
The Anglo-Saxons

WALT: Understand key information 
about Anglo-Saxon times.







When?
Who can remember when the Romans left Britain?

In around 410AD, after 300 years 
here, the Romans returned to 
Rome.

Who did that leave here in Britain?

The Britons were left in what is 
today England and Wales.

The Picts and Scots lived in 
modern-day Scotland and kept 
trying to take over British land.

When did the Anglo-Saxons arrive?

They had been coming over since 
around 300AD to trade, but they 
began settling in around 450AD.



Who?

‘Anglo-Saxons’ is the name 
historians have given to the 

settlers of Britain from 450AD.

They are actually made up of 4 
distinct tribes, who arrived at 

around the same time.

The tribes were separately known 
as the Angles, Saxons, Jutes and 

Frisians.



Where did they come from?

Do you know what 
these places are called 
today and who lives 
there? 



The tribes came from the area that is today 
known as Denmark, Germany and the 
Netherlands. 

These fearsome warriors rowed across the
North Sea in wooden boats to England and 
forced the tribes in Britain to flee their 
homes.  (We will look at their settlements in 
another lesson.)

Within a few centuries, the land they had 
invaded was known as England, after the 
Angles. 

Where did they come from?



The Anglo-Saxons were warrior-
farmers. 

(We will think about possible reasons 
for them coming to Britain in another 
lesson.)

The Anglo-Saxons were tall, fair-
haired men, armed with swords and 
spears and round shields.

Their other skills consisted of 
hunting, farming, textile production 
and leather working.



Anglo-Saxon Timeline 
• 410 – The Romans left 

Britain, leaving it open to 
invasion from the Picts and 
Scots.

• 449 – The Britons hired Saxon 
brothers, Hengest and Horsa, 
to fight for them against the 
Picts and Scots – They 
decided to stay in Britain.

• 450 – The Angles, Saxon and 
Jutes began settling in the 
east of Britain – This caused 
the Brits to flee westwards.



• 511 - King Arthur, a British 
hero, died in battle, leaving 
Britain suffering terribly at 
the hands of the Anglo-
Saxons.

• 597 – The Pope sent St 
Augustine as a missionary 
from Rome to bring 
Christianity to Britain.

• 600s – The Anglo-Saxons 
spread across modern-day 
England, and divided the 
country into seven kingdoms.

• 780s – King Offa of Mercia 
had a 20metre-wide ditch 
built to separate England and 
Wales – This became known 
as Offa’s dyke.



• 793 – First major Viking raid, 
on a monastery in Lindisfarne, 
Northumberland.

• 871 – King Alfred (Alfred the 
Great) became King of Wessex.

• 886 – The ‘Danelaw’ 
agreement was made, 
meaning Vikings could live in 
and rule the east of England, 
while the Anglo-Saxons could 
live in and rule the south and 
west.



• 924 – Alfred’s son, Athelstan, became King and united Britain 
as a single Saxon country.

• 937 – The Welsh, Scots, Irish and Vikings ganged up to rebel 
and destroy Athelstan – Athelstan’s Saxon army won the battle 
of Brunanburh (Yorkshire).

• 939 – Athelstan died, leaving the way for a Viking army to take 
over the north.

• 978 – Ethelred the Unready became king after the murder of 
Saxon King Edward the Martyr.



• 991 – King Ethelred paid the Vikings 10,000 kilos of gold to go away 
– they kept coming back for more gold!

• 1013 – Ethelred was driven off the throne by the Vikings.

• 1016 – A Danish King called Canute/Cnut became King of all of 
England.  He died in 1035.

• 1066 – The last Saxon king, Harold, was defeated by William the 
Conqueror of Normandy at the Battle of Hastings – The end of the 
Anglo-Saxon era, and the beginning of the Norman age. 



WALT: Understand key information 
about Anglo-Saxon times.

• Building: Add events onto a timeline with key 
dates marked.

• Applying: Add events onto a timeline with 
centuries marked.

• Extending: Create own timeline to order 
dates.

• EXTENTION – Write sentences to explain who 
the Anglo-Saxons were and where they came 
from.  




