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The Inspiring Community of Emersons Green Primary School 

It has been a unique year.  Never before have we all experienced an event that has unified everyone in the 

world in  this way.  This has been a tricky time for everyone as have all had to find new ways of living, new 

ways of working and the best ways to keep everyone  safe.  However, in the midst of times when, some-

times, life has seemed dark or worrying, there have been moments of light.  I have been truly inspired by the 

positivity and citizenship I have experienced from our school community.  Children, families and staff have 

worked so hard together to support each other and to keep our community moving.  No matter how difficult I 

may have sometimes found it over the last few months,  being Headteacher of Emersons Green never fails to 

fill me with joy and pride.  Thank you to all of you who have been so thoughtful in asking after staff wellbeing.  

Thank you to all of you who have supported each other.  Thank you to all of you for your energy enthusiasm, 

positivity, public spirit and commitment to our community.  It has been a privilege to be your Headteacher 

throughout this time. 

 

Celebrating our Year 6 Leavers 

Our wonderful Year 6 pupils will be leaving us today.  We are so proud of everything they have achieved with 

us.  They have been a special group of children.  They are the final double class at Emersons Green Primary 

School, as  we return to one-form entry next year.  However, most importantly, this group of young people 

have proven themselves time and again to be full of enthusiasm and some of the most inclusive children we 

have ever had attend our school.  Rather than look backwards and regret the things they missed this term, 

we will remember them for all the amazing things they have done and the difference they have made to our 

lives.  We know they will go on to secondary school and do well on the next stage of their educational jour-

ney.  We wish them  well with this and remind them that, even though they are leaving us, they will always 

carry a little of bit of Emersons Green inside them. 

 

Guidance for School Safety in September 

We have completed our Risk Assessment for September reopening and it has been checked by our Health 

and Safety provider, as well as shared with Governors.  We will be producing a guide for all parents so that 

you know how the school will operate in September to keep everyone safe.  If we cannot get this out 

to you by the end of this week, we will email it out to all of you in the summer holidays and put it on our web-

site.  Please see the letter attached to this newsletter for some essential key information that will help you  to 

plan for September. 

 

Have a Wonderful Summer 

I hope you all have a wonderful summer.  I hope you and your families have time to relax and spend time 

with each other.  We are really excited about our return to school in September and we will be planning some 

exciting changes to our curriculum to make sure children have an inspiring return to school—have a look in 

this newsletter for an outline of what we are planning. 

 

Take care and have a lovely summer! 

Karl Hemmings 

Headteacher 



WHOLE SCHOOL RECOVERY CURRICULUM 

South Gloucestershire Local Authority have been working over the last few months on a ‘recovery curricu-

lum’ approach,  I know this has been a common theme for schools and Local Authorities across the country 

as we all plan for the return of pupils following school closure and partial reopening. 

 

The thinking behind a recovery curriculum is that the curriculum will need to be adapted to best meet the 

needs of all the children in school.  Never before have schools had to plan for the return of so many pupils 

who have had such widely differing experiences in their lives.  Each individual child has had a totally different 

experience since schools closed in March.  The way that we work in September will need to accommodate 

this.  We are mindful that this needs to be done in a balanced and sensitive way.  We do not intend to dwell 

unnecessarily on whether the pandemic and school closure has been upsetting for children.  This sort of ap-

proach can sometimes cause children to become unnecessarily upset.  However, what we will do is ensure 

we provide as much time and support as we are able for those children who need it and build reflection time 

into the curriculum. 

 

I have been using the expression ‘pace and space’ with class teachers.  Over the last few years, schools 

have become really good at delivering learning at a high pace, with very little space in the curriculum.  When 

we return in September our teaching staff will be moderating the pace of learning—matching it to the needs 

of the children.  We will also be planning in ‘space’ in the timetable so that children have time to reflect and 

re-engage with school if they need time to do so. 

 

Parents and carers will play a key role in this. Please let us know next year if you need to talk to your child’s 

teacher to let us know if you or your child need any extra support.  We look forward to working with you to 

support your child and ensure they have a smooth, nurturing return to school. 

