
WRITING AT EMERSONS GREEN PRIMARY SCHOOL  

 

We use non-negotiables as a whole school approach to teaching writing. We have identified these as the most important part of the 

writing curriculum. These give concise targets for the children to work towards. Below are the non-negotiables for each year group. To 

support your child at home, please refer to these. The children should be familiar with them from class teaching and classroom displays.  

If you have any questions, contact your child’s class teacher for more details. 
 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 1 WRITING NON-NEGOTIABLES  

Sentence Structure Punctuation Grammar 

Simple Sentences 

A simple sentence makes sense by itself. 

 

Henry played football in the garden. 
 

Using ‘and’ 

Use ‘and’ to link words.  

 

I like pizza and ice-cream. 
 

Use ‘and’ to join two sentences. 

 

Henry walked out to the garden and sat down. 
 

Capital letters and Full Stops 

Capital letters to start sentences and 

for proper nouns. Full stops used to 

end sentences. 

 

Please send George to the office. 
 

Exclamation marks and Questions 

Marks 

Exclamation marks are used to show 

someone is shouting or excited. 

 

What a lovely day! 
 

Question marks are used to show 

someone is asking a question. 

 

Would you like to make a glow jar? 
 

Finger spaces 

My sentences have finger spaces in 

between words. 

 

 

Sense 

My sentences make sense when I read 

them 

 
 



 

YEAR 2 WRITING NON-NEGOTIABLES -  WORKING AT THE EXPECTED STANDARD 

Sentence Structure Punctuation Grammar 

Simple and Compound Sentences 

A simple sentence makes sense by itself. 

 

Henry played football in the garden. 
 

A compound sentence is where two simple sentences 

are joined together by a coordinating conjunction. 

 

Henry walked out to the garden and sat down. 
I like pizza but I don’t like margarita. 

 

Complex sentences 

Write complex sentences by using a range of 

subordinating conjunctions accurately. 

 

When I get home, I will play with my new puppy. 
I am going shopping because I am going on holiday. 

 

Expanded Noun Phrases 

Use adjectives to describe nouns. 

 

The red-haired girl was reading her book. 

Dark, sinister shadows overlooked the house.  

 

 

Capital letters and Full Stops 

Capital letters to start sentences and 

for proper nouns. Full stops used to 

end sentences. 

 

Please send George to the office. 

 

Exclamation marks and Questions 

Marks 

Exclamation marks are used to show 

someone is shouting or excited. 

 

What a lovely day! 
 

Question marks are used to show 

someone is asking a question. 

 

Would you like to make a glow jar? 
 

Apostrophes for contractions 

Apostrophes are used to ‘contract’ or 

‘shorten’ two words. 

 

I’m looking forward to the weekend. 
I can’t come to your birthday party. 

Different Forms of Sentences 

Statements, questions, commands and 

exclamations 

 

I like strawberry ice-cream. 

(statement) 

What is your favourite colour? 

(question) 

Go outside. 

(command) 

What a wonderful hat! 

(exclamation) 

 

 

Consistent and Appropriate Tense 

Use the present and past tense correctly. 
 

Tense is the time the writing is set in. 
 

He is playing outside 
(present tense) 

 

He played outside 

 (past tense) 

 

Writing must be in an appropriate tense 

throughout.  Sometimes, the tense needs 

to change. 
 



 

 

YEAR 3 WRITING NON-NEGOTIABLES 

Sentence Structure Punctuation Grammar 

Simple and Compound Sentences 

A simple sentence makes sense by itself. 

 

Lucy walked out to the garden. 
 

A compound sentence is where two simple sentences are joined 

together by a coordinating conjunction. 

 

Lucy walked out to the garden and sat down. 
 

Complex sentences 

Write complex sentences by using a range of subordinating 

conjunctions accurately. 

 

I will play outside, until it gets dark. 
If it rains, we will go inside. 

 

Fronted Adverbials 

Tells you how, when or where something occurs and they come at the 

beginning of a sentence. 

In the middle of the night, James heard noises outside. 
On the other side of the room, Ben sat and read his book. 

Quietly, the sneaky dog crept in from the garden. 
 

Paragraphs 

Sentences are grouped together to organise ideas. 

Start a new paragraph for a new part of a story, character or piece 

of information. 
 

Inverted Commas “ ” 

Use inverted commas (speech 

marks) to indicate direct speech. 

 
“Please come out and play,” pleaded 

George.   
 

Apostrophes 

Use apostrophes to indicate 

singular possession 

 

Tom’s football 
Harriet’s book 

 

Use apostrophes for contractions 

 

don’t 

shouldn’t  

 
 

Consistent and Appropriate 

Tense 

Use the present perfect 
form of verbs instead of the 

simple past tense. 
 

