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We are here 

I have been contacted by a number of parents this week who have let me know 

that they and their children have been finding the current situation particularly 

difficult at this time.  For those of you feeling like this, I think it is worth reflecting 

that you are not alone and staff have certainly felt that, too.  The heat does not 

help—it has been dangerously hot this week.  We also know that endless 

weeks with no change in sight can be demoralising for some children and their 

parents.  Please remember that your mental health is really important to us.  

There are a number of children and parents whom we have spoken to  -  either 

on the phone or face to face outside the school—to provide support.  Some-

times people have asked for one-off support and at other times we have done 

this regularly.  Just ask if you  need this.  We anticipate that the opportunity for 

Years 2-6 to come into school in the coming weeks will help with this.  We know 

some of you are unable to do this, for example if you are shielding . We have 

already been in contact with most of you, if that is the case.  If you think this 

applies to you and we have not spoken to you, please get in touch. 

 

Many Thanks to Mr Gascoyne—teacher of Orange Class 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr Gascoyne, who is leaving us at 

the end of the school year.  Mr Gascoyne has been teaching Orange Class, in 

Year 1, this year..  We feel really lucky to have had Mr Gascoyne teaching and 

supporting children at our school.  I know many parents in Orange Class have 

told me how much he has brought leaning to life for their children and I know 

our Year 1  pupils have had lots of fun with Mr Gascoyne this year.  Mr  

Gascoyne is a very inclusive, supportive teacher who always ensures that the 

learning for pupils in his class is child-centred and fun.  He has wholeheartedly 

thrown himself into being a valuable member of our school community.  We 

would like to thank him for his commitment, passion for learning and  

enthusiasm.  We wish Mr Gascoyne every success for the future. 

 

Welcome to Miss Wood—Teacher of Orange Class next year 

We would like to welcome Miss Chloe Wood to our school, who will by teaching 

Orange Class next year, working in a job-share with Mrs Sandiford.  We  are 

really pleased to welcome Miss Wood to our teaching team.  She has already 

taught at our school as she carried out a student teacher placement in Year 6 

Crescents class earlier this year.  Miss Wood will be visiting our school this 

term to be introduced to our current Red Class, who she will be teaching. 

 
 

Take care and have a lovely weekend 

Karl Hemmings 

Headteacher 

Diary Dates 

Dates below are subject to 

change 

 

Week 5 

Monday 29
th
 June— 

Year 2 Group A visit 

Year 4 Group A visit 

Tuesday 30
th
 June— 

Year 2 Group B visit 

Year 4 Group B visit 

Wednesday 1
st
 July— 

Year 3 Group A visit 

Year 5 Group A visit 

Thursday 2
nd

 July— 

Year 3 Group B visit 

Year 5 Group B visit 

Friday 3
rd

 July—INSET DAY 

CANCELLED 

 

Week 6 

Monday 6
th
 July— 

Storytime Group A 

Tuesday 7
th
 July— 

Storytime Group B 

Wednesday 8
th
 July—

Storytime Group C 

Thursday 9
th
 July—

Storytime Group D 

 

Week 7 

w/c Monday 13
th
 July 

 

Week 8 

Monday 20
th
 July—INSET 

DAY 



Years 2-5 Meet the Teacher Sessions 

We have arranged sessions for pupils in Year 2-5 to come into school to spend a session with their class 

teacher and then meet the teacher they will be having next year.  Hopefully you have been able to book your 

child onto one of these sessions using our new Arbor parent portal.  Let us know if you have been unable to 

do that. 

 

These sessions will be held outside, so will be weather permitting, although we can easily use the canopy at 

the back of the school.  You will drop your child off at the Kitchen gate (near the bike sheds) and then pick 

them up from the playground gate.  Please be advised that you will not be able to wait in the school 

grounds and you should avoid waiting in the street if possible, to ensure social distancing is main-

tained.  Children do not need to wear school uniform.  We will scan their temperature on entry and 

anyone with a temperature will not be permitted to come in. 

 

Please arrive in time for the session to start at 4pm.  You will need to pick your child up one hour later at 

5pm. 

Please can all children bring a strong carrier bag (e.g. Bag for Life) as we will be giving them their drawer 

contents and school books to take home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception and Year 1 Transition sessions 

Most Reception and Year 1 children are now in.  We know some pupils are not able to come in for health  

reasons and we will coordinate with those families separately.  For the pupils who are in, we will arrange  

transition sessions for them during the school day, to meet their new teacher for next  academic year.  Those 

parents in Reception and Year 1 who have not yet sent children back to school, should consider whether 

they want to now do this to help with this process or should contact us to discuss how we can support them 

with this. 

 Group  A Group B 

Year 2 29
th
 June 30

th
 June 

Year 3 1
st
 July 2

nd
 July 

Year 4 29
th
 June 30

th
 June 

Year 5 1
st
 July 2

nd
 July 

A Big Clap for Year 6 Leavers 

One of my favourite traditions is that, on the last half hour of the last day of the final term, all pupils and staff 

line the corridor to clap out our Year 6 Leavers for a final time.  This is such an important, moving and sym-

bolic event that we still intend to do  this for our Year 6 pupils.  The plan is that we will do this in our outside 

spaces during the school day, asking our Reception, Year 1  and Key Worker Pods to stand in the field and 

playground.  Year 6 pupils will walk into the school through our one way system and be clapped out through 

the playground gate, where their parents will be waiting.  To avoid congestion on Guest Avenue we will prob-

ably have two sessions—one for Stars Class and one for Crescents Class.  In this way, we will be able to 

celebrate their time with us at the school. 

