
 
    

Emersons Green Primary School 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Red Class Newsletter – Autumn Term 2019 

 
 

Dear Parent/ Carer, 
 
Both of us and the Early Years team are really pleased to welcome you and your child to Red Class at 
Emersons Green Primary School. The children are settling really well so we are very proud of all of 
them!  We apologise in advance for all the information in this newsletter! 
 
Our main topic this term will be ‘Super Me’. As part of this topic we will be talking about our families 
and how we have changed over time. It would be really lovely if you could send in a photograph of your 
child as a baby and a picture of your family for us to display.  Please make sure any photos are named 
so we can copy and return them to the correct family. 
 
 
In Our Prime Areas of Learning This Term; 
For Personal, Social and Emotional Development we will be focussing on getting to know the children 
really well and supporting them with making friends. The children will be learning all about our class 
routines and rules. 
 
In Physical Development we will be focussing on group and circle games and of course, getting 
changed towards the end of the term!  We would be extremely grateful if you could support your 
child to put on their own jumpers and coats, including turning them the right way round if they’re 
inside out. We will also be providing lots of opportunities for children to develop their fine motor 
skills e.g. through drawing, threading, construction etc. 
 
We will be focussing on developing speaking and listening skills in Communication and Language – 
joining in with stories and rhymes, talking about our families, asking questions and becoming confident 
to speak in a small familiar group. 
 
 
In Our Specific Areas of Learning This Term; 
We will be looking at traditional stories in Literacy. It would be great if you could share any books of 
this type with your child. We will also be starting to teach the children phonics towards the end of 
the term. They will be bringing a booklet at the beginning of each phase with the sounds and key 
words we will be learning in school for you to practise at home. We hope you are able to attend the 
phonics workshop at 9am on 18th September.  However we can provide notes to pass on if you are 
unable to make it and would like a copy. 



We will change our library books on alternative Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons (this is not the 
reading book your child can change daily; this is a story or non-fiction book they would like to share 
with you from the school library) – the library computer will only allow each child to have one book on 
loan so please send them in each week if possible. 
 
You can help your child with their emerging reading skills by: 

 Recognising each of the sounds. Please don’t rush ahead, wait until the sound sheets come 
home for you to reinforce what we have learnt in school with correct pronunciation (the most 
common mistake for children this age who do recognise some sounds is adding an ‘uh’ sound at 
the end of each letter; for example, saying ‘suh’ for S instead of ‘sss’ as it should be. This will 
be covered more in the phonics session on Wednesday 18th). 

 Identifying and hearing rhyming words. 
 Looking at picture books, describing pictures using sentences, linking and explaining their 

thoughts using ‘and’ or ‘because’. 
 Starting to sound out words in stories. 
 Following words left to right in texts, pointing to individual words. 
 Asking your child to describe something they have seen or done. 
 Looking for the sounds they have learnt anywhere and everywhere! 
 Sharing books, comics, magazines, labels, newspapers, signs – ANYTHING! 
 Writing full names using correct letter formation and pencil grip. 
 Lots and lots of positive praise when recognising any sounds or showing an enjoyment in 

reading! 
 
We will begin to send home reading books for you to share at home with your child. The first of 
these books may have no words so that the children focus on learning comprehension skills.  
Here are some ideas you can try to support this: 

 Look carefully at the pictures and describe what you can see. 
 What do you think is going to happen next? Why? 
 How do you think Kipper/ Biff/ Chip/ the character is feeling? Why? 
 Retell the story in your own words. 
 Draw a picture of your favourite part of the story. 
 What happened at the beginning/ middle / end of the story? 
 What do you think will happen next? 

After this initial term, the children are encouraged to choose their own book from their colour band 
– this means they may choose the same book twice or even three times – this doesn’t matter – 
children gain a lot from revisiting favourite books just like adults! When you share the book at home 
with your child we would be grateful if you could write the title in your child’s reading record and 
write a comment or just initial it so we can keep track of how much they are reading at home. Reading 
records are yellow and will be sent home with their first reading book.  Reading in school is done 
systematically through group Guided Reading and Letters and Sounds. We have a carousel of reading 
activities that happen every day in Reception class, ensuring your child has a variety of reading 
experiences.   
 
 
In Mathematics we will be working on number concept, recognising and ordering numbers through 
playing number games and singing counting songs.  We will also look a little at shapes and patterns 
towards the end of the term. 
 
You can help your child by: 

 Playing number games. 



 Having a ‘number of the week’ and searching for that number in and out of the home. 
 Counting anything and everything from steps to knives and forks! 
 Problem solving in the kitchen (eg ‘I need two more potatoes; how many will I have all 

together?’). 
 Asking your child to pay for small items in a shop. 
 Discussing what day of the week it is when you wake up. 