Our Recovery Curriculum approach will be based on the following 7 principles: 

 

ROUTINES—for children to re-familiarise themselves with the school timetable and daily expecta-
tions 
RELATIONSHIPS—for children to rebuild relationships with school staff and their friends. 
RE-CONNECT—for children to be re-connected to the whole school community through the use of 
shared projects, displays and classroom activities. 
RETRIEVE—for teachers to support children to recall what  they have previously learned and build 
on this with new learning. 
RE-MAP—for teachers to identify gaps in children’s learning and address this meaningfully for each 
individual.  
RETEACH—for teachers to ensure previous learning and missed learning is covered, as needed, 
ensuring children are secure before moving on to new learning. 
REGULATE—to allow children to settle back into school at their own pace, building confidence.  
Support will be provided to children where needed. 
REVIEW—the school community will be given the chance to review how this process is going and 
plan for what else needs to be done for the children, to ensure they can re-engage with their life in 
school. 
 
The principles will be used to underpin the timetable, teaching and interventions we put in place in 
September.  They will also guide us in considering all actions we take to ensure pupils have a 
smooth return to school. 
 



WHOLE SCHOOL LITERACY FOCUS 

When we return to school in September, we are aware that we will not be able to come together as a whole 

school—assemblies will not be permitted under our safety guidelines and children will not be able to interact 

with children in other classes.  This is on top of the fact many children will not have been together in school 

for up to 6 months.  We wanted to provide a fun and thought-provoking project for all children to share in the 

first weeks of September.  For that reason, each class in the school will have the same class text for the first 

couple of weeks back in school.  The book is Here We Are: Notes for Living on Planet Earth  by Oliver Jef-

fers.  We will be using a scheme of work produced by The Centre for Literacy in Primary Education and this 

is summarised below for your information.  We are really excited to be using this inspiring text to unify the 

children in our school. 



Library Books 

Do you have any school library books at home? If so, please 

do drop them into the school foyer. We can then arrange for 

them to be quarantined before returning them to the school 

library. Many thanks 

School Meal for September  

As of September, school meals for those children in KS2 will 

remain at £2.30.  Reception and Year 1 will be eating lunch in 

the hall and all other classes will eat in the classrooms for now.  

In order to ensure we can manage our new approach to lunch-

es, we will only be offering packed lunches in September (with option of sausage 

roll on  Friday).  As this new lunchtime routine gets established, we will consider 

moving to hot meals at some point.  As always, all meals should be booked in 

advance on ParentPay to avoid accruing debt. 

INITIALLY YOURS 

Due to Covid-19 our uniform  supplier, Initially Yours 

encourage all parents to order and pay for their uniform online as the store is set 

up for collection only. As you can imagine, the summer can be their busiest time 

of year so please order early to avoid disappointment. 

CSET Sports Challenges 

Thank you to all the children that have joined in the CSET  

challenges  and festivals over the last couple of terms. The  

response CSET had from children, parents and teachers has 

been fantastic—the X country challenge alone had over 700 

entries.  

 

It was great to see so many children keeping active  -  

participating in Daily/weekly personal challenges, orienteering, tennis, quadkids 

athletics, dance MaD Olympiad and CSET games at home.  CSET couldn’t end 

term 6 without coming up with a Summer Challenge—the Marathon! Please find 

attached to this newsletter a how to guide plus bronze, silver and gold certificates 

for you to print and keep. CSET will be monitoring their competition email ac-

count csetprimarycompetition@cset.co.uk on a weekly basis and will send out 

certificates to children throughout the summer. 

 

Also attached is the CSET Real PE Challenge and the Big Butterfly Hunt 2020 for 

you to join in. 

Inset Days 2020/2021 

TERM 1 

Tuesday 1st September 

2020 

Wednesday 2nd Septem-

ber 2020 

TERM 3 

Monday 4th January 2021 

TERM 5 

Friday 28th May 2021 

TERM 6 

Diary Dates 

Dates below are subject to 

change 

 

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 20-21 

Week 1 

Tuesday 1
st
 September—

First day of term 1 

Tuesday 1
st
 September—

INSET DAY 

Wednesday 2
nd

 Septem-

ber—INSET DAY 

Thursday 3
rd

 September—

Reception meet the teacher  

Friday 4
th
 September—

Reception meet the teacher 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=school+meal+image&view=detailv2&qpvt=school+meal+image&id=33014A1CDCE739143AB6963429C0BFBDCF75E73C&selectedIndex=3&ccid=YCWXBuML&simid=608009018668484822&thid=OIP.M60259706e30be5181fddff1f9147df12o0


Some memories of 2019-2020 




