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Pupil Numbers 

Pupil numbers have continued to rise in all class bubbles.  We are really 

pleased we have so far been able to accommodate everyone who needs a 

space.  However, we  are definitely reaching capacity limits in some classes.  It 

is essential that if you are a key worker and likely to need a space in the next 

few weeks, please let us know as soon as you can so we can ensure we have 

space.  We also need parents to stick to the days they have requested until we 

can confirm there are spaces on additional days. 

 

Testing our Risk Assessment 

This week we were able to test out a key part of our risk assessment.  We had 

someone in Year 5 demonstrate what may have been coronavirus symptoms.  I 

thought it would be worth letting you know how this situation played  out and the 

implications for our approach to this in the future.  We were informed the indi-

vidual was ill, although without coronavirus symptoms at that point.  We moni-

tored their symptoms throughout that day and, when they exhibited what may 

have been coronavirus symptoms, we told them to go and get a test.  We then 

informed all Year 5 parents and staff that the members of that bubble would 

have to temporarily stay at home until the test result came back. 

 

The test result came back negative within 24 hours, which was great news.  We 

contacted all parents and staff in Year 5 and told them they could return to 

school. 

 

I later spoke to The LA and Public Health England about this process.  I have 

now been informed that there is actually no need to keep a class bubble at 

home unless a test result comes back positive.  We are going to amend our risk 

assessment and adopt this approach in future.  However, we will still inform the 

parents and staff in that class bubble there has been a suspected case—

parents may then choose to keep their children at home  until the test result 

comes back.  We believe it is important to be as transparent as possible at this 

time and ensure you can make the best decision for your family. 

 

Pupil Absence and Illness 

With children now being taught in different groups our attendance and register 

systems are more complex than before.  It is also very important we are told if 

any absent pupil  is demonstrating any symptoms that could suggest they have 

coronavirus.  You must inform the school office if your child is not going to  be 

in and you need to let us know what symptoms they have if they are ill. 

 
 

Take care and have a lovely weekend 

Karl Hemmings 

Headteacher 

Diary Dates 

Dates below are subject to 

change 

 

Week 4 

Tuesday 23
rd

 June—New 

Reception Parents meeting 

6.30pm 

Week 5 

Monday 29
th
 June— 

Year 2 Group A visit 

Year 4 Group A visit 

Tuesday 30
th
 June— 

Year 2 Group B visit 

Year 4 Group B visit 

Wednesday 1
st
 July— 

Year 3 Group A visit 

Year 5 Group A visit 

Thursday 2
nd

 July— 

Year 3 Group B visit 

Year 5 Group B visit 

Friday 3
rd

 July—INSET DAY 

CANCELLED 

Week 6 

Monday 6
th
 July— 

Storytime Group A 

Tuesday 7
th
 July— 

Storytime Group B 

Wednesday 8
th
 July—

Storytime Group C 

Thursday 9
th
 July—

Storytime Group D 

Week 7 

w/c Monday 13
th
 July 

Week  

Monday 20
th
 July—INSET 

DAY 



Years 2-5 Meet the Teacher Sessions 

As stated in last week’s newsletter, we have arranged sessions for pupils in Year 2-5 to come into school to 

spend a session with their class teacher and then meet the teacher they will be having next year. 

 

We are not able for pupils in these year groups to return to school during the school day or to use class-

rooms, to maintain our ‘class pod’ system.  We will be inviting children from these year groups in, 15 at a 

time, on the dates below.  These sessions will be held outside, so will be weather permitting, although we 

can easily use the canopy at the back of the school.  You will drop your child off at the Kitchen gate (near the 

bike sheds) and then pick them up from the same gate.  Please be advised that you will not be able to wait in 

the school grounds and you should avoid waiting in the street if possible, to ensure social distancing is main-

tained. 

 

We will be contacting you  separately to let you know how to book your child into a session using Arbor.  This 

opportunity is open to all Year 2-5 pupils, even if they have been coming into school already as children of 

key workers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception and Year 1 Transition sessions 

Most Reception and Year 1 children are now in.  We know some pupils are not able to come in for health  

reasons and we will coordinate with those families separately.  For the pupils who are in, we will arrange  

transition sessions for them during the school day, to meet their new teacher for next  academic year.  Those 

parents in Reception and Year 1 who have not yet sent children back to school, should consider whether 

they want to now do this to help with this process or should contact us to discuss how we can support them 

with this. 

 Group  A Group B 

Year 2 29
th
 June 30

th
 June 

Year 3 1
st
 July 2

nd
 July 

Year 4 29
th
 June 30

th
 June 

Year 5 1
st
 July 2

nd
 July 

ParentPay for Term 6 

Children in School: Please login to ParentPay and book your child’s lunches for the days your children are in 

school -  if they are having a school provided lunch or packed lunch from home.  

