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PTFA Email: ptfa@egps.org.uk 

FUNDRAISING GOAL 2017/2018 

The PTFA has recently met with Mr Rider 

to set Fundraising aims for this year. We 

have a sizeable goal ahead but with your 

help and support, feel it is achievable. The aim is to replace the        

existing trim trail on the field and, if we raise enough funds, add 

some inclusive play/gym equipment for the playground. The trim 

trail will cost in the region of £10,000—we hope to achieve this 

via a mixture of fundraising events, Xmas products and grants. 

If anyone would like to help run an event, knows anyone who could 

provide raffle prizes or could support the PTFA in any way, please 

do get in touch. Many thanks!   

                   

TREASURE HUNT— FRI 6TH OCTOBER

There is a Treasure Hunt being held on Friday 6th 
October between 3.15—4.15pm, £1 per entry.  

The event is being held to welcome parents (new and existing) to the 

new school year. It’s a lovely fun event where  children and parents can 

relax and enjoy some time together. The hunt this year will take        

children outside the main school area to track even more clues in search 

of the treasure!  

The PTFA café will be up and running so don’t forget to bring your    

purses and wallets along to buy a cuppa and a cake (we would be most 

grateful for any donations of cakes or biscuits closer to the day).  

GUIDE DOGS WEEK 

Guide Dogs week is coming up and we would like to support  this important charity with some 
fundraising. 

We will be carrying out some activities week beginning 2nd October—these will include: 

A visit from a guide dog and trainer—pupils will learn about why guide dogs are needed and the 
training they do. 

Infants ‘Move it and Be Agile’- Pupils will take part in an agility course similar to the one trainee guide dogs carry 
out. 

MOVE AND MOSAIC—SPARE CHANGE DONATIONS BY MON 2ND OCTOBER 

Move and Mosaic - we are very excited about creating a mosaic dog out of donated coins…how big can we make 
it? PLEASE REMEMBER TO COLLECT YOUR CHANGE! It would be fantastic if every pupil could bring a handful of 
change towards our mosaic and fundraising. Coin bags will be given to each child to fill if you wish to donate. All 

spare coins would be much appreciated! Please make sure coin      
donations are in school by Monday 2nd October and the Mosaic will be 

made on Wednesday 4th October. 

DOWNEND FIREWORKS 

TICKET SALES 

The PTFA will be selling 

tickets for the Downend 

Fireworks evening being held 

on Friday 3rd November. 

Tickets will be on sale from 

25th September and cost 

£7 per adult, £5 per child 

or £20 per family. The 

school receives £1 for every 

ticket sold. 

PTFA MEETING 

Thank you to all those who 

made the meeting last week. 

It was decided that the 

PTFA would not run a Christ-

mas Fair this year as a Sum-

mer Fair was held in July. We 

are considering a number of 

alternative ideas instead, 

including ’The 12 Days of 

Christmas’ string of     

smaller events. More details 

to follow!  

We will also be organising     

personalised Christmas Cards 

& Tea Towels this year. 
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Diary Dates:
 Monday 25th September
– Reception children in
full time

Tuesday 26th September – European
Languages Day (no parental
involvement)
Thursday 28th Sept – Individual Photos
Friday 29th Sept—Drama Workshops
(Rec—Y3)
W/C 2nd October—Move it for
Money (Guide Dogs for the Blind)
Monday 2nd October— Deadline for
spare coin donations for Guide Dogs
for the Blind Mosaic.
Wednesday  4th October—Guide
Dogs Mosaic being made.
Wednesday  4th October—Deanfield
Parents meeting @ 3.15pm in the Pod.
Thursday 5th October – Census Day
Friday 6th October—PTFA Treasure
Hunt
Monday 9th October – New Parents
Open Meeting 2018/2019 @ 10.30am
Wednesday 11th October – Y6 Frank
Chapman parents meeting @ 3.15pm
Tuesday 17th Oct – Harvest Festival –
Reception, Y1/Y2/Y3 @ 9am (School
Hall)
Thursday 19th October – Harvest
Festival – Y4/Y5/Y6 @ 9am (School
Hall)
Friday 20th October – Last day of Term
1
Monday 30th October—First day of
Term 2

Thursday 2nd November—Flu
Vaccinations (Rec—Y4)
Friday 3rd November—Stay & Read
Friday 10th November—Y5 / Y6
Remembrance Service
Tuesday 14th November— Parent /
Teacher Learning Meetings
Thursday 16th November— Parent /
Teacher Learning Meetings
Friday 17th November—Children in
Need (Do your thing—Rainbow!)

What a busy couple of weeks it has been here.  After a fantastic calm start to 
the year, we have welcomed parents and carers into the school for a ‘meet 
the teacher’ session and we have enjoyed our first whole school Arts Day.  
For the latter event, the children were mixed up in key stages and they all 

had a chance to learn about Surrealist artists.  The resulting artwork is          
fantastic—I hope you get a chance to walk up the corridor soon to see the 
amazing creative images the children produced.  Do check our website as 

the displays will be uploaded in the next few weeks. 

