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Diary Dates 

Dates below are subject to 
change 
 
Week 6 
Monday 9th December—KS1 
Dress rehearsal 
Tuesday 10th December—
KS1 at 2pm 
Wednesday 11th December—
Swimming Year 3 
Thursday 12th December—
Reception nativity dress re-
hearsal 
Friday 13th December— 
Reception nativity 9.15am 
Save the Children Christmas 
jumper day 
Secret Room 
Week 7 
Monday 16th December—
Reception Party & Discos 1-5 
Tuesday 17th December— 
KS2 performance at 9am 
Children’s Christmas dinner 
Wednesday 18th December— 
Swimming year 3 
Friday 20th December—Last 
Day of term 
 

TERM 3 
Week1 
Monday 6th January—First 
day of term 
Thursday 9th January—New 
parents Open Meeting 
2020/21 @ 18.00 

6
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Many thanks and Good Luck to Mrs Pope 

Mrs Sue Pope, one of our amazing Higher Level Teaching Assistants, has  

retired from our school this week after a wonderful career with us.  Sue  

started at Emersons Green on 1st September 2001—she was a member of 

staff here for an amazing 18 years and 3 months!  Sue has been incredible in 

her role of Higher Level Teaching Assistant.  In that time, it is amazing to think 

that nearly every single pupil who has attended our school has been  

supported by Sue at one time or another, over their time with us.  She has 

been an essential and valued part of our community, playing such a key part 

in the learning and wellbeing of the children at our school. 

I know that Sue has not just been valued by staff and pupils, but also by our 

parents.  In her role as Parent Link Adviser, Sue has provided direct support 

to many of our parents and families.  I have been told many times by parents 

over the years how powerful this support has been and how much they have 

appreciated what Sue has done.  Through her work as a Higher Level  

Teaching Assistant, including teaching many classes in the school, many  

other parents have also told me how much they have appreciated the support 

and care Sue has provided for their child. 

Many thanks to Sue from the Governors, staff, parents and children at  

Emersons Green.  Sue will be much missed at our school.  However, she 

leaves a wonderful legacy of her time with us, most importantly the way she 

has enriched the lives of so many of our pupils.   

I am aware there may be some of you who may want to pass on thoughts and 

messages to Sue.  If that is the case, please let us know or give them to us 

and we will ensure these make it to Sue. 

 

Our Fantastic PTFA 

Our PTFA are in many ways unsung heroes at Emersons Green. They work 

in many different ways to ensure the school community takes part in many 

amazing events and to raise money which is then used to directly improve the 

school for the children.  At the moment our PTFA are working really hard on a 

whole range of Christmas Events, including Christmas Cards, Tree  

decorations for every child, the Christmas Wreath-Making evening, serving 

teas and coffee before Christmas performances and the wonderful Secret 

Room (sshhh!).  Many thanks to all of our PTFA for all the time they cheerfully 

give to support our school—it is REALLY appreciated! 

Have a lovely weekend! 

Karl Hemmings, Headteacher 

 

"Volunteers don’t  
necessarily have the 

time, they just have the 
heart.”  

- Elizabeth Andrew 



Christmas Jumper Day 

We will be celebrating Christmas jumper day on 13th Friday December. Please do not 

feel you need to go out and buy a new jumper— get one from a charity shop, borrow 

from a friend or reuse one from previous years. Some of the most festive jumpers are 

ones children have decorated themselves. With this in mind, if you have any jumpers 

that no longer fit your child, please donate them to school for others to use. 

Please wear your normal school uniform plus a festive Christmas jumper and donate a 

suggested minimum donation of £1 for Save the Children. 
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Great Fire of London 
 
Samuel Pepys dropped by to teach 
Year 2 all about the Great Fire of 
London.  Children dressed as bak-
ers, rat, fire and people of the time. 
They learnt again about the great 
fire of London, wrote diaries with 
their quill pens, a newspaper article 
and painted pictures. 

Christmas Performances 

As we approach the end of the month preparations are well underway for our Christmas festivities. The chil-

dren have all been rehearsing in the school hall this past week and Christmas songs are hummed by teach-

ers and pupils alike as they wander around the school.  

Reception will have their dress rehearsal on Thursday 12th December and their main performance is at 

9.15am on Friday 13th December. 

Year 1, 2 and 3 will have their dress rehearsal Monday 9th December with their main 

performance of “It’s a Party” at 2pm on Tuesday 10th December. 

Year 4 and 5 will have their performance on Tuesday 17th December at 9am. 

All parents & carers for each class performance are welcome to attend.  The PTFA will 

be at each performance with their pop-up café selling teas & coffees so please bring 

your pennies along with you. 

“It’s not how much we give but how much love we put into giving.” -Mother Teresa 

Christmas Discos  

The Christmas discos are all being held in school time on Monday and Tuesday the 16th and 17th Decem-

ber.  On Monday afternoon, Reception are having a Christmas party in their classroom.  Years 1, 2 and 3 are 

on Monday at 1.15pm –2.15pm Years 4 and 5 are on Monday at 2.15pm—3.15pm. 

