
 
Emersons Green Primary School 

May  2014 
Dear Parents, 
 
Red Ridge Week 16th June – 20th June 2014 
The week away to Red Ridge is approaching soon and I thought you would like a bit more information.  Miss 
Mountford (Group Leader), Miss Hazard, Miss Chivers, Mr Watson and Mrs Humphries will be accompanying the 
children this year, all well known to the children. 
 
With this letter you should have received a kit list and medical forms, which should be completed and 
returned to school as soon as possible. 
MEDICAL FORMS    Please fill these in and return them as soon as you can and certainly no later than Tuesday 
3rd June, so that we have time to collate all the information and pass to staff.  Please could you also write your 
child's medical number on the form.  This is available from your Doctor or Health Centre and is vital if we 
need to seek medical help whilst we are away.  We must have this number. 
If your child needs to take medicine during the week please could you provide extra details of dosage and times 
of administration.  If your child will not need to take any medicine with them for the week, please sign and 
return this form to indicate whether you are happy for me to give them any general medicine, like cough 
medicine or paracetamol in the case of them feeling unwell. 
We are taking a mini bus with us this year which Mr Watson and Mrs Harvey are licensed to drive, please could 
you indicate whether you give permission for your child to travel by mini bus at any point in the week. 
 
KIT LIST   Please remember the children do not need new, designer clothes.  They are going to get wet and 
muddy so the older the clothes, the better!  They may want to bring something nice for the disco.  Please also 
remember to pack a toilet bag - we will be checking that they clean their teeth and use their soap!  Jewellery is 
unnecessary as it gets easily lost and cannot be worn when doing activities.  They will need a couple of pairs of 
trainers and waterproof clothing.  It has rained heavily at times over the previous years, but the activities will 
still continue!  This year we will be doing water based activities so it may be worth including bin liners to keep 
any wet clothing separate. Please also ensure that your children’s clothes are named where possible.  Some of 
the clothes may be left to dry in the drying room, which will be used by children from the other schools too.  
We often find that the children themselves do not recognise their clothes amongst the pile of drying items and 
in this case named items are vital if you would like them to bring them back home again!   
  
ADDITIONAL INSURANCE COVER POLICY   Red Ridge Outdoor Centre is fully licensed and has independent 
insurance, but South Glos. have taken out an additional policy to cover school residential trips.  You may ask at 
the office if you have any questions about this. You can look at the Red Ridge website for further details 
regarding insurance and qualifications at www.redridgecentre.co.uk/ 
 
POCKET MONEY 
There is a small site shop selling souvenirs and a drinks/sweet machine that the children can use independently 
– there is not much for them to spend their money on. The children can therefore bring up to £10 pocket money 
(in £1 coins please).  We will look after the money and give the children a little each day for when they need it.  
It is important that the children do not have any extra money as it can cause difficulties and there is a danger 
of them losing it.  Please can you send in up to £10 pocket money in a clearly labelled (name and amount) 
envelope by Monday 9th June.  
 
SNACKS AND SWEETS 
Upon arriving at Red Ridge we will be allocated our rooms and then it is straight into lunch before starting our 
first activity, therefore we ask that the children do not eat excessive amounts on the journey. I understand 
that sharing sweets with friends on a long journey is part of the experience; however, some children in the past 



have had to miss their first activity due to overeating and sickness! In order to keep the rooms clean, the 
children are NOT ALLOWED food, drinks or chewing gum in their dorm rooms. Please do not pack excessive 
sweets for midnight snacks. I will take plenty of squash for the children to drink throughout the week so please 
remember to include a named drink bottle. Hot chocolate will be available every evening.   
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
We do not allow children to phone home as it can often make them unnecessarily tearful. Children are NOT 
ALLOWED to bring mobile phones.  However, we do promise to phone you if we are at all concerned.  We will 
also ring school daily and report back. Messages will be displayed on the board outside the school entrance and 
we will be using the Emersons Green text messaging service to keep in contact. 

If you did have an emergency and needed to contact Miss Mountford outside the school day you can ring the 
Centre who will relay a message to us; alternatively ring the school office and they will ensure any messages 
reach us.  The centre number is 01938 810 821. 

 
DEPARTURE AND ARRIVAL TIMES 
We are anticipating leaving school at about 8:30 on Monday 16th June, although I will confirm this when I have 
received times from the coach company.  Please bring your child to school no earlier than 8:00 and no later 
than 8.15am and wait with your luggage in the hall. This means we can register the children and pack 
everything onto the coach before setting off in plenty of time. The front door will be open.  You are welcome to 
stay and wave us off!   
We anticipate arriving back in Bristol on Friday 20th June around 4.00pm, although this may vary by an hour or 
so.  We will ring the school to confirm the return time as soon as we leave Red Ridge (probably at lunchtime).  
Please make sure that all of your child’s luggage is labelled and that the children have a few bin liners to put all 
of their soggy clothes in on the way back! 
 
MEDICATION  
If your child needs medication during the week, including travel sickness pills for the return journey, please fill 
in the attached medication form and return it by June 3rd. All medication should be given to Miss Mountford 
when you arrive on Monday morning.  If your child has something which we need to know about (e.g. bed-wetting, 
nightmares, sleep walking) please let us know.  It is better to be prepared.  Thanks. 
 
BIRTHDAYS 
Please also let us know if your child has a birthday whilst we are away.  (We can take any parcels and cakes if 
necessary). 
 
OTHER POSSESSIONS 
Please be advised that we can not take responsibility for any other possessions that your child brings with them 
and they are responsible to their belongings are kept safe and return home with them. One of the rules at Red 
Ridge is that the children cannot go into each other rooms.  Some children do wish to bring a camera and small 
games console or MP3 player for the long journey and their free time. They can do this in agreement with you, 
however they must look after their own belongings.  
 
AND FINALLY………… 
Please enjoy the break yourselves and don't worry about the children.  They will be having a wonderful time! 
Please remember that all monies must be in school by Monday 9th June 2014 and medical forms are to be 
returned by Tuesday 3rd June 2014. 
 
If you would like any more information please do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
Mrs Isaac     Miss C Mountford 
 
 


