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Hello to everyone in my lovely Orange Class - children and parents! 

I thought I would write to say that I did some juggling with oranges 

yesterday, and smiled to myself as I thought of you all!  It feels very odd 

not to be in school and seeing you every day. How are you all finding it?   

It has been nice to spend lots of time with my own two children, who are 

now teenagers, but because we don’t usually spend this long (mostly) indoors 

together, we have had to find new ways to be and things to do.   

My daughter, Anya, who is nearly 19, and usually a bit stroppy, is working 

very hard at being patient and kind and helpful.  My son, Ben, who is 16, is 

usually quite quiet and self-contained.  But during this odd time, he is making 

us all laugh and inventing silly games for us all to play. 

I’ve sent you some new home learning to do next term, and some ideas for 

other ways to keep busy and interested (and hopefully to give your adults 

some time for their own ‘home learning’ if that’s what they’re having to do!) 

I’m working from home too, busy putting together home learning activities.  All 

the learning activities are versions of what we’d have been doing in school, 

so please try to do what you can from them. I’ve tried to make them interesting 

and fun, but don’t worry if sometimes you’d rather just cuddle up with a book 

and a grown-up.   

It does help you to feel better if you can get yourself into a routine.  I think 

of each different kind of activity as a different colour of the rainbow, and I 

try to make sure that by the end of the day I’ve done most of the colours! 

Home learning is just one of the colours! Whilst it is great to know that you’ll 

all be learning lots, remember to have some down time and relax: play in the 

garden if you have one, play a board game, watch a movie, draw or just 

talk to someone. Have some fun! 



As I’ve said, I’ve made a plan of learning activities you can do each week, 

just like our usual lessons. I know you can’t do everything we were going to 

do in school but I hope you have a go at what I’ve planned for you. It’s 

better than being bored or spending too long on the computer, right? 

 

English:  

Enjoy reading, practise your phonics on phonics play and find fun ways to 

help you get your letters the right way round every day.  Maybe you could 

make a colourful rainbow of tricky words, in joined up writing if you’re ready.   

I’ve thought of lots of activities to go with the books we’d have been reading 

each week: about Castles, Kings and Queens, Princes and Princesses, Knights 

and Dragons.  They’re often about remembering, making and telling the stories, 

but if you do write any sentences… make sure you use 5 star!  

 

Maths: 

Warm up with one of the on-line maths games I’ve found. Then have a look 

at the new White Rose home learning videos for our weekly maths topics.   

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-1/ 

There’s no need to print any worksheets; just watch the video a couple of 

times, then write any answers neatly in your home learning books (with the 

date please!) If you’re still not sure when you start, you can replay the video 

as you work out the answers and pause it whenever you need to – it’s not 

cheating, it’s good learning! 

 

Topic: 

Next term’s topic is Castles! I’ve tried to put one subject into each week: 

Week 1 is Geography. Castles near and far. 

Week 2 is Science. Castle construction and properties of materials 

Week 3 is Design Tech: Make a junk castle using ‘slot’ and other joins. 

Week 4 is Food Tech: Make a castle from cake, crackers or toast! Then eat it! 

Week 5 is History: Castle character ‘Top trumps’ - a picture and points to 100 

You’re welcome to ‘get creative’ and take this learning in other directions that 

interest you! Just try to some ‘school’ and some other kinds of fun each day. 

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-1/


I miss seeing you all every day, and joining in your excitement about the 

plants and caterpillars, and being amazed by your incredible learning.  

Hopefully some of you still have your plants in the garden or on the window-

sill. I have the caterpillars with me here.   

Yesterday, they attached themselves to the top of their pot and began weaving 

their silk cocoons around themselves.  Having to stay at home feels a bit like 

being in a cocoon, don’t you think?  But it’s there to keep them safe, and a 

necessary stage in their lives. 

Hopefully, just like our caterpillars, we will all soon emerge safe and well and 

with new-found strengths and skills.   

I’m really looking forward to seeing you all soon and to hearing about 

everything you’ve been doing at home. 

Lots of love, 

 

Mr Gascoyne  (aka Mr G, Mr G-enius, Mr Cheese) 

 

Ps I wondered if this version of our Class Rules might be helpful… 

1) Keep everyone safe. 

2) Help everyone to feel OK (including yourself!) 

3) Have fun and learn as much as you can!  x 


