
Welcome to

Stay and Read



Reading at EGPS
• Whole-class reading takes place in every class.

• This is supplemented by group reading, which is 

guided by the teacher, where appropriate. 

• Reading interventions or 1-1 reading takes place for 

identified children.

• Reading is rewarded through specific Green Cards.

• Children have access to a wide range of  fiction, non-

fiction, poetry and picture books in the library and in 

classrooms.





Vocabulary

Black Hat – Caution



Why develop children’s 
vocabulary?

• Educational research suggests a strong relationship 

between vocabulary and comprehension, where a 

broad vocabulary (knowing lots of  words) and a 

deep vocabulary (knowing those words well) 

correlates with better understanding.

• When children write, a wider vocabulary gives them 

a rich palette with which to express their ideas, 

choosing a word to communicate with elegance and 

precision.

• A broad and deep vocabulary is also helpful for 

articulating your thoughts verbally.



Most of  children’s 

language development 

and vocabulary growth 

will come from organic 

sources, rather than 

direct teaching: the 

conversations they 

have with their families 

and their peers, and 

with adults at school, 

and through the books 

they read and those 

that are read to them.





Developing 

children’s 

knowledge of  Tier 2 

words is most useful: 

these are the ‘higher 

level’ words they are 

likely to encounter 

again and again, and 

use in their own 

writing.



How do we teach these words?
• Before reading a new text with the class, 

teachers identify words that are likely to be 
unfamiliar to the children. This will often be a 
mixture of  Tier 2 and Tier 3 words.

• Teachers then identify which of  these words are 
most useful for children to develop detailed 
knowledge of  (mainly Tier 2 words).

• When reading with the children, teachers work 
with the class to explore word meanings, using 
our Black Hat ‘Steps to Success’.  Children learn 
these and are encouraged to use them when 
reading independently. 



1. Read around the word – Can you work out the 
meaning from the context?

2. Word class – What type of word is it?

3. Etymology and morphology – Is there a word within 
the word?  Does it look like it could be related to 

another word?

4. Substitution – Can you use a synonym in its place?

5. Partner – Does your partner know what the word 
means?

6. Dictionary – Can you find the meaning in a dictionary?



What next?
• Research suggests that we need to be exposed to a 

new word at least 6 times, in different contexts, 
before it becomes part of  our vocabulary.

• That’s why it’s important that we choose to teach 
words that children are likely to experience multiple 
times.

• It’s also important that children are given the 
opportunity to and encouraged to use new words in 
their writing.

• Black Hat words are displayed in the classroom and 
are available on words mats to support children with 
this.



Reading Comprehension
• Understanding vocabulary is key to understanding the whole 

text. 

• Additionally, ‘Black Hat’ vocabulary questions made up 15% of  
the Key Stage 1 Reading SATs papers in 2019, and 12% of  the 
Key Stage 2 Reading SATs paper. 

• We use ‘sentence stems’ to help children to know that they are 
expected to use their Black Hat for certain questions:



Vocabulary at Home
• As we have already seen, children who read more often are 

exposed to more words. 

• When sharing a book with your child, it is important that you 
pause and reflect on any words which are, or may be, new or 
unfamiliar to them. 

• Have ‘word discussions’ – Do you know what that word means? 
Have you seen that word before?  Could we work it out from the 
sentence/text/picture?  How else could we work out what this 
word means?

• Use conversation as a vehicle to develop vocabulary – use 
‘higher-level’ vocabulary to explore the world around you.



Time to Read…
• Children are in their family groups, within their houses, sharing 

books.

• Feel free to collect your children and read somewhere else the 
school, or stay with them in the classrooms.

• The bell will ring at around 9:45 to mark the end of  the session. 

• AMBER – YEAR 1

• CITRINE – YEAR 2

• EMERALD – YEAR 6*

• RUBY – RECEPTION

• SAPPHIRE – YEAR 5


