
 

 

 

Term One 2019-2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We hope you had a lovely summer break.  We are pleased to welcome the children back to school, and 
into Year 5.  We are really looking forward to teaching them! ‘Meet the Teacher’ has been arranged for 
Thursday 12th September between 3:30 and 4pm, when you are welcome into the classroom to find out 
a bit more about this coming year.  Also, please put a note in your child’s home-school diary if there is 
anything you feel we should know. 

Attached to this newsletter is a topic web, which outlines what we will be covering across the curriculum 
during this first term.  Below is a little bit more detail on some aspects of life in Year 5: 

Drop-off and Pick-up –In the morning, children can enter the school through the main gate and will be 
let into the building by an adult at 8:40am.  Please speak to whoever is on duty at the entrance if you 
have a message for the teachers.  Please let us know if there are different arrangements for your child, 
for example if they are allowed to walk home on their own or if someone other than a parent or main 
carer is collecting them, via a note in the home-school diary. If there is an ongoing arrangement, 
whereby a grandparent or other adult will pick up on a regular basis, please let us know as soon as 
possible so we can record this in the classroom. Even if it has been an arrangement with a previous 
teacher, please tell us to avoid any confusion and unnecessary phone calls. 

Groupings and targets – Children are organised into groups for Reading, Writing and Mathematics.  
These groups are based on their end of Year 4 assessments and targets that the children have in 
common.  Groups will work with a teacher or teaching assistant at different times during the week, with 
targeted additional intervention for some groups or individuals.  Groupings are flexible and could change 
depending on a particular lesson or unit focus, particularly in Maths where children can excel in one area 
but need support in another.  

Reading – We have already paid a visit to the library for the children to collect a reading book on their 
‘book-band’.  Children need to have their reading record and a school reading book in school every day.  
This is extremely important as the children will have time to read either with an adult or independently 
every day.  It is the children’s responsibility to change their reading book, however please let us know if 
you find your child is regularly forgetting to change their book and we can remind them!  Any reading 
aloud and discussion that can be done at home really does help, and it is lovely to see comments in 
reading records.   

For Homework this term, we are setting a project based on our history topic of the Ancient Egyptians.  
All information about this is provided separately.  Homework helps to consolidate and extend the work 
done in class, and the children can really immerse themselves in the topic.  Alongside this, weekly Maths 
homework will be set each Friday for the children to consolidate and extend the learning we have been 
doing in class.  Completed homework should be handed in by Wednesday for marking.  

The spellings will focus on learning the rules and patterns for spelling, so that children are able to apply 
learnt rules when attempting to spell new words.  The spelling rules and patterns for the term are 
attached, along with a few example words.  Spelling will be taught discretely two or three times per 



week, and the children will then complete a weekly dictation on Fridays to give them the opportunity to 
apply the rules learnt.  Any practice at home really helps the children to grasp a rule.  

P.E. lessons will be on alternate Mondays and Thursdays. The lesson will take place outdoors this 
term and wherever possible. The PE session will be taught by a specialist sports coach.  Please ensure 
that your child has the full P.E. kit in school on both days.  It is essential that a P.E. kit remains in school 
throughout the week, as other opportunities for more ‘active’ learning often present themselves. 
Swimming lessons will also take place on Wednesday mornings this term. You will have already received a 
separate letter about swimming but if you have any questions – please ask. It is essential your child 
brings a signed permission slip back, if they haven’t already done so. 

Mrs Knight will work in Year 5 this year, supporting individuals and small groups of children with their 
learning.   

Please note that all children need to keep a drinks bottle in the classroom at all times. 

We would also like to let you know that, as part of our English unit, we would like to watch the 
film of The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe on Wednesday 4th September.  This film is rated 
as ‘PG’ – please can you let us know if you would prefer your child not to watch the film.  

We are looking forward to meeting you soon.  If you have any queries in the meantime, please do not 
hesitate to contact us. 

 

Kind Regards,  

 
Mrs Laura Morson   Mrs Karen Adams     


