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School Re-opening in September 

The government yesterday released guidance for schools on how they can  

reopen in September.  We are really pleased this has come now, with good 

time to plan,  and that all children are expected to now be able to return to 

school.  If you have not seen that guidance, the link is here: 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-

coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools  

 

South Gloucestershire LA has also released additional guidance today, to help 

us plan for this.  We have already started to  create our plan and rewrite our risk 

assessment to ensure this can be done safely.  Those of you who have been  

into school will know we already have an effective system of staggered drop off/

pick up and a one-way system that works well.  We believe we can easily adapt 

our existing systems and all children will be able to return in September unless 

there are individual medical reasons why they cannot  Of course, if there is a 

sudden rise of coronavirus cases nationally or in South Gloucestershire, this will 

affect our ability to do this, but we have our fingers crossed this won’t happen. 

 

The government’s model is based on children being in class bubbles of 30, 

which works really well in our school.  Social distancing does not apply in the 

same way, although this will still be encouraged for staff and students.  When 

we return, class bubbles will not be able to interact, for example at lunchtime or 

break times.  There will be no assemblies or performances in the hall.   

However, in all ways that are important for your child, they will be able to be 

taught in their class by their teacher and supported by the other adults who 

work in that class. 

 

We will share our new  system with you before September.  If you do have any 

individual concerns, for example medical or health reasons, then contact us so 

we can factor that in to our plan if needed. 

 

We are really thrilled we will be able to  welcome children back into school in 

September.  We have really missed  working as a school and we know this  has 

been a stressful  time for everyone in some way—children, parents and staff.  

This is great news for the country as a whole and for our school community, in 

particular. 

 

Take care and have a lovely weekend 

Karl Hemmings 

Headteacher 

Diary Dates 

Dates below are subject to 

change 

 

Week 6 

Monday 6
th
 July— 

Storytime Group A 

Tuesday 7
th
 July— 

Storytime Group B 

Wednesday 8
th
 July—

Storytime Group C 

Thursday 9
th
 July—

Storytime Group D 

 

Week 7 

w/c Monday 13
th
 July 

 

Week 8 

Monday 20
th
 July—INSET 

DAY 

 

ACADEMIC YEAR 20-21 

Week 1 

Tuesday 1
st
 September—

First day of term 1 

Tuesday 1
st
 September—

INSET DAY 

Wednesday 2
nd

 Septem-

ber—INSET DAY 

Thursday 3
rd

 September—

Reception meet the teacher  

Friday 4
th
 September—

Reception meet the teacher 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools


Years 2-5 Meet the Teacher Sessions 

It  was wonderful this week to  welcome back pupils in Years 2-5 to see their teacher and for them to meet 

their new teacher.  I really enjoyed welcoming the children back in and talking to so many parents, who I 

have not seen properly for quite a while.  We are really pleased we were able to offer this session to you and 

your child.  Hopefully they had a good time. 

 

If, for some reason, you were unable to attend (you missed the session or your child is required to shield, for 

example) let us know as we can arrange for your child to meet their new teacher in some way over the next 

few weeks.  We have already done this for some children and will be checking everyone gets this opportunity 

over the next few weeks. 

 

Reception and Year 1 transition 

As most of these pupils are in school we have arranged for them to meet the teacher they will be having next 

year, either this week or next week.  We  are also contacting those pupils who have been unable to come in, 

so they can meet their  new teacher..  If your Reception or Year 1 child is not in school at the moment as 

they are required to shield,  please contact us so this can be arranged. 

 

New Reception Meet the Teacher 

Next year’s Reception pupils have been invited in next week to meet Mrs Leech, their class teacher,   for a 

story-time session.   It will be lovely to be able to have these children in school  and begin to welcome them 

into our community. 

Google Classroom 

Setting up a learning platform for us to use has been a long-winded and frustrating process.  I have just been 

informed that this system has been put in place, although this only  gives us two weeks to set it up and start 

using it.  However, having this means that, should there be any further closures next year or classes that 

have  to self-isolate, we have a system where teachers can more effectively share learning and provide feed-

back to  children through remote learning.  I apologise this has taken so long to arrive, but we have been try-

ing to do it for a significant amount of time and the current  crisis has directly impacted on this being done 

more quickly.   The government guidance for September requires all schools to have a remote learning  

system in place and Google Classroom has been recommended by the Department for Education. 

