
YEAR 5 WRITING NON-NEGOTIABLES 
Sentence Structure Punctuation Grammar 

Main and Subordinate Clauses 
 

Main clauses make sense on their own; they are complete thoughts. 

 

Subordinate clauses do not make sense on their own; they need a 

main clause. 

Subordinate clauses often start with a subordinating conjunction. 

 

Order of clauses needs to vary within different sentences. 
 

I love pizza, although I rarely have it. 

  After I had eaten, I went to lie down. 

 

Expanded Noun Phrases 
 

A group of words that work together and contain a noun and 

carefully chosen adjectives. 
 

The lonely boy stumbled into the darkened, silent room. 

The freshly mown grass on the other side of the fence. 

 

Relative Clauses 

Special type of subordinate clause. 

Add extra information about a noun. 

Start with a relative pronoun (who, which, that, where, whose). 
 

My brother was born in the hospital where my dad works. 

The table, which is made of oak, is now black with age. 

 

Embedded Clauses 

Contains a subordinate clause within the main clause. 

Commas used to separate the clauses. 

 
Later in the week, when it is nice weather, we can go to the park. 

Quietly, so no-one would hear her, Sarah entered the house and tiptoed to 

her room. 

 

Commas , 
 

 After fronted adverbials - Slowly, 

Ben got out of bed. 
 

 After fronted subordinate clauses - 
After I had eaten, I went to lie down.  

 

 For parenthesis - The dog, which was 

fat, lay still.  
 

 To separate items in a list - I like 

chips, cake, pizza and curry. 

 To make meaning clear - I like 

cooking my family and my pets.       I like 

cooking, my family and my pets. 

 

–,(Parenthesis),– 
 

 Embedding extra information between a 

pair of marks. 

 Sentence must make sense without it. 
 

Jamie (my big brother) loves cricket. 

The wind was blowing – howling, even – so we went 

home. 

The dog, which was fat, lay still. 

 

Dashes –  
 

Mainly used in 2 different ways. 
 

Link 2 closely related main clauses Elephants are 

huge – they can weigh up to 10 tonnes. 

 

For parenthesis The wind was blowing – howling, 

even – so we went home. 

Cohesion 

These devices link the text together and make 

it flow. 
Conjunctions, adverbials, pronouns, determiners 

and prepositions are all cohesive devices. 

 

Modal Verbs 
 

Modal verbs change or affect other verbs in a 

sentence. They are used to show the level of 

possibility. 
will, would, should, could, may, can, shall, ought 

to, must, might 

It might rain tomorrow. 

"I shall go to the ball!" said Cinderella. 

We will have fish and chips for tea. 

 

Adverbs To Show Possibility 
 

Adverbs can also be used to show the level of 

possibility. 
certainly, definitely, possibly, perhaps, maybe, 

probably, rarely 

It will definitely rain tomorrow. 

"Perhaps I will go to the park," thought the girl. 

We rarely have fish and chips for tea. 

 

Consistent and Appropriate Tense 

Tense is the time the writing is set in. 
He lived in Sheffield. (simple past) 

He lives in Sheffield. (simple present) 

He was living in Sheffield. (past progressive) 

He is living in Sheffield. (present progressive) 

He has lived in Sheffield. (present perfect) 

 

Writing must be in an appropriate tense 

throughout.  Sometimes, the tense needs to 

change. 



 


