
                                                                                    
 

New national Assessment System – NEXUS Approach 

 
This year, all schools in England will be fully adopting the governments new curriculum and 
assessment approach which will result in changes to how children are taught, assessed and tested 
at the end of Year 2 and 6.  
The new system moves away from attainment ‘levels’ (used in UK schools since the early 1990s) to 
‘Age Related Expectations’ (or AREs for short). These are simple lists of skills and knowledge which 
children should have learnt by the end of a particular year group in reading, writing and maths.  
The government has not told schools how to go about organising or assessing this new system and 
has instead left it up to individual schools to decide. Within the NEXUS Teaching Schools Alliance (of 
which Emersons Green is a member) we have adapted and developed a common approach so that 
children across the 7 schools in the group are assessed in the same way. This will allow teachers to 
‘moderate’ learning across schools and check that we all have similarly high standards and 
expectations.  
The NEXUS approach includes using identical Age Related Expectations which break down learning 
into small, easily measurable and attainable steps.  
Unlike the previous levels system, the new system expects every child to work towards achieving the 
same standard by the end of the year instead of working towards different levels depending on their 
ability.  
The new expectations are also considerably harder than the system they replace. For example; 
children in Year 4 are now expected to grasp maths concepts previously not taught until Year 6. 
Indeed, in maths, there is a renewed emphasis on children understanding the four number rules and 
times tables at a much younger age. 
So that teachers (and parents) can see how individual children are progressing through the new 
AREs, parents will be told the percentage of objectives met by each child at different points in the 
year and the children will be described as having a level of understanding which is ’Emerging’ (your 
child can do 10-39% of the objectives), ’Developing’ (your child can do 40-69% of objectives) or 
’Secure’ (your child can do 70%+ of the objectives). It is our aim for all children to be secure by the 
end of a year. The exception to this approach will be the national Year 2 and Year 6 tests where 
parents will be given a ‘scaled score’ with 100 being the national standard and >100 being below the 
national standard and <100 being above (more on this to follow!).  
Whilst the new curriculum and its accompanied assessment system is new to both parents and 

teachers, we feel that the common approach adopted by NEXUS will ensure that more children 

achieve a higher standard in English and Maths and we are confident that it will improve learning at 

Emersons Green. 

 

 