This week has seen our Reception children all in together for the first time 
and they have begun to stay for lunch.  This has of course included the 

chance for them to have lunch with visiting family members, which was a 
lovely event.  We are really impressed with the way our new Red Class have 

settled and started to work together as a team, at the beginning of their  
exciting learning journey with us.  Red Class were particularly excited this 
week when a beanstalk appeared in their classroom.  Later, the children  
received a letter from a giant who revealed he had visited the school and 

left the beanstalk for the children to enjoy! 

Yesterday, pupils in Years 1 to 6 came together to work in their Houses, in 
‘Family’ groups.  As I am sure you will know, this part of our school life is a 

wonderful opportunity for our children to get to know and work with      
children in other classes and year groups.   It also gives our Year 6 pupils the 

opportunity to be ‘Heads of Families’ (HOFs) and develop their leadership 
skills.  Children stay in the same house and family over all their years with us 
- our current Year 6 HOFs used to be the youngest, newest members of their

families when they were in Reception! We are really proud of the way our
pupils show confidence and enthusiasm working together in their school
Families.  Throughout the year, children will have the chance to learn in 

Houses and also take part in termly inter-House Inclusive sports events. It is 
all part of the way in which we try to bond our community in different ways. 

As we continue to explore the concept of ’Legacy’ across the school, we 
have a group of enterprising Year 6 pupils organising a cake sale to raise 

money for the RSPCA.  We will also be supporting the ’Guide Dogs for the 
Blind’ charity with our ’Move it for Money’ week later this term, as well as 

asking for donations to give to a food bank as part of Harvest festival.  These 
are some of the ways we are encouraging children to realise that they make 
their mark on the world, touching lives of people they may never even meet. 

Please do let us know if you have a Legacy you wish to share with us. 

Have a lovely weekend! 

Karl Hemmings, Headteacher  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=diary+image&view=detail&id=52D6F7770168DA2F8533EB6C522660C8AFCF0F4A&qpvt=diary+image&FORM=IDFRIR
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PACKED LUNCHES 

Please can we remind parents to al-
ways cut grapes or tomatoes in half 

or quarters to guard against choking. 
Also, please remember we cannot 

allow peanuts or peanut based products (eg peanut 
butter sandwiches) in school due to allergies. 

Thank you for your understanding. 

 

 

 

 

 

Y6 RSPCA CAKE SALE— TODAY! 

Don’t forget to visit the cake sale after school today—
don’t forget to bring your pennies. Thank you for your 

support! 

Y6 CHILDREN— SECONDARY 
SCHOOL APPLICATIONS  

 
Y7 Admission forms must be           

completed online at:  

http://edocs.southglos.gov.uk/secondaryadmission 
 

 The online application form is available for completion as 
from now (5th Sept 2017). 

The closing date for all applications is 31 October 2018. Please 
note that if you miss this date your application will be ‘late’ 

and you will reduce the likelihood of receiving an offer at one 
of your preferred schools. 

Offers of a secondary school place made to parents/carers 
resident in South Gloucestershire will be on 1 March 2018. 

Parents/carers must reply to offers made by 15 March 2018. 

If you are hoping to choose an Independent School, CTC, St 
Mary  Redcliffe or a school that is not in the local catchment  

area, it is still necessary for you to complete the form          
requesting a place at a local school. This will cover you if your 

application to an alternative school is not successful. 

PRIMARY SCHOOL ADMISSIONS—SEPT 2018 

If you have a child born between 01.09.13—31.08.14 
you will need to apply for a Primary School place online 
at: www.southglos.gov.uk/admissions. The closing date 

for all applications is 15 January 2018 

We have allocated times for people wishing to visit our 
school: 

Monday 9th October @ 10.30am 
Monday 27th November @ 1.30pm 

Thursday 4th January @ 6pm   

These dates can also be found on our school website. 

CONTACT INFORMATION SHEETS 

Y1—Y6 pupils have this week brought home pink  
contact information—these give us up to date               

emergency contact details for your child. 

Please can you make sure the information on the 
form is correct. Any amends can made on the forms 

(or write ’no change’) and then return to the office as 
soon as possible. 

Thank you to all those parents who have already          
returned forms—we do require 100% returned to  

ensure we have the correct contact information held 
in school. Thank you for your support. 

PARKRUN ASSEMBLY 

This week we were visited 
by volunteers from our 

local junior parkrun. They 
spoke to the children in 

Wednesday’s assembly and 
told them all about the 

free 2K event which takes place every Sunday at 9am in 
Page park.  

Although called Page Park junior parkrun, it can also be 
done as a jog or a walk too and the events are incredibly 
inclusive. To keep a record of how many times your child 
has completed the course, you can register their details 
on the parkrun website. You only need to do this once 

and they can then run at any of the 500+ parkrun events 
in the UK. Just bring along their personalised barcode 

which is emailed to you when you register.  

