred method of communication.  We have had real problems with our Arbor App email system, 

but that now seems to be resolved.  We have now been told that emails will not be sent to your junk folder—do let us 

know if this happens, though. 

 

ParentPay 

We do not currently have traditional hot school meals, but the school “packed lunch” menu includes some cooked food, 

such as pizza and sausage rolls.  Do choose this option if you would like to.  As previously, all meals—even if your 

child brings in their own lunch—must be booked on ParentPay, so we know what meal children are having. 

 

School Absence and Attendance 

On the first day  we only had 5 pupils absent—all for authorised reasons.  That is fantastic.  Please ensure all absences 

are reported to the school office, particularly if your child has Covid symptoms or a confirmed case of Covid. 

 

We  are really looking forward to our first full week in school, next week  Have a lovely weekend! 

 

Karl Hemmings 

Headteacher 


