
 

Violet Classes Newsletter – Term One 2019 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome to the first term in Year 6.  We hope you all had a good summer holiday and are well rested.  We are 
looking forward to getting to know the children.  In the meantime, if you feel that there is anything important 
that we need to know about your child in order to help them settle quickly into Year 6, then please let us know 
by either writing a note in the home school diary, or by making an appointment.  The children have been issued 
with new home school diaries if needed.  Any medical needs and how the children are leaving school at the end 
of the day are particularly important to know.   
 
We will be settling into work quickly in Year 6 this half term, as it is an important consolidation and revision 
year ahead for your child.  Even though we will be starting to revise some topics in Maths and English with a 
view to the SAT tests later on this year, we also have some new, fun topics to look forward to, providing  
a balance.  
 
Our first topic this year will be “You Have the Right to…”. It is centred around the topic of crime and 
punishment through the ages. Attached to this newsletter is a knowledge organiser which details the main 
objectives for key subjects. 
 
Our Curriculum 
ICT – internet safety 
Science – forces 
History – crime and punishment from Romans to present day 
RE – expressing faith through the arts 
Music – Happy by Pharrell Willimas 
Art – representing London through different mediums 
PE – football and gymnastics 
Jigsaw – me in my world (behaviour and learning charter, rights and responsibilities).  
Forest School - independence and co-operation 
 
 
English and Maths 
In English we will be studying two books, How to Live Forever by Colin Thompson and The London Eye Mystery 
by Siobhan Dowd. Our reading and writing will be based around these texts. Initially we will be using the Black 
Hat to understand the vocabulary within each text as we firmly believe that, in order to understand a text, you 
need to understand the language used in it. We will then draw on these texts and the other Reading Hats as a 
stimulus for our writing. We will be focussing on developing cohesion and sentence openers; understanding the 
audience and purpose of the different text types; developing the accuracy of our punctuation use and editing 
and redrafting to improve our written work.  
In Maths we will be focussing on Place Value and the Four Operations as they underpin a lot of the 
mathematical concepts we will be using throughout the year. We use a scaffolded approach where the language 
and processes are explicitly modelled and supported through key sentences and steps to success.  We will 
develop understanding through fluency before moving on to problem solving and reasoning for all children.  



PE  
PE will be on a Wednesday afternoon for both classes, as well as a Thursday for Stars and a 
Monday for Crescents.  Please ensure your child has full PE kit in school on these days.  It is 
helpful if full kit remains in school all week in case of extra opportunities for PE sessions. 
If your child has an inhaler, please make sure they have it with them for PE.  
 
For health and safety reasons children need to have their hair tied back and all jewellery removed for PE 
lessons. If your child cannot remove their earrings, they will need to wear tape to protect them.  
PE forms an important part of the school curriculum and if your child cannot take part in a lesson please let us 
know by writing a quick note in their Home School Diary. 
 
 
Forest School 
Both classes will take part in Forest School sessions every Friday morning, starting on 13th 
September.  These sessions will be taking place outside and using the school grounds to 
encourage teamwork and co-operation.  Your child will need appropriate clothing for these 
sessions and since our activities will take place during the first hour of the school day, Year 
6 can come into school in their Forest School clothing on Fridays.  They will need to remember to bring in their 
school uniform to change into after play.  The children do need to have suitable clothing for being outside in all 
weathers; a change of footwear, trousers and coats are essential.   We are focussing on using our social skills 
and exploring activities in an outdoor environment.  At the moment, the weather is warmer yet it can quickly 
turn wet and windy; we still plan to go outside so please encourage your child to be prepared! 
 

Spellings  
Your child will be bringing home a spelling list, which covers the rules and patterns for this half 
term.  They will be tested on the week’s rule every Monday and will be expected to apply them – 
they will be working on these rules throughout the week.  The children do not need to learn all of the spellings 
on the list as they may not appear in the test; it is the patterns and rules that are important!  Each week’s 
spellings share a pattern or rule and it is important that your child can use these patterns in other words 
beyond the test. In addition to the words sent home, we will be adding in several unseen spellings which will be 
based around previously learnt patterns or known phonics.  
 