Year 6 Transition Activities 

Next week we are  really excited to be inviting our Year 6 children back into school to carry out transition  

activities and to celebrate the time they have spent with us.  We were really pleased to be able to arrange 

this, as with the current system of class bubbles— with adults not permitted to cross these bubbles— there 

was a high level of organisation involved.  Many thanks to those staff who have made this possible.  

 

We have ordered  Leavers Polo-shirts for those Year 6 pupils who wanted them.   These  are due to arrive in 

the last week.  We are planning to invite Year 6 pupils into school individually on the last week to sign all the 

shirts, so that all children will be able to have fully-signed shirts.  Many thanks to Gemma Tse, parent in Year 

6, who suggested this excellent idea.  We will let you know how this will work, so your child can do this. 



Domestic violence and abuse  

A message from the Local Authority: 

We are urging those supporting others in the community to spot signs of domestic violence and abuse. Tack-

ling     domestic abuse is an issue that we, as a council, take extremely seriously and are all too aware that 

vulnerable people may be affected due to the impact of the coronavirus response. If you either see or hear 

anyone showing any signs of domestic abuse – either physical or behavioural - at this worrying time, this 

could include bruises, regular shouting, arguments or signs of controlling behaviour, please do report it. 

There are various agencies you can report this to, please familiarise yourself with our guidance available 

here:  

www.southglos.gov.uk/domesticabuse.  

But please remember, if you think anyone is in immediate risk of harm, you should contact the police  

urgently, calling 999.  

Safeguarding and Support 

One of our key responsibilities as a school is keeping children safe.  This includes teaching them to learn to 

be aware of dangers and developing strategies to deal with these.  It also includes staff having lots of contact 

with children and being available should children ever want to tell them something they are worried about.  

Now that schools are closed we are obviously unable to carry out this vital part of our role.  If there is a child 

or family you are concerned about, even a child who does not go to our school, please let us know.  Also, 

please contact us if you would like any help or advice for your family.   School may be closed, but there is 

always a member of staff on duty in the office and we check emails daily.   

Online safety 

Online safety is even more important now that so many young people are stuck at home for most of the day.  

It is essential that you familiarise yourself with all software, games, apps and platforms that your child is uus-

ing and checking they are using them safely.  If you are worried about online safety in regard to your own 

child or another child, please let us know.  The NSPCC has some excellent guidance for parents: 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/  

Inset Days 2019/2020 

Monday 20th July 

Inset Days 2020/2021 

Tuesday 1st September 2020 

Wednesday 2nd September 2020 

Monday 4th January 2021 

Friday 28th May 2021 

Friday 10th July 2021 

School Meal for September  

As of September, school meals for those children in 

KS2 will remain at £2.30.  There are a number of  

contingency plans in the pipeline for the menu in  

reception—the hope is that the autumn/winter menu will return with hot 

food provided on school site. We will let you know as soon as the menu 

has been finalised.  As always, all meals should be booked in advance 

on ParentPay to avoid accruing debt. 

LOST PROPERTY & FORGOTTEN PE KITS 

Any lost property and all PE kits are in the foyer of the 

school for you to collect at your convenience. Any 

items left at the end of term will be disposed of for san-

itary reasons.  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=school+meal+image&view=detailv2&qpvt=school+meal+image&id=33014A1CDCE739143AB6963429C0BFBDCF75E73C&selectedIndex=3&ccid=YCWXBuML&simid=608009018668484822&thid=OIP.M60259706e30be5181fddff1f9147df12o0


A Message from Sporting Chance: 

 
Sporting Chance are hosting a ‘Summer of 
Sport’ over the 6 weeks of summer holidays 
at Mangotsfield Primary School. We would like 
to welcome your school community and in  
particular key worker families to access this  
fantastic opportunity for all children between 5 and 12 years of age. We have excellent multi-day (3 day+) 
discounts from as little as £15.00 per day. In addition to this we are recognising all key worker families 
with an additional 10% discount! (From £13.50 per day!) 
 
Places for this summer have been filling up quickly so please encourage families to enquire/book sooner  
rather than later to avoid disappointment. Full details of the daily schedules, our policies, procedures, and 
COVID-19 special measures can be found at https://www.sportingchance-csp.co.uk/holiday-sports-camps 

https://www.sportingchance-csp.co.uk/holiday-sports-camps