Tense is the time the writing 
is set in. 

 

Sam ate his dinner 

 (simple past) 

Sam has eaten his dinner 
(present perfect) 

 

Writing must be in an 

appropriate tense 

throughout.  Sometimes, the 

tense needs to change. 



 

 

YEAR 4 WRITING NON-NEGOTIABLES 

Sentence Structure Punctuation Grammar 

Fronted Adverbials 

Tells you how, when or where something occurs and they come at the beginning of a 

sentence. 

Shortly after, the mechanical toys jerked awkwardly and finally stopped. 
From far away, Leon heard a peculiar sound. 

Creeping silently, Lucy picked up her puppet and disappeared into the wall. 
 

 

Use Subordinating Conjunctions 

These form complex sentences with a main clause and a subordinate clause. 

 

- Main clauses make sense on their own; they are complete thoughts. 

- Subordinate clauses do not make sense on their own; they need a main clause. 

- Subordinate clauses often start with a subordinating conjunction. 

 

I will play outside, until it gets dark. 
If it rains, we will go inside. 
 

Order of clauses can vary within different sentences. 

I love pizza, although I rarely have it. 
 

 

Expanded noun phrases  

A group of words that contain a noun, adjectives and a prepositional phrase to extend. 

 

The lonely boy stumbled into the darkened, silent room. 
The freshly mown grass on the other side of the fence. 

 

Paragraphs 

Sentences are grouped together to organise ideas. 

Start a new paragraph for a new part of a story, character or piece of information. 

Inverted Commas “ ” 

Use inverted commas 

(speech marks) and other 

punctuation accurately to 

indicate direct speech. 

 
“There are no wolves in 
the walls,” they all said.   

 

 

Apostrophes 

Use apostrophes to 

indicate plural possession 

 

The children’s playground 
The girls’ dormitory 

 

 

Commas , 

After fronted adverbials 

 
Slowly, Ben got out of 

bed. 
 

That night, the walls of 
the old house made no 

noise. 
 

Cohesion 
Use nouns and pronouns to aid 
cohesion between sentences 

and to avoid repetition 

 
Carefully, Lucy picked up Pig 

Puppet and squeezed her 
tightly. As quiet as a shadow, 
she disappeared back into the 
walls and headed back to the 

garden. 
 

 

Consistent and Appropriate 

Tense 

Use the present perfect form 
of verbs instead of the simple 

past tense. 
 

Tense is the time the writing 
is set in. 

 

Sam ate his dinner 

 (simple past) 

Sam has eaten his dinner  
(present perfect) 

 

Writing must be in an 

appropriate tense throughout.  

Sometimes, the tense needs to 

change. 



YEAR 5 WRITING NON-NEGOTIABLES 

Sentence Structure Punctuation Grammar 
Main and Subordinate Clauses 

 

Main clauses make sense on their own; they are complete 

thoughts. 

 

Subordinate clauses do not make sense on their own; they need a 

main clause. 

Subordinate clauses often start with a subordinating conjunction. 

 

Order of clauses needs to vary within different sentences. 

 

I love pizza, although I rarely have it. 

  After I had eaten, I went to lie down. 

 

Expanded Noun Phrases 

 

A group of words that work together and contain a noun and 

carefully chosen adjectives. 

 

The lonely boy stumbled into the darkened, silent room. 

The freshly mown grass on the other side of the fence. 

 

Relative Clauses 

Special type of subordinate clause. 

Add extra information about a noun. 

Start with a relative pronoun (who, which, that, where, whose). 

 

My brother was born in the hospital where my dad works. 

The table, which is made of oak, is now black with age. 

 

Embedded Clauses 

Contains a subordinate clause within the main clause. 

Commas used to separate the clauses. 

 

Later in the week, when it is nice weather, we can go to the park. 
Quietly, so no-one would hear her, Sarah entered the house and 

tiptoed to her room. 

Commas , 

 

 After fronted adverbials - Slowly, 
Ben got out of bed. 

 

 After fronted subordinate clauses - 

After I had eaten, I went to lie down.  
 

 For parenthesis - The dog, which was 
fat, lay still.  

 

 To separate items in a list - I like 
chips, cake, pizza and curry. 

 To make meaning clear - I like 
cooking my family and my pets.       I 
like cooking, my family and my pets. 

 

–,(Parenthesis),– 

 

 Embedding extra information between a 

pair of marks. 

 Sentence must make sense without it. 

 

Jamie (my big brother) loves cricket. 

The wind was blowing – howling, even – so we 

went home. 

The dog, which was fat, lay still. 

 

Dashes –  

 

Mainly used in 2 different ways. 

 
Link 2 closely related main clauses Elephants 

are huge – they can weigh up to 10 tonnes. 
 