Year 6 disco is being held on Tuesday 17th December 2pm-3pm 

Please can all children bring disco/party clothes into school with them, on the morning of their party,  

contained in a named bag.   

Christmas Postbox 

The school Christmas 

card post-box is now 

up and running.  

Please make sure 

your child adds full 

name and class to 

each  

envelope. 



Cold Weather 

In the event that the 
school needs to close 
due to bad weather,  
parents will be notified by 
text on the morning using 
our Schoolcomms sys-
tem.  Notification will also 
be given to South Glos  
& school websites and 
Facebook as normal.  
Please make sure all 
mobile phone numbers 
are up to date in the  
office. 
 

Inset Days 2019/2020 

Monday 24th February 

Friday 3rd July 

Monday 20th July 

Staff News 

Congratulations to Mrs 

Yapp 

Many congratulations to 

Mrs Yapp, currently cov-

ering Year 4 class, who 

is pregnant.  Her baby is 

due in May, so this will 

not affect her current 

cover of the Year 4 

class. 
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Christmas Trees 

The PTFA this year supplied a selection 
of wooden baubles for the children to 
decorate with felt tip, paint and glitter.  
The Christmas trees were delivered this 
week and the children have been  
hanging their baubles in class groups 
over the last day or so.  The hall now 
looks particularly festive in readiness for 
the Christmas performances later this 
term.   

Harvest Food bank 

We have received an email from 
the Foodbank thanking us for our 
contributions at Harvest time.  In 
total they collected 10.4 tones of 
food and essential items from 
churches and schools like us. 
Our donation contributed 99.9kg 
to this total—thank you to every-
one who brought in a donation. 
  

Ukulele Concert 

Year 3 entertained parents and carers on Thursday morning with their musical 

prowess.  The children have been learning from Mr Davis since September  both 

the ukulele and in some cases the double bass. Songs played were sampled 

from the last 40 years included the Banana Boat song and Rockin’ All over the 

world.  Well done to all the children involved.  

Farewell PCSO Katrina Sheldrake 

After 25 years with Avon & Somerset Police, 14 of which were 
around Emersons Green, Katrina is off to pastures new.  The staff 
and pupils have thoroughly enjoyed working with Katrina over the 
years and thank her for her support and service in our community. 

"My idea of  
Christmas, whether 
old fashioned or 
modern, is very sim-
ple: loving others.”  
- Bob Hope 
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Books Books Books 

Inspired to purchase a book to read with your child? Help us purchase new books for our school library on 

any of the following schemes. 

Scholastic Books 
Our new Scholastic Book Club is up and running! Go to http://

schools.scholastic.co.uk/emersons-green to browse the latest books and order 

online. For every £1 you spend on this month’s Book Club, our school will earn 

25p in Scholastic Rewards. 

Please place your order online by December 6th, 2019. 

The Book People 
Big Book Boost is The Book People’s brand new fundraising scheme. Every 

time you place an order with them over £10, they will donate £1 to us for us to 

spend on books! With your help, we aim to donate 1 MILLION BOOKS to UK 

Schools by 2022.  

https://www.thebookpeople.co.uk/bigbookboost  

The Sun Books For Schools  
Between Saturday 23rd November and Saturday 18th January, The Sun will be printing book tokens, 

which we can collect and exchange for 105 free Collins Big Cat books.  As a school, we 

need to collect 3,500 token by the beginning of February.  Please could  

anyone who reads The Sun collect these up and drop in to  

the office. 



OUR PTFA  PTFA Email: ptfa@egps.org.uk  

 

PTFA NEWS 
Shhhhhh, it’s The Secret Room… 

The very last chance to purchase tickets for the Secret Room will be Monday 9th December 

direct from the office. Tickets are £2 which gets your child entry to the mystical Secret 

Room on 13th December where they can choose a gift for a loved one and wrap it with love 

(and a little bit of paper!)  

 

Secret Room Donations 

Our fabulous Secret Room is happening next Friday 13th December. We are in 

need of donations of new and unused toiletries, chocolates or smellies that will 

make fabulous Christmas gifts. These items can be donated via our donations box 

in the foyer. Please bring all donations to school by Wednesday 11th December.  

 

Christmas Cards 

A huge thank you to all parents who ordered Christmas Cards this year.  Orders are in book 

bags going home this evening. Many thanks to the PTFA for coming into school to distribute 

the 3 boxes of cards and mugs to all the classes. 

 

Christmas Performances 

Your happy PTFA Café will be selling teas and coffees and at each of the Christmas perfor-

mances.  We look forward to seeing you there and hearing some fabulous Christmas sing-

ing.  We will also be selling Mistletoe this year so grab a bunch but be careful not to stand 

under it! 

 

Fundraising 

Mynametags.  You can help raise funds for the school with every purchase from my-

nametags.co.uk  If you use this site to purchase labels for clothes and accessorises 

simply enter our school ID 59636 and we receive a small percentage of the sale for 

school fundraising. 

 

The Book People.  We are registered for The Book People school donations.  

For any purchase of £10 or more £1 is donated for the school to spend on 

books.  When ordering please select Emersons Green Primary School from the 

list of schools to support. 


