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Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome to Orange Class!  I hope that you had a great summer holiday. The children are 
already settling in well to life in Year 1 and have had a fantastic first week so far! 
 
Life in Year 1 
 
Year 1 is a bit of a year of transition - from play-based and often self-directed learning, 
to the more directed learning expected of the children further up the school. So we’d 
like to tell you a little bit about what to expect. 
  
Our learning in Year 1 is focussed around topics; which is similar to the children’s 
experience in Reception. However, there will be several times every day when the whole 
class is working on English or Maths based tasks at the same time. At other times in the 
day there will be a variety of different sorts of activities going on. We aim to make it a 
gradual change by ensuring there are still times in the day when the children will have 
the ability to complete self-directed learning tasks and ensuring there is a healthy 
balance between hard work and fun! 
 
 
Term 1  
 
Our topic for the first term is ‘Being Me’. This topic will involve lots of time for us to 
get to know each other and find out what makes each one of us special and different. 
We will also be learning about our bodies, bones and senses. 
 
Attached to this newsletter is a ‘Learning at Home’ leaflet. These will be produced each 
term outlining activities, word lists and useful websites which you may like to complete 
with your child. These activities are not compulsory but if you have completed one of 
these activities or have something interesting related to our topic we would be happy to 
make time for this in class. 
 
Reading - We will aim to hear the children read individually as often as possible, though 
this will usually be as part of a group reading session. Library books will be changed in 
school by the children every Wednesday but this can be done more frequently as and 
when needed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Show and Share - The children will have some time for Show and Share on Wednesday. 
Each week it will be a different group’s turn.  
Wednesday 12th September – Crocodiles 
Wednesday 19th September – Elephants 
Wednesday 26th September – Lions 
Wednesday 3rd October – Sharks 
Wednesday 10th October - Tigers 
 
 
 
PE – P.E will be on a Thursday and Friday so please make sure the children have their kit 
in school on these days. 
 
Although home/school diaries are our main source of communication, we are available 
most days after school to discuss any queries or concerns. We look forward to working 
with you this year to support your child’s education and well-being at school. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mr Gascoyne and the Year 1 Team 
 
 
 