Arithmetic 
Mental and written arithmetic skills form a key part of the Year 6 maths curriculum, and good arithmetic skills 
really help in all other areas of maths.  Children will practice key arithmetic skills during their Bell Work each 
week.  In Year 6, children are expected to know and use multiplication facts up to 12x12, to be able to use both 
mental and written methods for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division with whole numbers and 
decimals and to be able to calculate with fractions.  Any additional support you can provide at home will be 
really beneficial.  

Reading                                                                                            
Your child has been given a reading book and it is important they read regularly.  They have 
all been given a reading record to complete, recording the pages they are reading.  Many 
children don’t like reading aloud, however, it is helpful if they do this once a week.  This 
allows them to practise adding inflection and intonation to their reading.  It also allows you to become more 
involved in your child’s reading once more. It would be really helpful to your child if, as they read, you could 
question them about the characters and events in the story.  Ask them for their opinions and feelings: why are 
the characters behaving in that way? What do they think will happen next?  An important part of Year 6 
reading is to be able to infer and deduct unsaid things from a text.  You can help by questioning your child 
about the ideas behind the words on the page.  
 
 
 
 



Homework                                                                                                  
As previously mentioned, Year 6 is a very important year for your child as they prepare for life at secondary 
school.  Please encourage them to complete, or at least have a go at, the homework set as it will 
make a big difference to their learning!  The children will have two sets – a weekly maths and 
English task, and project ideas – they can do as much or as little as they can.  It will be given out 
every Friday and the children will have a week to complete it before marking it the following Friday. 

 

SATs tests – Autumn Term                                                              

In a few weeks’ time, Year 6 will have their first attempt at some past Year 6 SATs.  This is common in schools, 
so that we will be able to highlight where your child is currently working and what areas we will need to focus on 
this year, in order to help your child to improve on their strengths and weaknesses.  This will involve sitting 
tests in English (Reading and SPaG) and Maths and will take place over one or two weeks.  The children have 
come across similar questions in Year 5, although will find that the Year 6 tests are different to Year 4 and 5 
optional tests.   
 
Please reinforce to your child that this is their first attempt at these tests, and that it is a ‘practice’ and they 
must expect that there will be lots of room for improvement throughout the year.  Providing opportunities for 
practise throughout Year 6 means that the children are much more relaxed when it comes to sitting their SATs 
tests in May and know exactly what to expect.   
 
It is usual that some of the children may feel a little worried about these tests and the results, but please 
reassure them, as we will be doing at school, that they are not expected to get wonderful marks on their first 
go and that Year 6 will be all about revising key areas, in order to make improvements. 
If you have any queries about this, then please do make an appointment to come and discuss any concerns.  We 
will be sharing how your child performed in these tests and areas for improvements with you on the first 
parents’ evening in November. 
 
 
Dates for your Diary – This Term                                                                                                                            
Meet the Teachers – Thursday 12th September 2019 
Individual Photos – Wednesday 25th September 2019 
Year 6 Residential  Parents Meeting – Wednesday 16th October 2019 
Harvest Festival – Thursday 24th October 2019 
 
Dates for your Diary – Further Ahead                                                                                                                       
Victorian Day – Tuesday 3rd December 2019. This may change depending on the school’s Christmas activities.  
SATs Meeting – Wednesday 22nd January 2020 
World Book Day – Thursday 5th March 2020 
Odd Socks Day – Monday 23rd Match 2020 
Lifeskills Visit – Wednesday 29th April 2020 
SATs Week – Monday 11th – Thursday 14th May 2020 
Year 6 Residential – Monday 15th – Friday 19th June 2020 
Year 6 Performances – W/B 6th July 2020 
Leavers BBQ – Wednesday 15th July 2020 
Leavers Service – Friday 16th July 2020 
 
 
We look forward to meeting you over the coming weeks.  Please do not hesitate to get in touch with us as 
needed. 
 
Kind Regards, 
Miss C Mountford  Mrs G Leech  
 



 