Our kitchen staff have now returned to school site and will be making the cold lunches for the remainder of 

the term. A menu is now available to select choice of sandwich along with vegetable sticks and fresh fruit 

along with dessert of the day.   

 

All Children: If you have a debt on the ParentPay system you will have received a text requesting for you to 

please clear your debt before the end of the school year.   

Notice for Children in School this term 

Please ensure that pupils do not wear the same indoor clothing on subsequent days.  You should be chang-

ing or washing their clothes each day.  If this means they occasionally are not able to wear school uniform, 

as it is being washed, that is acceptable.  

Please bring a raincoat every day as the weather has been very changeable this term. Please ensure your 

child is able to tie their own laces or provide shoes with alternate fasteners. 

Lunchboxes and Water bottles— please provide easy to open containers, the children need to be able to 

open and close these independently.  Many thanks. 



Domestic violence and abuse  
A message from the Local Authority: 

We are urging those supporting others in the community to spot signs of domestic violence and abuse. Tackling     do-

mestic abuse is an issue that we, as a council, take extremely seriously and are all too aware that vulnerable people 

may be affected due to the impact of the coronavirus response. If you either see or hear anyone showing any signs of 

domestic abuse – either physical or behavioural - at this worrying time, this could include bruises, regular shouting, ar-

guments or signs of controlling behaviour, please do report it. There are various agencies you can report this to, please 

familiarise yourself with our guidance available here:  

www.southglos.gov.uk/domesticabuse.  

But please remember, if you think anyone is in immediate risk of harm, you should contact the police urgently, calling 

999.  

Safeguarding and Support 

One of our key responsibilities as a school is keeping children safe.  This includes teaching them to learn to 

be aware of dangers and developing strategies to deal with these.  It also includes staff having lots of contact 

with children and being available should children ever want to tell them something they are worried about.  

Now that schools are closed we are obviously unable to carry out this vital part of our role.  If there is a child 

or family you are concerned about, even a child who does not go to our school, please let us know.  Also, 

please contact us if you would like any help or advice for your family.   School may be closed, but there is 

always a member of staff on duty in the office and we check emails daily.   

Online safety 

Online safety is even more important now that so many young people are stuck at home for most of the day.  

It is essential that you familiarise yourself with all software, games, apps and platforms that your child is uus-

ing and checking they are using them safely.  If you are worried about online safety in regard to your own 

child or another child, please let us know.  The NSPCC has some excellent guidance for parents: 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/  

Inset Days 2019/2020 

Monday 24th February 

Friday 3rd July-CANCELLED 

Monday 20th July 

New Reception Parents 

Letters have gone home to new reception parents to invite them to a Parents 

Meeting on 23rd June at 6.30pm. Please note this meeting is unsuitable for 

children to attend and to reduce numbers we ask that only one parent attend. 

Story Time for children—the new reception class has been divided into 4 

groups and invited to story time with the teacher. This will be held outside, 

weather permitting, in the reception playground. 

 

If you are a parent of a new reception child starting with us this September 

and have yet to receive any correspondence, please contact the school office. 

Request for Play Resource Donations 

We are in the process of improving our Reception provision and it would really help if you  have any of the 

following items, in good condition, that you could donate: 

 Buttons of all shapes and sizes 

 Small play people and animals (no dinosaurs, please).  We do not need playsets (e.g. buildings and 

transport) just the characters. 

Many thanks 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/


Welcome to Arbor 

This week the office staff have launched the Parent Portal section of our new 

management information system, Arbor.  Arbor is a tool for taking attendance, 

managing contact information for children, guardians and staff and will gradually 

replace our school comms/School Gateway application for all correspondence. 

The Parent Portal is a website or an application that can be downloaded that will 

enable you to view information stored for your child and update details where appropriate. For example if you 

change phone numbers, this update can be performed via the app without needing to change any paperwork 

in school. 

Future Parents evenings will be booked via the Arbor application and this tool has already been used to start 

booking visits for our new reception children in September. 

Arbor will not be used for any monetary exchange such as purchasing school lunches or trips, we will contin-

ue to use ParentPay for this purpose. 

As part of the launch of the system, emails have been sent using the addresses we have on file. These 

emails may have landed in your junk/spam folder. Please check for correspondence from this week and do 

contact the office if you are unable to login for any reason.  A leaflet prepared by Arbor is attached to this 

newsletter. 

TikTok 

Please see attached a letter from Mr Hemmings regarding the social network app TikTok 