Parents are welcome to run with their child too 
(although parents aren’t allowed to cross the finish line!) 

so it’s a great opportunity to get active as a family.    

www.parkrun.org.uk/register/ 

 

 

 

 

INDIVIDUAL & SIBLING PHOTOS 

The photographer will be in school on Thursday 28th 
September. Photographs will be taken of individuals 

and family groups in school.  

For those parents with pre-school age children,                  
family group photos can be taken between 8.40am— 

9am. 
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INSET DATES FOR 

2017/18: 

 

Tuesday 2nd January 

2018 

Monday 19th February 

2018 

Friday 25th May 2018 

Monday 2nd July 2018 

VIOLIN LESSONS 

The South Glos Music Hub have 
agreed to visit us once a week to 
provide violin lessons for one of 

our pupils.  

There is a charge to the parent 
for this provision and dates/times 

are still to be decided.  

If your child would be interested 
in signing up for lessons please 

inform the office. 

PICK UP AND DROP OFF TIMES 

A reminder to parents that the school doors are open at 
8.40am and close again at 8.50am for drop off in the               

morning.  

Pick up is at 3.15pm for all classes. 

Please make an effort to be punctual, both in the morning 
and after-school. We have had an issue with parents walk-

ing their children to cloakroom doors when they are already 
late in the morning.  This prevents us from closing the gate 
on time, which is important for safeguarding and to ensure 
our staff can begin their daily roles.  Please either drop your 

child at the gate, or bring them to the school office.                  
Many thanks for your help with this. 

SCHOOL MEAL                 

Reminder that school lunches 
have increased in price to £2.10. 

KS2 children—please ensure 
your child’s SIMS Agora account is kept in credit. 

HARVEST ASSEMBLIES—   

Tuesday 17th October & Thursday 
19th October @ 9am                             

Harvest Assembly will again be held 
in school and, due to the size of our 

hall, we will split the assembly over two days.  

R, Y1, Y2 & Y3 will hold their assembly on Tuesday 17th             
October. Y4, Y5 & Y6 will be held on Thursday 19th October. 

We traditionally collect food and household items for our 
local  food bank at Harvest— they currently need the                

following items:  

Tinned Spaghetti, Pasta Sauce in Jars, Tinned: Green/Broad 
Beans, Mixed Vegetables, Mushrooms, Salmon, Chicken, & 
Fruit. Fruit  Juice (not chilled), Bottles of Squash, UHT Milk, 

Sponge Puddings, Jars of Coffee, Jellies, Sugar, Biscuits, 
Chocolate Snacks, Savoury Snacks, Brown/Tomato Sauce, 

Washing Up Liquid, 2 in 1 Shampoo, Men’s & Ladies           
Deodorants, Adult Toothbrushes & Toothpaste,                

Nappies —Sizes 4, 5, 6.  

Donations can be taken to classrooms on the day of Harvest 
Assembly or dropped in at the office. 

Thank you! 

FLU VACCINATION—THUR 2ND NOVEMBER  

 Flu vaccination for primary school children in  
Reception, Years 1, 2, 3  & 4 

The deadline for flu vaccination consent forms to 
be back at school was today (Friday 22nd Sept). 

This programme is being provided by Boots, 
through a specially trained Pharmacist. More            

information has been emailed to parents  with this 
newsletter. 

A BIG WELCOME TO 
OUR RED                 

RECEPTION CLASS! 

A big welcome goes to 
all our Reception pu-
pils who join us full 
time on Monday. 

They all seemed to have settled into their class 
with no issues and are enjoying making new 

friends. 

We hope parents and carers enjoyed the lunch 
with their child this week.  

Y5 DEANFIELD RESIDENTIAL MEETING  

A meeting has been arranged for parents to attend 
an information session about the Y5 Deanfield trip. 

The meeting will take place on Wednesday 4th  
October at  3.15pm in the Pod. All Y5 parents            

welcome. 

Please note there is a change to the detail                      
originally advertised on the School Diary Dates . 

Dates for Deanfield are: 

Mon 26th—Wed 28th Feb  -  Y5 Stars  
Wed 28th Feb—Friday 2nd March  -  Y5 Crescents 
Payment schedules will be available on Sims Agora 

from Monday. 

Y6 FRANK  CHAPMAN  

A meeting to discuss the Y6 Residential trip to 
Frank Chapman has also being arranged. It will be 
held on  Wednesday 11th October at 3.15pm, Y6 

Classroom. 

http://edocs.southglos.gov.uk/secondaryadmission
http://www.parkrun.org.uk/register/
http://www.parkrun.org.uk/register/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=school+meal+image&view=detailv2&qpvt=school+meal+image&id=33014A1CDCE739143AB6963429C0BFBDCF75E73C&selectedIndex=3&ccid=YCWXBuML&simid=608009018668484822&thid=OIP.M60259706e30be5181fddff1f9147df12o0