INSET day cancelled 

Please note that we originally had an INSET day planned for Friday 3rd July, but this has now been  

cancelled.  Under the circumstances, we are aware Key Worker pupils may still need care and children have 

already missed enough school that it seemed more reasonable to cancel that training day. 



Domestic violence and abuse  
A message from the Local Authority: 

We are urging those supporting others in the community to spot signs of domestic violence and abuse. Tackling     do-

mestic abuse is an issue that we, as a council, take extremely seriously and are all too aware that vulnerable people 

may be affected due to the impact of the coronavirus response. If you either see or hear anyone showing any signs of 

domestic abuse – either physical or behavioural - at this worrying time, this could include bruises, regular shouting, ar-

guments or signs of controlling behaviour, please do report it. There are various agencies you can report this to, please 

familiarise yourself with our guidance available here:  

www.southglos.gov.uk/domesticabuse.  

But please remember, if you think anyone is in immediate risk of harm, you should contact the police urgently, calling 

999.  

Safeguarding and Support 

One of our key responsibilities as a school is keeping children safe.  This includes teaching them to learn to 

be aware of dangers and developing strategies to deal with these.  It also includes staff having lots of contact 

with children and being available should children ever want to tell them something they are worried about.  

Now that schools are closed we are obviously unable to carry out this vital part of our role.  If there is a child 

or family you are concerned about, even a child who does not go to our school, please let us know.  Also, 

please contact us if you would like any help or advice for your family.   School may be closed, but there is 

always a member of staff on duty in the office and we check emails daily.   

Online safety 

Online safety is even more important now that so many young people are stuck at home for most of the day.  

It is essential that you familiarise yourself with all software, games, apps and platforms that your child is uus-

ing and checking they are using them safely.  If you are worried about online safety in regard to your own 

child or another child, please let us know.  The NSPCC has some excellent guidance for parents: 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/  

Inset Days 2019/2020 

Monday 24th February 

Friday 3rd July-CANCELLED 

Monday 20th July 

Request for Play Resource Donations 

We are in the process of improving our Reception provision and it would 

really help if you  have any of the following items, in good condition, that 

you could donate: 

 Buttons of all shapes and sizes 

 Small play people and animals (no dinosaurs, please).  We do not 

need playsets (e.g. buildings and transport) just the characters. 

 Many thanks 

Assembly—technical issues 

Many apologies to those of you  who  have been following my daily assemblies.  I have had issues with my 

mobile phone this week, which I have been using to record and upload assembly videos.  This means I have 

unfortunately missed a few assemblies.  I should be back on track next week. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/


Welcome to Arbor 

Recently the office staff have launched the Parent Portal section of our new  

management information system, Arbor.  Arbor is a tool for taking attendance, 

managing contact information for children, guardians and staff and will gradually 

replace our school comms/School Gateway application for all correspondence. 

The Parent Portal is a website or an application that can be downloaded that will enable you to view infor-

mation stored for your child and update details where appropriate. For example if you change phone num-

bers, this update can be performed via the app without needing to change any paperwork in school. 

Future Parents evenings will be booked via the Arbor application and this tool has already been used to start 

booking visits for our new reception children in September. 

Arbor will not be used for any monetary exchange such as purchasing school lunches or trips, we will contin-

ue to use ParentPay for this purpose. 

As part of the launch of the system, emails have been sent using the addresses we have on file. These 

emails may have landed in your junk/spam folder. Please check for correspondence from this week and do 

contact the office if you are unable to login for any reason.   

Hand Sanitiser Safety Alert 

A safety alert has been shared with school regarding hand sanitiser being the cause of fires when left in  

vehicles in the hot weather the UK is currently experiencing. The alcohol hand sanitiser is becoming heated 

resulting in flammable vapours being released.  These vapours are reaching their ‘flashpoint’ and then ignite 

in normal air conditions, setting fire to flammable components within the car.  If you have hand sanitiser at 

home please ensure it is not kept in direct sunlight or in small confined spaces. Please stay safe. 

Downend Voice—Snake that Grew & Grew 

We’re so proud of these girls for demonstrating their  

creativity and inspiring others to contribute to this wonderful 

piece of community art. Well done! 

 

A Message from the RNLI 
 
We have been asked by the RNLI and Avon Fire & Rescue Service to share some 
key safety advice for you and your children this summer. Each year, the RNLI 
helps thousands of people who end up getting into difficulty in or near water. RNLI 
Lifeguards can’t be on every beach, meaning a heightened water safety risk to 
beach goers. This is particularly important as the easing of the pandemic restrictions come into place this 
summer. As well as the number of Lifeguards, RNLI staff have not been able to engage with school  
communities as they normally would in recent months. Here are some great resources to share with your  
children at home:  
 
https://rnli.org/youth-education/water-safety-from-home 

https://rnli.org/youth-education/water-safety-from-home