 
 
 

Strengthening links between home and school learning 
 
At Emersons Green Primary School we really value you as co-educators of your children. We know 
that out of school, children demonstrate their learning in a variety of ways. We are keen to offer the 
opportunity for you to share these important learning experiences with us to contribute to the 
children’s Learning Diaries.  
We will also be sending ‘WOW’ certificates home for you to complete for your child which we share in 
class.  One or two per term is often the ‘norm’ for children to share.  These can be for celebrated 
achievements at home such as; 
 
 Creating an amazing painting/ collage/ sculpture/ model. 
 Making music. 
 Riding their bike without stabilizers. 
 Climbing to the top of a climbing frame. 
 Using a switch or computer to communicate. 
 Logging on and off to a computer. 
 Using scissors/ staplers/ tongs/ knives/ cutters/ drills with control and safety. 
 Investigating an interest e.g. trains, snakes, butterflies, princesses etc. 
 Counting, adding or subtracting in ‘real life’ situations e.g. paying for an item in a shop- 

counting out the correct amount of money and working out how much change they needed. 
 Reading – labels, signs, library books, newspapers, comics, information books/ internet. 
 Writing – their name, labels, captions, stories, instructions. 
 Performing in front of an audience (family members or a wider audience). 
 Showing an awareness of their own and other cultures and beliefs. 
 Getting themselves dressed for school/ swimming/ football for the first time. 
 Showing kindness and consideration for someone else. 
 Being engrossed in their play or an activity for a long period of time. 

 
Our P.E. day is Thursday.  Please make sure all uniform items are named, including coats. Please do not 
worry about P.E. shoes or trainers at this time as we will be indoors until the spring/summer terms.   
 
Please can each child also have a named water bottle to keep in the classroom. These can be any type 
of plastic water bottle you may already have at home. Please can children only have water in these – 
not squash. The government also provide a piece of fruit for each child every day. When the children 
start going out to play, they will be able to purchase toast from the tuck shop for 10p. If your child 
would like toast, please send 10p pieces in a named purse or wallet. We will be joining the rest of the 
school for play from next week and will send home a reminder in the green book Friday for toast 
money. 
 
At home time, we will be letting children out through the back door of the classroom, please wait in 
the Reception outdoor area. We will not let children out of our care until we can see a parent or 



carer, please speak to your child about the importance of staying with the teacher until they are told 
they can go. Please give us a wave when your child is at the front of the line as it can be quite tricky 
to spot everyone! If someone different is going to pick up your child, we will need a written message 
from you in their home-school-diary or we will be unable to let the child go until we have heard from 
you.  
 
We would like to invite you to come and eat lunch with your child on Wednesday 18th September for 
Group A parents and Thursday 19th September for Group B parents at 12pm. It is a lovely chance to 
sit down with the children and see what lunchtime in school is like. Please could you return the bottom 
reply slip to let us know if you will be attending so that we can let Julie (our cook) know by this Friday 
(13th September).  
The cost is £3.70 for adults and payment will be accepted through our online school payment system, 
Parent Pay. A one off payment has been set up on your child’s account to accommodate this if you 
wish to join us. You are also welcome to come and eat a packed lunch with your child if you wouldn’t 
like a school dinner. Older siblings in school can also join you for lunch, however due to limited space 
availability, we can only accommodate one adult per child. 
Please order your child’s school meal selection through Parent Pay.  The reply slip below is for adult 
menu choices only. 
 
We will be out of class on alternative Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons for Planning, Preparation 
and Assessment time.  Mrs Pope will be covering the class during this time, she has already popped in 
to meet and say hello to the children. 
 
We know that you have had a lot of information given to you recently, so if there are any questions 
we have not answered or if you have any concerns please do not hesitate to come and see us at the 
end of the day or write a message in the home-school diary.  No question or concern is too small and 
we would rather you write or come speak to us than worry! Please make sure home-school diaries are 
brought into school every day in the children’s book bags as we check these daily.   
Children are welcome to bring in backpacks to school, however we recommend just their book bags 
(and a packed lunch box if required).  This is because the book bags are perfect size for their 
drawers.  We check book bags every morning for messages and information.  Backpacks are too large 
to keep in drawers and will be hung on their pegs with their coats etc in the morning, which may mean 
that vital information may be missed. 
 
Lastly, as a very quick reminder, please can you make sure all children’s clothes and coats are named 
so we are able to return items to the correct owner if found. 
 
Thank you for your support. Best wishes for a busy and enjoyable term! 
 
 
Mrs Roxy Jefferies and Mrs Anna Sandiford 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Group A, Wednesday 18th September 
 
 
PLEASE RETURN THIS SLIP BY FRIDAY 13th SEPTEMBER 
 
 
 
 
Name of child______________________________________  
 
I will be joining my child for the parent lunch.  I would like an adults lunch and my selection is; (please circle 
option) 
 
      Main       Dessert    
Roast turkey with stuffing,           Mandarin Jelly 
roast potatoes, two seasonal     
vegetables and gravy            or  
 
or            Cheese and crackers 
 
Quorn hotdogs with two          or 
seasonal vegetables         
                A Yoghurt 
 
 
 
I will be bringing a packed lunch to eat with my child       
 
 
I can confirm I have paid via Parent Pay  
 
Signed parent/ carer __________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Group B, Thursday 19th September 
 
 
PLEASE RETURN THIS SLIP BY FRIDAY 13th SEPTEMBER 
 
 
 
 
Name of child______________________________________  
 
I will be joining my child for the parent lunch.  I would like an adults lunch and my selection is; (please circle 
option) 
 
      Main       Dessert    
Ham and cheese ploughmans with       Homemade cookies 
warm, buttered new potatoes and  
two seasonal vegetables           or  
 
or            Cheese and crackers 
 
Cheesy eggs with warm, buttered        or 
new potatoes and two seasonal  
vegetables         
                A Yoghurt 
 
 
 
I will be bringing a packed lunch to eat with my child       
 
 
I can confirm I have paid via Parent Pay  
 
Signed parent/ carer __________________________ 
 
 


