


What do these scenes show?



Identify words that describe the 
movement of the fog.

Above the houses the sky turned from black to 
dingy brown as a thick fog crept over the city. The 
monstrous mud-brown cloud rose from the river. It 
slithered over the rooftops, curled around gas 
lamps and smothered their lights to ghostly orange 
globes. It crawled along the riverbank, swallowing 
the warehouses, workhouses and tumbledown tarry-
black houses that leaned over the dark water. 
Doors were bolted. Shutters slammed. Even the rats 
in the alleys froze in fright as the cloud came 
rolling in. The fog swallowed everything…
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What atmosphere is created by 
describing the fog in this way?



What is the literary term for giving 
human attributes to something like 

the weather?



What is the literary term for giving 
human attributes to something like the 

weather?



Mist

Wind

Rain

Lightning

Darkness

Cloudy

Use these pictures 
and the poem to 

create some 
examples of 

personification



Personification Examples
• The darkness crept over the moor, in and out of the 
houses, it’s fingers grasping everything it touched. 

• Lightning raced across the sky, sprinting faster than 
a shooting star, trying to triumph over the thunder. 

• Grey clouds sneaked silently across the purple-hued 
sky, growing steadily darker and darker until it was 
almost black. One lone eye blinked between the 
clouds, casting it’s gaze over the isolated hills.

• Tumbling raindrops swirled through the air, snaking 
their way through the tree tops towards the sodden 
ground before diving into the divots along the 
moonlit path. 



WALT: create atmosphere in a 
setting description.

Write a description of the setting in The 
Highwayman.

DESCRIBE
• Night
• Wind
• Moonlight
• Purple moor
• Storm
• Clouds
• Sky

INCLUDE
What you can see

• What you can hear
• Personification

REMEMBER TO CREATE 
ATMOSPHERE – WHAT 
WOULD IT FEEL LIKE 

TO BE THERE?



WALT: create atmosphere in a 
setting description.

MUST – use appropriate vocabulary and 
personification

SHOULD – use a range of sentence starters, 
sentence lengths and sentence structures

COULD – use a variety of cohesive devices to link 
your ideas; use other imagery to strengthen some 
images.

WON’T – use ‘The’ or ‘It’ as a sentence opener