For parenthesis The wind was blowing – 
howling, even – so we went home. 

Cohesion 
These devices link the text together and make it 

flow. 
Conjunctions, adverbials, pronouns, determiners 

and prepositions are all cohesive devices. 
 

Modal Verbs 

 

Modal verbs change or affect other verbs in a 

sentence. They are used to show the level of 

possibility. 

will, would, should, could, may, can, shall, ought 
to, must, might 

It might rain tomorrow. 
"I shall go to the ball!" said Cinderella. 

We will have fish and chips for tea. 
 

Adverbs To Show Possibility 

 

Adverbs can also be used to show the level of 

possibility. 

certainly, definitely, possibly, perhaps, maybe, 
probably, rarely 

It will definitely rain tomorrow. 
"Perhaps I will go to the park," thought the girl. 

We rarely have fish and chips for tea. 
 

Consistent and Appropriate Tense 

Tense is the time the writing is set in. 
He lived in Sheffield. (simple past) 

He lives in Sheffield. (simple present) 

He was living in Sheffield. (past progressive) 

He is living in Sheffield. (present progressive) 

He has lived in Sheffield. (present perfect) 
 

Writing must be in an appropriate tense 

throughout.  Sometimes, the tense needs to 

change. 



 

YEAR 6 WRITING NON-NEGOTIABLES – WORKING AT THE EXPECTED STANDARD 

Sentence Structure Punctuation Grammar 

Relative Clauses 

 Special type of subordinate clause. 

 Add extra information about a noun. 

 Start with a relative pronoun (who, which, 

that, where, whose). 
 

My brother was born in the hospital where my dad 

works. 

The table, which is made of oak, is now black with age. 

(parenthesis) 

 

Embedded Clauses 

 Contains a subordinate clause within the 

main clause. 

 Commas used to separate the clauses 

 
Later in the week, when it is nice weather, we can go to 

the park. 
Quietly, so no-one would hear her, Sarah entered the 

house and tiptoed to her room. 

 

Multi-Clause Sentences 
 

Contain multiple (more than one) clauses. 2 types: 
 

Co-ordinated multi-clause sentences 
 Contain at least 2 main clauses linked together by a 

co-ordinating conjunction. 

 Both main clauses are equal – they each make sense 

on their own. 
 

I love cake but it makes me feel sick.   

 

Subordinated multi-clause sentences 
Contain a main clause and at least 1 subordinate clause. 

 

I love pizza although I rarely have it. 

The dog, which was fat, barked because it was hungry. 

Commas , 
 

 After fronted adverbials - Slowly, Ben got out of bed. 
 

 After fronted subordinate clauses - After I had eaten, I 
went to lie down.  

 

 For parenthesis - The dog, which was fat, lay still.  
 

 To separate items in a list - I like chips, cake, pizza and 
curry. 

 To 

 To make meaning clear - I like cooking my family and my pets. 
            I like cooking, my family and my pets. 

 

–,(Parenthesis),– 
 

 Embedding extra info. between a pair of marks. 

 Sentence must make sense without it. 
 

Jamie (my big brother) loves cricket. 

The wind was blowing – howling, even – so we went home. 

The dog, which was fat, lay still. 

 

Semi-Colons ; 
 

 Can be used to link 2 closely related main clauses (instead 

of a conjunction/full stop) 
 

I love Spain; France is lovely too. 

 Can be used in a descriptive list 
At the circus we saw a clown juggling with swords and daggers; a lion 

who stood on a ball; a fire eater with flashing eyes; and an eight year old 

acrobat. 

 

Colons : 

 Link 2 closely related main clauses (2nd explains 1st) 
I need to go shopping: I’m going camping soon. 

 

 Introduce lists 
The school offers three clubs: rugby, dance and chess.  

Modal Verbs 
 

Modal verbs change or affect 

other verbs in a sentence. They 

are used to show the level of 

possibility. 
will, would, should, could, may, can, 

shall, ought to, must, might 
It might rain tomorrow. 

"I shall go to the ball!" said Cinderella. 
We will have fish and chips for tea. 

Cohesion 
These devices link the text together 

and make it flow. 
Conjunctions, adverbials, pronouns, 
determiners and prepositions are all 

cohesive devices. 
 

Active and Passive Voice 
 

AV = S is acting or doing the 

action. 
 

My mate kicked the cat. 
S V O 

 

PV = S is acted upon/having the 

action done to it. 
 

The cat was kicked by my mate. 

 

Subjunctive Form 
 

Verbs in their SF are more formal. 
 

Used when something is imagined 
If I were the boss, I’d hire you. 

 

Used in wishes, requests and demands 
Schools require that all pupils be kind. 



 


