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Hello again to you all, lovely Orange Class. 

If things were back to normal, we would all be back in class this week, and 

I would be asking you all if you’d enjoyed your Easter holidays!  If it feels 

the same for you as it does for me, it is a bit like being in class, but also 

being on holiday at the same time – quite confusing! 

I do hear little bits of good news that there are tiny signs of that ‘back to 

normal’ moment arriving in a little while.  But because all the staying home 

we are doing is beginning to work, we must all carry on doing that until we 

know we’ve kept everyone safe. 

I hope you and your grown-ups are looking after each other nicely, and that 

you children are doing kind and helpful things (to quote the favourite catch-

phrase of a deputy Head I used to work for) ‘without being asked’.  

I got myself a new phone shortly before we all had to stay in, so despite 

having always told my teenagers to spend less time on their devices, I find 

myself spending quite a lot of time on Facebook and WhatsApp and various 

APPs that I’ve been able to download for the first time in my life! 

I saw a nice post recently which said, “Don’t count the days, make the days 

count.”  So as well as looking at funny cats and other things that make me 

chuckle (which as we know, is very good for us), I’ve started to learn to do 

a few things I’ve never ever done before. The first thing was to start ‘Couch 

to 5K’, a program that helps you learn to run five kilometres.  I’m nervous 

this week as I’m just about to do the section where you have to run for a 

whole five minutes without a rest! 

I’ve also done my first ever video call; I can now play my favourite song 

“Sit Down” by James, on the guitar (not very well, but I’m practising), and 

I’m learning Brazilian Portuguese with my son on a program called Duolingo.  



We keep jumping out on each other and shouting things like “A borboleta 

cuzinha uma batata” which means “The butterfly cooks a potato”!  

Ooh, butterflies!!! I hope Mrs Grimshaw has had time to upload the video.  

The butterflies hatched from their chrysalides, and crawled up the sides of the 

netting container to unfold their wings.  After a few days feeding them sugary 

water, and melon and orange slices, it was time to let them go.  It was a 

beautiful sunny day, and we were lucky enough that they took a few moments 

to explore my garden before fluttering off. 

I loved filming them (on my new phone!) and got so close that you could see 

the butterfly’s proboscis (a favourite word of mine since I was in primary 

school, which means long, thin nose/mouth) as it drank from the flowers. 

That sounds like I haven’t done any work at all, doesn’t it! But really, it’s 

just how I’d like you to do things – for every bit of home learning you do, 

balance it with some exercise, some fun, some new skills, some relaxing, or 

some communication. Pick a challenge you want to be able to ‘show off about’! 

One last teachery reminder of those rules we came up with together… 

1) Keep everyone safe. 

2) Help everyone to feel OK (including yourself!) 

3) Have fun, and learn as much as you can!   

I’m really looking forward to seeing you all soon and to hearing about how 

you’ve enjoyed these days and made them count.  Remember to stretch your 

wings in lots of different ways… 

Lots of love, 

 

Mr Gascoyne  (aka Mr G, Mr G-enius, Mr Cheese)   x 

 


