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13th March 2020 

 
Dear parent/carer, 
 

Coronavirus Update 

There has been much speculation in the community as to the possible impact of a more 
extensive outbreak of the Coronavirus here in the UK. We must all work together during this 
uncertain time.  It is important that we act on facts, not rumours, so here are the facts and 
implications from the information which we have received daily from Public Health England: 

1. Is the school closing soon? No. We have heard much speculation that the school will close on 
date X or Y. This is not true. Any decision to close schools will be taken by the Government 
and this is not currently planned.  

2. Is my child safe at school? Yes. Globally, the virus in children has been very mild (with some 
showing no symptoms at all). However, children do make perfect carriers, so training your 
child to wash their hands (20 seconds with soap and hot water) and cough into their 
elbow is important.  

3. What happens if there is a case in the school? It is almost certain that sooner or later there will 
be a case in school. Public Health England have told us that schools will stay open, even if a 
case is confirmed.  We are already arranging to put extra cleaning measures into place and 
ensuring everyone washes their hands throughout the school day. 

4. What happens if my child has symptoms? If your child has a fever or new continuous cough, call 
111 and you will be given advice on what to do. Don’t send your child into school for 7 days. 

5. Will school trips be cancelled? No. Going on a trip does not increase the risk of catching the 
virus for the children so we have no need to cancel trips at this time. 

6. Will school gatherings be postponed? Possibly. We have had no specific advice that we should 
do this, although we are aware parents may not be keen to attend gatherings at this time.  We 
will look at all the upcoming events and considered the risks of each. We have a Samba 
drumming assembly booked for 24th March that we will review nearer the time.  We had 
planned to have a parents’ information evening regarding the new requirements for 
Relationship and Sex Education on the evening of 30th March which may be postponed.  We 
will let you know about each event as required. 

7. What if a parent or other family member gets symptoms? If you, as a parent, or a family 
member who is not in our school, have symptoms (a new persistent cough or fever) then you 
should look at the NHS website https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19 and follow the advice to isolate 
yourself for 7 days. The current guidance is that children can keep coming to school if this is 
the case. Please let us know if you need to self-isolate via email or phone.  



8. What happens if the school is forced to close? As this remains a possibility, the school has 
begun making contingency plans should this happen, including the possibility of providing work 
for children to do at home each day. 

9. What should I tell my child about this outbreak? It is important that we, as the adults, do all we 
can to make sure that children don’t worry or become anxious about this virus. After all, this is 
not a virus which makes children particularly ill. So we as adults should do our best to stop our 
children worrying by reassuring them and answering any questions, but not giving them too 
much information which would cause them to worry.  

In addition, I have been in contact with Public Health England directly, as a number of pupils in our 
school have complex medical needs.  The advice from Public Health England is that anyone 
concerned about their child’s health or their own health, due to an underlying medical condition, 
should contact the NHS and/or their child’s specialist health team. 

At Emersons Green, we are all working hard to keep everybody safe. We are looking at all the 
information available and are following advice. We will ALWAYS put our community’s safety 
first and believe that we are doing what is correct at this point in this outbreak. So, for now, we 
will remain open and continue as we are. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Karl Hemmings 

Headteacher 

 
 


